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Lasting 
impression 


Crouch, Husker teammates 
face long road to Pasadena 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
fans (and journalists) 
often point to a player on 
another team as one who 
seems like he’s been at 


that school umpteen 
years. 
oe More often than not, 


that player is a highly 
publicized star or at least has had his 
best performances against the team that 
fan supports. 

At a recent gathering of college 
sports publishers, a repre- 
sentative of a Florida pub- 
lication asked about 
Nebraska’s prospects for 
the coming season. “Who 
do they have at quarter- 
back?” he asked. 

“Eric Crouch will be 
back as the starter,” | 
replied. 

“He's STILL there? It 
seems like he’s been there 
forever.” 

The conversation shift- 
ed to Nebraska's sched- 
ule, which I dutifully recited. There 
were smirks at the table when Troy 
State was mentioned. 

“With that schedule, and all the 
tough games at home, they should go to 
Pasadena,” the Florida gentleman said, 
looking ahead to the Jan. 3, 2002, 
national championship game at the 
Rose Bowl. 

“They've got a chance,” I said. 
“Fourteen games is a long season.” 

Yes and yes. 

With the addition of the Pigskin 
Classic game against Texas Christian on 
Aug. 25 in Lincoln and a potential trip 
to Irving, Texas, for the Big 12 
Championship game Dec. 1, it will be 
an extremely long road if the Huskers 
are to make it to Pasadena. 

But eight of those 14 games would be 
in the friendly confines of Memorial 
Stadium, where Nebraska has won 13 


straight games and is 18-1 under Coach 
Frank Solich. The Huskers are 81-3 at 
home the last 13 years, losing to two 
teams that went on to win a share of the 
national championship (Colorado in 
1990 and Washington in 1991) and to 
Texas in 1998. 

Defending national champion 
Oklahoma and defending Big 12 North 
winner Kansas State both come to 
Lincoln, as does Notre Dame. 

The Irish will be visiting Lincoln for 
the first time since 1948, when the 
defending national cham- 
pions, coached by 
Nebraska native Frank 
Leahy, got the best of the 
Huskers 44-13. 

Contributing editor 
Mike Babcock’s look back 
at that game is one of the 
many feature stories in our 
2001 Football Yearbook. 

You'll find previews of 
the Irish, the Sooners and 
all of Nebraska’s oppo- 
nents. 

Our package on the Big 
12 Conference includes a review of the 
2000 season and pages of information 
previewing the upcoming 2001 cam- 
paign. 

Obviously, there’s a plethora of sto- 
ries, photos and information on the 
Huskers, including position-by-position 
breakdowns, capsules of top players 
and much, much more. 

In the lead-in story to our Husker 
package, members of the Blackshirts say 
they were motivated in the off-season 
by the unusually high numbers posted 
by opposing offenses in 2000. They 
expect those numbers to improve con- 
siderably in 2001. 

We also have a look at Nebraska’s 
awards candidates, including guard 
Toniu Fonoti, cornerback Keyuo Craver, 
and the subjects of our cover — tight 
end Tracey Wistrom and Mr. Crouch. 

Yes, he’s still here. 
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For Leaders 


Coaches recognize how important 
peer pressure can be 


THE WRITERS who regularly attend two-a- 
day practices during the fall always speculate 
on which players will be elected team cap- 
tains. It’s a pleasant diversion, as well as one 
with a high degree of accuracy. The group 
consensus is rarely off by more than one, if 
any. 
The rate of success isn’t necessarily based 
on insight, however. Anyone who is around 
the team over the course of time can usually 
identify a majority of the team’s leaders. 
They're obvious. 

Occasionally, there has been a surprise captain. But no one 
lately comes to mind. 

Certain guidelines can be followed when predicting cap- 
tains, such as: The interior offensive line will always elect one 
of its own. Nebraska’s captains have included an 
interior offensive lineman every season except one 
since 1982 — the last year of two captains. The 
exception was 1993. 

Last season two interior offensive linemen were 
among six captains. Guard Russ Hochstein and 
tackle Jason Schwab both were granted the respon- 
sibility, and honor, of leading the team. 

Two offensive linemen also were captains in 
1994; Zach Wiegert and Rob Zatechka. 

Last season’s six captains were the most-ever for 
the Cornhuskers. Their previous high was five, in 
1998 and 1995. Otherwise, they have typically had 
four captains since the mid-1980s. 

From 1962 — Bob Devaney’s first year as head 
coach — until 1982, Nebraska had only two cap- 
tains, one offense and one defense. Tom Osborne 
doubled the total in 1983 and never returned to two, although 
there were only three from 1984 through 1987. A fourth was 
elected each game in 1986. 

The increased number of captains has paralleled an 
increased awareness of the importance of leadership, dramat- 
ically illustrated in 1997 when Grant Wistrom and Jason Peter 
decided against leaving early for the NFL in favor of returning 
to pursue a national championship. 

Their resolve was essential to that team’s title success, a fact 
regularly noted by Osborne. 

Leaders have always been important, of course. And coach- 
es still retain authority based on their control of playing time, 
if not force of character. But most successful teams allow for 
player involvement now, under the premise that peer pressure 
can be a motivator of comparable worth. 

In many ways, Wistrom and Peter drove the 1997 team 
harder than Osborne did. They also pushed their teammates 
during the summer, a crucial preparation time when the 
NCAA precludes coaches from even watching players in vol- 
untary workouts much less supervising them. 

That’s where things stand now for Coach Frank Solich’s 
fourth team. Which seniors will step into leadership roles for 
the 2001 season “becomes identifiable to our players as they 
go through the off-season program,” Solich said following the 
release of the post-spring depth chart in late April. 


Mike 
BABCOCK 


4 JUNE/JULY 2001 


Mike Brown “verbal- 
ized it and also did it.” 


“T feel comfortable with the level of potential leadership on 
this team. I think you've got to have leaders that maybe lead 
by action. But I think you've got to have a few verbal leaders, 
too.” 

Solich pointed to Mike Brown, a captain in 1999, as the 
embodiment of both. He “verbalized it and also did it,” said 
Solich. “To have a good combination, | think, is what you're 
after.” 

Even though Solich saw that combination in players during 
the spring, he declined to identify any of them, choosing to 
wait until the end of two-a-days, after the captains have been 
named. He didn’t want to prejudice what will, and should, be 
a natural selection process. 

As an outsider and observer, I'm under no such constraint. 
Players aren’t likely to take offense at what I say. So here is 
early speculation on which players will be elected captains for 
2001. It’s not as difficult as it would be some sea- 
sons simply because there aren’t a lot of seniors. 

And I’m assuming there will be six captains 
again. 

On offense, Dave Volk will represent the line, 
although Jon Rutherford would be a good choice, 
too. The Cornhuskers don’t have a more selfless, or 
more versatile, player than Rutherford. 

Tight end Tracey Wistrom will follow his broth- 
er Grant as a captain, something that has happened 
only three times before, with Mike Keeler (1983) 
and Andy Keeler (1988), Erik Wiegert (1991) and 
Zach Wiegert (1994), and Christian Peter (1995) 
and Jason Peter (1997). 

And Eric Crouch will be the first quarterback to 
be elected captain since 1991. Mickey Joseph was 
Nebraska’s last quarterback-captain. In fact, only 
three other quarterbacks have been captains since 1982: Gerry 
Gdowski (1989), Steve Taylor (1988) and Turner Gill (1983). 
But that’s probably not as unusual as it might seem, consider- 
ing how often the starting quarterback hasn’t been a senior. 

On defense, the secondary will get two, cornerback Keyuo 
Craver and safety Dion Booker, with tackle Jeremy Slechta the 
other. Slechta tried to be a leader during spring practice. But 
“to tell you the truth, I'm still getting comfortable with it,” he 
said. “The thing is, I’m not real vocal. 

“As for on the field, working hard and doing everything at 
top speed, I feel like ] can do that. All that stuff’s no problem. 
It’s something I'm going to do either way. Leading by exam- 
ple, I guess, is kind of my strong suit. Leading vocally is 
where I'm struggling. I’m just not used to saying stuff.” 

Slechta’s concern is not out of the ordinary. Being assertive 
with one’s peers is difficult, and the tendency is for under- 
classmen to leave the job to seniors. That’s not to say under- 
classmen won't shoulder leadership responsibilities this fall. 
And the Cornhuskers will need such involvement. 

“T think as coaches, we’re satisfied with where this team is 
at right now,” Solich said in late April. “Where we'll be at as 
far as the level of leadership remains to be seen. That's always 
the case.” 

Maybe so. But you can be sure he and his assistants have a 
pretty good idea. 
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” football, yousknow. Wait 


Proud supporters of Cornhuskers Football. 


Stop by the CellularONE store nearest you. 


New Faces 
in New Places 


Four young Huskers fare well 
in spring auditions at different positions 


MANAIA BROWN, T.J. Hollowell, Trevor 
Johnson and Lannie Hopkins all played a 
version of musical chairs with the 
Cornhuskers this spring. The major differ- 
ence in this game was all four walked away 
with the cake. 

Those four emerged from the 15 days of 
drills as the biggest winners in Nebraska's 
try-a-new-position sweepstakes, 

In a span that amounts to merely a short 
chapter in their NU history book, three of 
those players managed to prove themselves worthy of a No. 
2 spot at their position on the post-spring depth chart. 

Imagine what could happen after they get 29 more prac- 
tices. 

Hopkins, a 6-foot-2, 205-pound redshirt freshman might 
have been the story of the spring after switching from weak- 
side linebacker to rover. First of all, it's rare fora linebacker 
at Nebraska to try his hand in the secondary. And it’s even 
more rare that he’ll have an immediate impact. 

Hopkins made one. 

“Regardless of his technique or his responsibility on the 
play, you often see Lannie around the football,” said defen- 
sive coordinator Craig Bohl. 

Consider that the starting rover at NU has led 
the Huskers in tackles five of the last seven sea- 
sons and you get a better understanding for what 
Bohl is feeling. 

Hopkins heads into fall listed behind Dion 
Booker, who's also the No. 1 free safety. If Booker 
ends up playing there, we'll know Hopkins has 
done some more convincing. 

Closer to the defensive front is the sophomore 
Hollowell, who switched from weakside to mid- 
dle linebacker, At 6-1, 220, he'll never be confused 
with a Dick Butkus type. Then again, Butkus 
never clocked a 4.5 in the 40-yard dash, either. 

Hollowell will start the fall behind Jamie 
Burrow, and it won't be a case of Nebraska coach- 
es not sure of his readiness to play. With Burrow 
out most of spring with a pulled hamstring mus- 
cle, Hollowell showed off his athleticism and then came 
through with a six-tackle effort in the Red-White game. 

No doubt, the work up front by Brown and Johnson 
helped free up some lanes. 

Brown, a freshman from Salt Lake City who delayed his 
enrollment at NU until January while meeting NCAA eligi- 
bility standards, moved to nose tackle from rush end. And 
though the 6-4, 300-pounder was playing mainly on hunch- 
es, he wasn’t hard to miss. 

In the Red-White game, Brown made seven tackles, five of 
which came in the offensive backfield. 

“Manaia’s going to be a man,” said defensive line coach 
Jeff Jamrog. “He's probably, right now, the most powerful 
defensive lineman we have. And he’s near the top in terms of 
quickness. 

“At the absolute worst, he could be a guy who gets a great 
push in the pocket on third downs.” 

Brown will start fall behind Jason Lohr and Jon Clanton. 


Curt 
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Lannie Hopkins is a 
redshirt freshman 
from Rowlett, Texas. 


Then there's Johnson, a former tight end who caught on so 
quickly at the right rush end spot that he’s listed No. 2 
behind Demoine Adams). 

A skeptic will view his rise, and those of Hopkins, 
Hollowell and Brown, as a product of Nebraska lacking 
quality depth. And maybe that was the case — but I doubt 
it’s still an issue at those positions. 

Let’s move on ta some other tidbits while you get ready 
for the first tailgate of the fall. 

— NU’s interior defensive line, a question mark last sea- 
son due to the high number of injuries, might end up being 
the deepest area in 2001. 

Lohr, Clanton and tackles Jeremy Slechta and Casey 
Nelson are all veterans. They're being pushed by Brown, 
sophomore Ryon Bingham and Patrick Kabongo. And, in the 
fall, four highly regarded freshmen will join the mix. 

“But that depth can go in a hurry, probably on the line 
faster than any place else,” Bohl said. “We’re going to need 
all those guys.” 

— The Huskers will need a huge season from weakside 
linebacker Mark Vedral. He came out of his second straight 
spring with the No. 1 spot, but with Randy Stella’s status 
with the team shaky after Solich suspended him just before 
the start of spring drills, Vedral could have a 
much heavier load. Stella was NU’s No. 2 tackler 
last season. 

Left rush end Chris Kelsay appears ready to 
become a dominant player. During the spring, he 
separated himself from the rest of the competi- 
tion. 

— Although he drew little attention during the 
spring, I-back Dahrran Diedrick is entrenched as 
the No. 1 I-back. Sophomore DeAntae Grixby, 
junior Thunder Collins and sophomore Robin 
Miller are in a pack behind the junior, and in 
August, Marques Simmons of Davenport, lowa 
and Cory Ross of Denver will get some looks. 

— With fullback Judd Davies injured and 
eventually having outpatient surgery to repair a 
bulging disc in his back, redshirt freshman Steve 
Kriewald had Solich thinking he could fare well 
with the bruising Diedrick in a yards-after-contact contest. 

— Getting John Gibson back is a bonus. The wingback 
received a sixth year of eligibility, and he was at his best late 
last season. But Gibson still has a ways to go bouncing back 
from knee surgery that followed the Alamo Bowl. 

— We'll have to be patient with Nebraska's offensive line. 
The player projected to replace All-American guard Russ 
Hochstein, Jon Dawson, suffered a major knee injury in the 
spring. And with Dominic Raiola bypassing his senior sea- 
son, the center position is still to be decided between Jon 
Rutherford and John Garrison. 

— You don’t have to go far down the depth chart to try 
and map out Nebraska's future. Six redshirt freshmen enter 
fall camp No. 2 at their positions. 


Curt McKeever js 2 sportswriter, covering the University 
of Nebraska for the Lincoln Journal Star. In addition to 
reporting on football he ts the primary beat writer for the 
men's basketball and baseball teams 
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Nebraska Cornhuskers™ 
Autographed Leather 
Footballs 


Celebrate the Huskers™ legendary players with 
one or all three of these incredible autographed 
footballs. Each football is made of full leather and 
comes with a certificate of authenticity. This will 
make a great addition to your Huskers™ 
memorabilia collection. Sorry,no refunds once 
order is placed. We have three different 
autographed footballs to choose from: 


(A) SCORING EXPLOSION AUTOGRAPHED 
FOOTBALL... has reunited the great players of the 
1983 Huskers™ offense known as ‘The Scoring 
Explosion’. This football proudly displays the 
personally signed autographs of Irving Fryar, Turner 
Gill, and Heisman™ Trophy winner Mike Rozier! In 
1983, this trio shattered NCAA records by scoring 
an unprecedented 89 touchdowns and 624 points. 
Order yours today, limited quantity. 

Item# HUSKERS700 $219.95 + shipping 


(B) HEISMAN TROPHY CLUB AUTOGRAPHED 
FOOTBALL... The Heisman™ Trophy is the most 
prestigious award in college football. All Star Sports 
Enterprises is proud to offer this extraordinary 
football personally signed by Husker™ Heisman™ 
trophy winners Johnny Rodgers and Mike Rozier. 
Order yours today, limited quantity. 

Item# HUSKERS500 $189.95 + shipping 


(C) QUARTERBACK CLUB FOOTBALL 
AUTOGRAPHED FOOTBALL... This football is 
personally autographed by all three National 
Championship quarterbacks: Jerry Tagge 70-71, 
Tommie Frazier 94-95, Scott Frost 97. This will make 
a great addition to your Husker memorabilia. Order 
yours today, very limited quantity. 

Item# HUSKERS600 $219.95 + shipping 
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Eight-man product Kriewald 
earns respect with physical play 


IT WAS AN HONEST MISTAKE, really. 
After covering a high school football playoff 
game in 1994, a newspaper reporter dutiful- 
ly asked North Loup-Scotia Coach Rod 
Edsen why the solidly built young man 
standing on the sidelines in street clothes 
wasn't playing in such an important contest. 
Terry oe all, et Sones mote team 

couldn't use the help of a 200-pounder to 
es win the war in the trenches? The answer to 
the question was both simple and a little shocking: The 
youngster's name was Steve Kriewald, and he was in the sev- 
enth grade. 

That's not to say that Edsen wouldn't have liked to suit up 
Kriewald. Even in junior high, he stood 5-foot, 6 inches tall 
and weighed 205 pounds. 

"We would've loved to have been able to put him on the 
field," said Edsen, who is now the head football coach at 
Fairbury High School. "I have no doubt that we could have 
put him at nose guard that day, and he could've 
easily held his own." 

Even then it was clear that Kriewald would be 
a man playing against boys in prep athletics. But 
despite his dominance in eight-man football and 
Class D track and field, Kriewald was often so 
superior to his competition that it was difficult to 
judge his athleticism, and some may have won- 
dered if he deserved the college football scholar- 
ship Nebraska offered him during his junior year. 

But if there were any doubt that Kriewald could 
make it with the Cornhuskers, it has apparently 
been removed. Exhibit A is the post-spring depth 
chart. Kriewald, a 5-10, 255-pound redshirt fresh- 
man from Scotia, has advanced from off the radar 
screen to the No. 2 position behind Judd Davies. 

And with Davies missing spring practice to 
have surgery on his back, Kriewald got plenty of opportuni- 
ties to try and make an impression with the No. 1 offense. It 
appears the Nebraska coaching staff noticed. 

"He got yards after contact — a bunch of them — and 
made some runs that showed very, very well," Nebraska 
Coach Frank Solich said of Kriewald's performance during 
the spring. "I think in the little bit of time that Steve has been 
running our offense, he's picked it up really well. 

"His physical style of play was impressive." 

Kriewald said he was pleased with his progress this 
spring. The spring practice season was Kriewald's first real 
opportunity to show what he could do after spending most of 
last fall running other team's plays with the scout team. 

"I feel like it went real well this spring," Kriewald said. "I 
was rotating with the (number) ones. I'm really excited about 
a chance just to get out there and participate. I'd even like to 
get on special teams or something like that if] can." 

It should probably come as no surprise that a highly 
regarded and highly recruited player like Kriewald would be 
able to step right in and make an impact at Nebraska. 
However, coming from an eight-man football program, some 
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Steve Kriewald has 
moved up to No. 2 
on NU's depth chart. 


may have figured Kriewald had to prove himself first. 

Kriewald is believed to be just the fourth in-state eight- 
man player to be offered a scholarship out of high school in 
the past 25 years. He joins Terry Connealy (1990), Lance 
Lundberg ('89) and Dean Steinkuhler ('78) in that distinction. 

When Nebraska offered Kriewald a scholarship during 
his junior year, he said that removed most of the doubt in his 
mind that he could play major college football. Still, he 
knows that sometimes there's a stigma attached to small- 
school players. 

"Coming here with a scholarship, you've got to be able to 
prove yourself that much more," Kriewald said. "I hadn't 
thought about it too much because I got offered so early," 
Kriewald said. "It was a surprise for me to get offered, but I 
felt like I could do it. I guess if they saw it in me, and it was- 
n't even my senior year yet, there must have been something 
there." 

That doesn't mean that Kriewald doesn't take his share of 
ribbings. That comes with the territory when the population 
— of your hometown is about 350. 

"Every now and then people will kid you that 
they've had more people come to one of their 
high school games than live in my entire town," 
Kriewald said. "But it's just messing around. | 
pretty much get treated the same as everybody 
else, so it's not too bad," 

Most of the kidding probably ceased this 
spring when Kriewald unleashed a steady bar- 
rage of powerful runs and bone-crushing blocks 
in scrimmages. 

Starting I-back Dahrran Diedrick said he 
knew Kriewald was for real when he saw him 
punish several would-be tacklers during a run 
that the team now refers to as "The Makovicka" — 
named for former NU fullback Joel Makovicka's 
memorable run against Akron in 1997. 

"As we could see in the scrimmages, he can carry guys on 
his back and still keep going," Diedrick said. "He's a real 
powerful runner, and we know that we'll see good things 
from him. The plays aren't all second nature to him yet, but 
you can see that once he really gets confidence in himself 
that he can do it, he's going to be an excellent fullback." 

While running skills are an a bonus, everyone knows that 
the No. 1 job for fullbacks in the Nebraska offense is to 
block. Solich said he thought Kriewald — an offensive line- 
man during his first years of high school football — had 
picked up the blocking schemes extremely well. 

"I think as well as anybody we've had in a short period of 
time," Solich said. "There was probably a little bit of concern 
coming in because of him playing eight-man ball, as to how 
it was all going to fit. He made that all work well." 

Just like Edsen knew it would. 

"I've been coaching for 20 years and there hasn't been any- 
body like Steve," Edsen said. "He's a special young man." 


Terry Douglass 's the sports editor of the Grand /|sland 
Independent. He can be reached at douglass@ginetworks.com. 


On Friday May 11, fans said goodbye to 
the Big Red Shop to make room for the 
next great Nebraska Football Tradition. 
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Dec. 1, 2000 — Construction began with the ceremonial ground- 
breaking. While our architects and contractors are hard at work 
preparing the Nebraska Champions Club to open this fall for the 
Pigskin Classic, we want to let you know, now is the time to 


become a part of the ULTIMATE GAMEDAY EXPERIENCE. 


PRICE INCREASE SCHEDULED 

The season opener is only 2 months away. Get in now and save 
25 percent as membership costs will increase from $20,000 to 
$25,000 effective Oct. 1. Reserve your spot now before it’s gone. 


FOUNDING MEMBERSHIPS ARE LIMITED 
Memberships are: 1) Open to all Husker fans 2) Good for 25 
years 3) Eighty percent tax deductible 4) Can be split by up to 
three parties — however, there are a limited number left. 


IMAGINE YOURSELF IN SUNNY PASADENA 


All members will be entered to win a Rose Bow! trip for two. 
One hour before the Notre Dame game kickoff, Husker Legend 
Johnny Rodgers will present the lucky winners with this trip. 


“The trip we won last year to the Alamo Bowl was an absolute 
thrill! The Nebraska Alumni Association put together a wonderful 
event and we are extremely excited for the season to begin and 
start enjoying our Champions Club Membership!” 


Darrel and Ellen Smith, Papillion 


NEBRASKA CHAMPIONS CLUB 
www.unl.edu/alumni/championsclub (888) 353-1874 or (402) 472-4246 
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Frank Solich 


At A Glance 
Big 12 All 

Year W L W 

1998 5 2 9 

1999 ye oe 

2000 6 2 10 

Totals 18 6 31 
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season 
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Mike Babcock 
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t’s safe to assume that 
Nebraska won’t be No. 1 in 
the pre-season national rank- 
ings. And that’s fine with 
Cornhusker Coach Frank 
Solich. He can do without all 

of the media attention. 
On the other hand, he 
would rather his fourth team 
not be ignored completely. “I guess if 
you look at it, if you have people that 
feel you're pretty good, hopefully 
you're going to be pretty good,” he 
said. “If no one thinks you’re going to 
be pretty good, then you’ve probably 

got problems.” 

The interest resulting from the 
Cornhuskers’ pre-season No. 1 rank- 
ing a year ago did prove to be a dis- 
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Junior tackle Jon Clanton and his defensive teammates hope to put more pressure 
on opposing quarterbacks in 2001. 
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After his second shoulder surgery in as many years, Eric Crouch should be back at full speed for his senior season. 


traction, and “I think all that activity 
probably didn’t help,” said Solich. 

“But I don’t know that it hurt. We 
still got off to a good start.” 

Except for the week following the 
Missouri game, when they dropped to 
No. 2 in the Associated Press poll, the 
Cornhuskers retained their No. 1 
ranking until losing at Oklahoma, 31- 
14. “We still played really very good 
football at times during the early part 
of the season,” Solich said. 

“There were just a couple of times 
where we did not get it done.” 

The other time Nebraska didn’t get 
it done, of course, was in mid- 
November, a 29-28 loss at Kansas 
State. The Cornhuskers were ranked 
fourth in the AP poll the week of that 
game. 

The activity surrounding the pre- 
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Top Three 
Returning Rushers 
Player Att. Yds. TD 
Eric Crouch 169 971 20 
Dahrran Diedrick 33 212 3 
Judd Davies 18 183 1 


season No. 1 ranking had nothing to 
do with the losses, according to 
Solich. In retrospect, however, the 
lofty ranking might not have been jus- 
tified. 

That isn’t to suggest he lacked con- 
fidence in his team. He “felt good” 
about it. 

“But I was concerned about the top 
players that we lost on the defensive 
side of the ball, and, you know, I think 


there was some good reason for con- 
cern,” he said. “For whatever reason, I 
think people saw the offensive people 
coming back . . . and felt this was a 
non-stop football team. 

“But that’s why they call it a team. 
You have an offense and you have a 
defense and you have special teams. 
And very seldom are you going to be 
able to get it done if you are just great 
in one of those three areas. You'd bet- 
ter have another area that’s working 
really, really well for you.” 

Oklahoma and Florida State, who 
met for the national championship in 
the Orange Bowl game, provided evi- 
dence of that, according to Solich. 
“They both had great defenses. They 
both had special teams that could hurt 
you,” he said. “And I think they did 
that very well.” 


Although both teams had potent 
offenses, defense and special-teams 
play determined the Orange Bowl’s 
outcome. The Sooners completely 
shut down Florida State to win 13-2. 

Nebraska didn’t have a national- 
title caliber defense last season, nor 
was its special teams play consistently 
at that level. Solich acknowledges 
those deficiencies now. 

“We probably were not a complete 
football team last year,” he said. 

Statistics reflect that. The 
Cornhuskers ranked 26th nationally 
in both scoring defense and total 
defense, allowing averages of 19.4 
points and 321.8 yards per game. The 
scoring average was the highest since 
1958 (23.5), while the yardage average 
was the highest since 1991 (342.9). 

Those numbers have provided off- 
season motivation for the Blackshirts. 

“Our goal is to show up, to prove 
to people we weren't near the kind of 
defense last year that we want to be,” 
said strongside linebacker Scott 
Shanle, one of eight defensive players 
with starting experience. 

Weakside linebacker Randy Stella, 
a ninth, was suspended indefinitely 
before spring practice began. Whether 
he'll be reinstated for his senior sea- 
son won't be determined until late 
summer. 

With or without him, the defense is 
committed to being better than last 


Tracey Wistrom 


Top Three 


Returning Receivers 


Player No. Yds. TD 
19 314 5 


Tracey Wistrom 
John Gibson Si AT) if 
Jon Bowling 4 46 1 


season. 

“Nobody is going to settle for just 
being an average defense,” Shanle 
said. “We want to be an excellent 


defense because we know an excellent 
defense will be what gets us to the Big 
12 championship (game) and the 
national championship (game) and 
win those games. 

“We know that defense wins cham- 
pionships. There’s not a guy on this 
defense that doesn’t believe that. It got 
old last year hearing, ‘the defense this, 
the defensive that’ in a negative way. 
So we’re out this year to have people 
talk about the Blackshirts, the defense, 
in a positive tone.” 

Depending on Stella’s status, 
Nebraska will have starters returning 
at seven or eight positions. If Stella 
returns to play weakside linebacker, 
middle linebacker, rover and right 
rush end would be the only positions 
at which there aren’t returning 
starters. And Demoine Adams, who 
had four starts and shared time with 
Chris Kelsay at left rush end last sea- 
son, moved to the right side in the 
spring. 

Jamie Burrow succeeds Carlos Polk 
at middle linebacker, while Dion 
Booker, the returning starter at free 
safety, could start at rover, with Willie 
Amos likely at free safety. If Booker 
starts at free safety, however, then 
Lannie Hopkins would probably step 
in at rover. 

Hopkins was moved from weak- 
side linebacker during the spring. 

The play at rover will be a key. “It’s 
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probably as important as any position 
on the defensive team,” Solich said. 
“It’s a difficult position because you’ re 
asking a guy to cover wideouts but 
then you're (also) asking them to tack- 
le big, strong running backs coming 
up the middle.” 

In any case, the Cornhuskers should 
have options at safety. 

“Tt should be really a strong posi- 
tion for us,” said Solich, 

That's true of the entire secondary 
with the return of cornerbacks Keyuo 
Craver, Erwin Swiney and DeJuan 
Groce and the play during the spring 
of some youngsters, including corner- 
back Pat Ricketts and free safety 
Jerrell Pippens, both  walk-ons. 
Ricketts could end up as the top nick- 
el back. 

Depth is a concern at linebacker, 
not only because of the uncertainty 
regarding Stella but also because 
back-up middle linebacker Tony Tata 
suffered a knee injury during spring 
practice, causing defensive coordina- 
tor Craig Bohl to move T.J. Hollowell 
from the weakside to the middle. 

Hollowell moved from the strong- 
side to the weakside, where he backed 
up Mark Vedral, to start the spring. 
Vedral, who started once when Stella 
was injured, played well in the spring. 

Shanle is confident there won't be a 
significant dropoff at middle line- 
backer. “Jamie's a great athlete,” he 
said of Burrow. “He’s going to do 
great. I think he proved last year when 
he got into games he can make big 
plays. He's a very physical player and 
he’s got good instincts.” 

The defense is determined to be 
more physical, according to Kelsay. “] 
think we're going to be a lot more 
physical than we were last year,” he 
said. “We’re going to have a nasty 
defense. 

“We're a blue-collar defense. There 
aren’t a whole lot of big names. 
There’s no one person that just really 
stands out on top of everybody else. 
We're a unified bunch, playing for 
each other.” 

Defensive tackle Jeremy Slechta 
and nose tackle Jason Lohr have been 
playing side-by-side since they were 
true freshmen, giving Nebraska a 
solid base up front — if Lohr recovers 
from post-spring back surgery. “It 
doesn’t appear to be the type of sur- 
gery that would hold him out,” Solich 
said. 

The defensive line, particularly 
with Lohr, “can be a strong point for 
us,” he said. 

Jon Clanton and Casey Nelson 
along with young players Patrick 
Kabongo, Manaia Brown and Ryon 
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Keyuo Craver 


Top Three 


Returning Tacklers* 
Player UT AT TT 
Keyuo Craver 33 23 56 
30 25 55 
19 27 46 


Scott Shanle 
Jason Lohr 
*Linebacker Randy Stella, who 
had 58 tackles in 2000, was sus- 
pended indefinitely in the spring. 


Bingham — if he can get healthy — 
will make tackle one of the team’s 
deepest positions. 

The offense must be rebuilt around 
only four returning starters: left tackle 
Dave Volk, left guard Toniu Fonoti, 
tight end Tracey Wistrom and quar- 
terback Eric Crouch. 

Volk and Fonoti provide a solid 
foundation for the line, which will 
include Jon Rutherford starting at any 
of the other three positions, depend- 
ing on how quickly young players 
develop. 

Rutherford, who was regarded asa 
starter last season, probably will 
begin two-a-day practices at center, 
with Dan Waldrop or Chris Loos at 
right tackle and Wes Cody at right 
guard. 

Loos missed spring practice 
because of a knee injury. 

Waldrop and Cody played well 
during the spring. That “was not nec- 
essarily a pleasant surprise, but it’s 
not just automatic that happens with 
young linemen,” Solich said. 

Jon Dawson also was playing well 
at right guard before a knee injury. 

Dominic Raiola’s early departure 
for the NFL created a void at center, 
which John Garrison or Matt Shook 
would fill if Rutherford were to end 


up starting at right guard or right 
tackle. With everyone healthy, the 
offensive line should have sufficient 
depth to allow for rotation to keep 
players fresh, 

Wistrom again heads up the deep- 
est offensive position. The 
Cornhuskers were so well-stocked at 
tight end that Trevor Johnson was 
moved to rush end during the spring 
and quickly established himself on 
the depth chart there. “We were real 
satisfied with what he got accom- 
plished,” said Solich. 

Aaron Golliday and Jon Bowling 
are the top two tight ends after 
Wistrom. But Kyle Ringenberg, a 
walk-on from Elkhorn, Neb., also 
played well there after moving from 
rush end. Plus, Chris Septak and Phil 
Peetz are scholarship players, giving 
Nebraska five tight ends currently on 
scholarship. 

The key player on offense is 
Crouch, who, barring the unforeseen, 
will play his final season without pain 
in his right shoulder. Unlike a year 
ago, Crouch didn’t hurry his rehabili- 
tation following surgery on the shoul- 
der. “And I think that will prove to be 
the best thing for him,” Solich said. 

And for the Cornhuskers because 
as Crouch goes, so goes the offense. 

“T know that there are a lot of eyes 
on me,” the senior from Omaha said. 

There also will be a lot of pressure 
on him applied by opposing defenses 
until a group of new receivers and 
running backs prove they're capable 
of shouldering some of the load. 

Dahrran Diedrick emerged from 
spring practice where he began it, 
atop the depth chart at I-back. And 
“Dahrran is a clear No. 1 at this 
point,” Solich said after releasing the 
depth chart. 

The order of those behind him — 
DeAntae Grixby, Thunder Collins and 
Robin Miller — is not clear. 

The plan apparently isn’t to rotate 
I-backs, as Dan Alexander and Correll 
Buckhalter did last season, “If you 
havea guy that just steps forward and 
is clearly the guy at the position, and 
out-distances everybody else at the 
position, I think you go with him,” 
said Solich. 

Judd Davies underwent back sur- 
gery in the spring, creating some con- 
cern at fullback, although Steve 
Kriewald and Paul Kastl have shown 
they are capable of handling the posi- 
tion. 

The surgery will make the versatile 
Davies even better. Playing with pain 
last season, he “ probably was not able 
to operate at quite the level he will 
operate at,” Solich said. 


Nebraska’s receiving corps 
received a big boost when the NCAA 
granted John Gibson a sixth season of 
eligibility. Split end Wilson Thomas 
and wingback Troy Hassebroek are 
the only other experienced wide 
receivers. And they have only one 
career pass reception between them. 

“That's a spot where we're going to 
need people to step up,” said Solich. 

Ben Cornelson and Ben Zajicek are 
among those expected to step up. But 
both were limited by injuries during 
spring practice, which was “a little bit 
discouraging for us,” Solich said. 

Because of the depth concerns at 
wide receiver, Josh Brown tried split 
end in the spring. But he’ll focus on 
place-kicking in the fall, and try to 
hold off the challenge of Sandro 
DeAngelis. 

Kyle Larson succeeds Dan 
Hadenfeldt as the punter, and 
Garrison is back to handle the deep- 
snapping. But other elements of the 
kicking game still must be deter- 
mined. 

“There are a lot of things that need 
to be resolved, certainly. Stuff like 
kickoff returns, punt returns, those 
kind of things, are still in question 
somewhat,” said Solich. 

Nebraska’s special-teams play was- 
n't pre-season No. 1 quality early on a 
year ago. That was apparent in the 
Cornhuskers’ second game, a 27-24 
overtime victory at Notre Dame. The 
Fighting Irish scored second-half 
touchdowns on a 100-yard kickoff 
return and an 83-yard punt return. 

“We weren't satisfied with what we 
got done with special teams through 
last season,” Solich said. “In order for 
us to vie for a championship of any 
sort, we need to show improvement.” 

Even though the Cornhuskers 
won't be No. 1 in the pre-season polls, 
they'll be in the top 10, and possibly in 
the top five, though that’s probably a 
stretch considering they finished 
eighth in the AP rankings and seventh 
in the ESPN/USA Today coaches’ poll 
last season. 

Still, Nebraska has “a chance to bea 
very good football team,” said Solich. 
“There are areas that we've certainly 
got to get better at. But I think we have 
the capability. We have the kind of ath- 
letes that it takes. I think we have 
excellent team speed. I think we'll be 
an aggressive, physical football team. 

“And I’m excited about the oppor- 
tunity to improve in some areas.” 

Though excited doesn’t describe it, 
he’s also happy about the prospect of 
less interest. Fewer national reporters 
on campus during the summer will be 
just fine with him. 
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2001 SCHEDULE 


Texas Christian (ABC) 
Troy State 

Notre Dame (ABC) 
Rice 

@ Missouri 

lowa State 

@ Baylor 

Texas Tech (Homecoming) 
Oklahoma 

@ Kansas 

Kansas State 

@ Colorado (ABC) 


(Times are subject to change and are Central) 


Noon 
6 p.m. 
7 p.m. 

TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
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Award- 


Tenopir says 
Fonoti, Volk 
both qualify 
as Outland 
candidates 
in 2001 


By Mike Babcock 


ertainly, Milt Tenopir is 

biased. But the Nebraska 

offensive line coach also 

speaks with the authority 

of having worked with 

five Outland Trophy win- 
ners during his 27 seasons. 

And one of the five, Dave 
Rimington, won the Outland twice, 
something no other player has done 
since the award for the nation’s top 
collegiate interior lineman was estab- 
lished in 1946. 

No program can boast of more 
Outland Trophy winners than 
Nebraska, and that’s not even count- 
ing the two earned by Cornhusker 
defensive players Larry Jacobson and 
Rich Glover. Oklahoma and Ohio 
State are tied for second on the all- 
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Winning 
Season? 


time list, with four Outlands apiece. 

The point is, Tenopir knows what 
it takes to win the Outland Trophy. 
And he considers not one but two 
Cornhusker offensive linemen as 
qualified candidates for the 2001 
award. 

The two are tackle Dave Volk and 
guard Toniu Fonoti. “You'd be hard- 
pressed if you really evaluated film to 
find them any better,” Tenopir said. 
“They're pretty exceptional players.” 

Volk and Fonoti, who play next to 
each other on the left side, are the 
only returning starters in a line that 
would have had a third if center 
Dominic Raiola hadn’t left early for 
the NFL. 

Raiola was among three finalists 
for the Outland Trophy last season. 
The award went to defensive tackle 
John Henderson, who returned for his 
senior season at Tennessee. The other 
finalist was Texas offensive tackle 
Leonard Davis, the second pick over- 
all in the NFL draft. 

“Dom probably would have won 
that thing hands-down had there not 
been two from the Big 12 in the final 
three,” Tenopir said, his bias showing 
through. “A lot of factors are involved 
there.” 

Among the factors in winning the 
Outland Trophy, or any of a dozen or 
so other individual awards including 
the Heisman Trophy — the oldest and 
probably the most prestigious — is 
national media exposure. Some 
schools promote candidates with 
elaborate, full-color posters and mail- 
ings. 
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“We don’t do a lot of that,” said 
Tenopir. But, he quickly added, sports 
information director Chris Anderson 
“does a good job of getting names out 
in front of people.” 

Getting the names of Cornhusker 
offensive linemen in front of people 
usually ensures their candidacy for 
the Outland Trophy and/or the 
Lombardi Award, which is presented 
by the Rotary Club of Houston to the 
“nation’s top collegiate lineman” — 
not necessarily an interior lineman. 
Raiola was among four finalists for 
the 2000 Lombardi Award, won by 
Florida State defensive end Jamal 
Reynolds. 

The Cornhuskers have had four 
Lombardi Award winners, most 
recently rush end Grant Wistrom in 
1997. Wistrom’s brother Tracey, a 
third-team Associated Press All- 
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Junior left guard Toniu Fonoti (77) and senior left tackle Dave Volk (58) are the only returning starters from an offensive line that 
helped the Huskers to a No. 1 finish nationally in rushing offense. 


American tight end last season, was 
one of 52 preliminary candidates on 
the 2001 Lombardi watch list 
announced in early May. 

Tracey Wistrom also will be a can- 
didate for the John Mackey Award, 
presented by the Nassau County, 
N.Y., Sports Commission to the 
nation’s “top Division I-A tight end.” 

Wistrom was a semifinalist for the 
award last season. 

Cornerback Keyuo Craver has 
been included on the Jim Thorpe 
Award watch list the past two sea- 
sons and figures to be on it again. The 
Thorpe Award was established in 
1986 and is presented to the nation’s 
“outstanding (collegiate) defensive 
back” by the Jim Thorpe Association. 

And quarterback Eric Crouch will 


again be a candidate for both the 
Davey O’Brien Award and the 
Heisman Trophy. He was a semifinal- 
ist for the former, and though he did- 
n't finish in the top 10 in balloting, he 
was in the running for the Heisman 
Trophy until late in the season. 

The official publication of the 
Downtown Athletic Club of New 
York City included a color photo of 


Crouch in a “2000 Heisman 
Aspirants” section of its December 
issue. 

Only two of the top 10 finishers in 
voting for last year’s Heisman 
Trophy, won by Florida State quarter- 
back Chris Weinke, return: running 
backs Damien Anderson of 
Northwestern and Ken Simonton of 
Oregon State. Anderson finished fifth 


Returning Honors Candidates 


Keyuo Craver 
Eric Crouch 
Toniu Fonoti 


2000 Jim Thorpe Award Watch List 
2000 Davey O’Brien Quarterback Semifinalist 
2000 Outland Trophy Watch List 


Tracey Wistrom 2000 John Mackey Award Semifinalist 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 17 


in the voting, while Simonton fin- 
ished 10th. 

Clemson quarterback Woodrow 
Dantzler also is back and will figure 
in the mix. 

Barring extraordinary statistics, 
and because running quarterbacks 
haven’t gotten much consideration 
the last 30-plus years, Crouch’s 
Heisman candidacy will depend on 
team success. 

And even then, there are no guar- 
antees. Tommie Frazier led Nebraska 
to the national championship in 1995 
but finished second to Ohio State’s 
Eddie George in the Heisman race. 
Frazier had an outstanding season, as 
well as tremendous career success. 
But George had more impressive sta- 
tistics. 

Wistrom is a longshot to win either 
the Mackey Award or the Lombardi 
Award, which typically has gone to 
defensive players. The Cornhuskers 
don’t pass much, and tight ends are 
often evaluated on receiving statistics 
even though much more goes into 
playing their position. 

And Craver will probably be over- 
looked, as he has been — as evi- 
denced by his only receiving all-con- 
ference honorable mention from the 
Associated Press and Big 12 coaches 
in 2000. 

Predicting such things is an exer- 
cise in futility. But if Nebraska adds 
another individual trophy to the cases 
in the Hewitt Center in 2001, it likely 
will be a ninth Outland or a fifth 
Lombardi Award, a 40-pound block 
of granite — Vince Lombardi was one 
of Fordham’s famed “Seven Blocks of 
Granite.” 

The Cornhuskers’ offensive line 
tradition is a factor in gaining nation- 
al exposure, and “it’s a lot of publici- 
ty more than sometimes what they 
actually do on the field,” Tenopir 
said. 

“Those guys that have won it (the 
Outland Trophy) certainly were excel- 
lent football players. But it’s voted on 
by folks that really don’t watch tape 
to evaluate kids.” 

Watching videotape is about the 
only way to evaluate offensive line- 
men because there are really no statis- 
tics, though Nebraska’s rushing suc- 
cess provides an indirect basis. 

“If you can get 350 yards a ball- 
game running the football, some- 
body's got to be doing some work,” 
said Tenopir. “I think because of that, 
our linemen probably get a little more 
attention.” 
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Senior left cornerback Keyuo Craver has been named to the Jim Thorpe Award 


Watch List the past two seasons. 


And rushing yardage itself isn’t 
the only  attention-getter for 
Cornhusker offensive linemen. “Even 
people watching the game that don’t 
know anything about football can see 
a big old 300-pound kid running out 
in the open field, running over folks, 
leading the back down the field,” said 
Tenopir. 

Volk, a senior from Battle Creek, 
Neb., is 6-foot-5 and 300 pounds. 
Fonoti, a junior from Hauula, Hawaii, 
is 6-4 and 340 pounds. Volk, in many 
ways the forgotten man in the offen- 
sive line the past two seasons, “has 


made himself into a very good foot- 
ball player,” Tenopir said. 

Specifically, Volk has an Outland 
Trophy candidate’s ability. “But Toniu 
would probably be the leading candi- 
date,” said Tenopir. “Again, it goes 
back to, really, recognition.” 

Fonoti played as a true freshman, 
something that almost never happens 
in Nebraska's offensive line. He was 
second-team All-Big 12 according to 
the AP and the conference coaches. 
And his name was included on the 
Outland Trophy watch list last sea- 
son. Such recognition helps. 
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QUARTERBACK 


mall things often make a big difference in recruiting. For instance, if the shrubbery on campus hadn't been so meticu- 


lously manicured, Eric Crouch might have gone to Notre Dame. 


That's a bit of a stretch, dramatic license you might say. But Nebraska’s senior quarterback did make a recruiting trip 
to South Bend, Ind., and the tradition that attracts Blue Chip athletes and perennially puts the Fighting Irish atop 


recruiting analysts’ lists did influence Crouch in a negative way. 


Notre Dame was “almost too traditional for me,” he said, describing his visit to Notre Dame. “I mean, the bushes were 


PERSONNEL 


that I got when I was there, I just wasn’t used to that.” 


: No disrespect, but tradition to e { 
Returning P adition to one person can be dust to another. 


Eric Crouch 
Jammal Lord 
Joe Chrisman 

Lost 


None said, “You've got the wrong idea. We wanted you to play quarterback.” 


cut perfectly, and all the stuff on campus. . . . it was kind of strange for me to see. The sense or the aura 

Though well maintained, the Notre Dame campus was “old looking,” he said. 

Even so, Crouch might have gone beyond appearances and considered the Irish more seriously if they 
hadn’t hedged on his playing quarterback. Dave Roberts, Notre Dame’s offensive coordinator at the time, 
said he was being recruited as a quarterback but they might try him at other positions, too. 

Later, when Crouch told Roberts by phone that he would sign a letter of intent with Nebraska, Roberts 


There was no mention of other positions. Crouch laughs in recalling their conversation. 


Truth be told, Notre Dame would have been hard-pressed to wrest Crouch from Nebraska. He was 


attracted by home-state loyalty and by a Cornhusker offense similar to the one he directed at Omaha's Millard North High 


School. And, of course, he wanted to be close to family and friends. 

Home would be only an hour’s drive away “if I got homesick,” said Crouch. “And that hap- 
pened quite a bit when I was a freshman. I’m glad it worked out the way it did.” 

Still, he didn’t want to second-guess himself or wonder if he would have been better off 
elsewhere. So he visited not only Notre Dame but also Ohio State before settling on the 
Cornhuskers. 

The landscaping in Columbus, Ohio, didn’t put him off. “I had a really good trip there, a lot 
of fun,” he said. “IFT would have decided to go to another school, that’s where it probably would 
have been. They had a great facility and the coaches and players were all down-to-earth, great 

eople. 
e mt made me feel more at home when I was there than at Notre Dame.” 

But like Roberts, Ohio State’s quarterbacks coach, Walt Harris, told Crouch that the Buckeyes 
might want to utilize his speed at a position other than quarterback, probably wide receiver. 

He had run 40-yard dashes in 4.33 and 4.34 seconds at Ohio State’s summer camp. “Of course 
those were hand-held times,” Crouch said. “But they (the coaches) were impressed.” 

So when he was told he would be recruited as an “athlete,” any doubts that he would end up 
at Nebraska were effectively eliminated. “I was pretty set on playing quarterback,” he said. 

Four years later, the wisdom of Crouch’s decision is apparent. With one season remaining, he 
has established himself among the most productive quarterbacks in Cornhusker history. He has 
already rushed for more career yards (2,319) than any Nebraska quarterback. He ranks sixth all- 
time in passing yards (2,971). And only Tommie Frazier had more than his 5,290 total offense 

ards. 
% What makes his passing yardage even more impressive is that he has thrown the last two sea- 
sons with a sore right shoulder, 

In his final go-around, Crouch should finally be able to throw pain-free, following surgery — 
his second on the shoulder — in early January and a careful rehabilitation program that kept him 
from doing any passing until the first of May. “So there’s no question I know that he can be a 
passer that we know he can be, hopefully high in the 50-percent range, and we'll go from there,” 
Gill said. 

Crouch’s career-completion percentage is 49.6, with 22 touchdowns and 15 interceptions. 

A healthy right shoulder also should enhance his mental well-being. “He’s physically tough; 
there’s no doubt about that,” said Gill. “But I think that’s going to ease his mind to think about 
some other things, to anticipate better plays versus being concerned about, ‘Am I going to be 
able to make the proper throw in a certain situation?’ So there’s no question it’s going to help 
him mentally.” 
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Gill anticipates an out 
standing season for Crouch 
After four years in the pro 
gram, the an unspoken 
communication 
player and coach 
going to even take it to anoth 
1g the 
same thing that we as co 
es are wanting to call, antic 
pating what we're going to 
call,” said Gill “He's not 
going to be 100 percent cor 
rect in what w going to 
call. But he’s going to pretty 
well know what we're going 
to be anticipating on every 
play.” 

Even 
potential 


between 
‘He's now 


er level, almost knc 


Crouch, a 
Trophy 


though 
Heisman 
candidate, is the only return- 


arter in the offensive 
backfield, that’s “not going to 
put any more pre on 
him,” Gill said, adding, “| 
want him to play within our 
offense and everything el 5 
going to take care of itself. 
Lord, of course, gained 
valuable experience in the 
spring, 
lined 


with Crotch side 


If Crouch has been distracted even a little by pain in his shoulder, he hasn’t let on, He’s shown the durability so essential 
to a quarterback in Nebraska’s option-oriented offensive system. “I’ve made it through every season so far, playing every 


game, being ready to go,” Crouch said. 
Barring something unforeseen during the summer, he'll be ready for his final season. 


“T always think about my career here at Nebraska as being something that I’ve accomplished (that) I never thought | ever 
would, It’s something I think about (as) I’m blessed. It’s something that maybe a lot of people thought I wouldn’t do,” he 


said. “It’s been a lifetime dream for me.” 


The realization of his dream of playing college football probably wouldn’t have been quite the same if he had gone to Ohio 
State or Notre Dame. A Nebraskan playing at Nebraska is special, with its own special demands. “People grow up and they 


want to be the star,” said Crouch. 


But “sometimes when you get to that point, you start learning that it’s a little bit different than you expected. It’s just not 
all gold chains and diamond rings. There are a lot of negative things that go along with it. 


As a junior, Eric Crouch was 
Nebraska’‘s No. 2 rusher, with 971 
yards and 20 touchdowns. 


And [ think it takes a special person to build the right type of character.” 
For him, however, the positives have far out-stripped the negatives. “The last eight 
months I'm ever going to be here, it’s real sad, you know? It’s my last shot,” he said. 
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ahrran Diedrick couldn't have been assigned a better host for his recruiting visit. Anman Green, who ranks second in 
career rushing at Nebraska, showed him around campus, and town. 
Spending time with Green was “just real good because that’s somebody you watch on TV all the time,” Diedrick 
said recalling the visit. “So he’s kind of like a celebrity to you. 
“You come in and he shows you around; it’s pretty good.” 
Three years later, Diedrick still talks respectfully of Green, whom he recalls as “kind of a quiet guy. I didn’t really ask ques- 
tions. I just wanted to go out and feel it out for myself,” said Diedrick. “So he just put me in the environment. | did what he 
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FULLBACK 


person. 


good job so far.” 


did that weekend. I was just tagging along.” 

The Cornhuskers would like to see Diedrick tag along with Green, so to speak, by doing what he did 
as an I-back during his three seasons at Nebraska. That’s not to say Diedrick needs to rush for 1,877 yards 
and 22 touchdowns, as Green did in 1997. A reasonable facsimile would do just fine. 

OK. A reasonable facsimile of the second-best single-season rushing total in school history might be a 
little bit, well... unreasonable. Diedrick will be under enough pressure as it is. Still, those who ought to 
know are confident that the junior I-back can handle the job, as well as the pressure. 

In fact, quarterback Eric Crouch paid him the ultimate compliment following the Spring Game. “The 
way he runs, the way he looks, he reminds me a lot of Anman Green,” Crouch said. 

Lest that comment be taken out of context, Crouch qualified what he meant. Diedrick’s style is simi- 
lar to Green's, “The way he runs low to the ground, his move- 
ment and his body build are very, very similar,” Crouch said. “It’s 
one thing to compare him to someone. But Dahrran’s his own 
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“Obviously, he’s going to have to prove that. And he’s done a 


Dave Gillespie, Diedrick’s position coach, agrees with Crouch 
about Diedrick’s job so far. He showed in the spring that he’s 
ready to take over for Dan Alexander and Correll Buckhalter. 

“He realized that now it was his turn, and the thing I really, 


really liked about what he did was, he had that killer instinct, 
that, ‘I’m going to leave no stone unturned in preparation. I’m going to be perfect in 
everything I do. Every play I run in practice, I’m going to try to be perfect. In meet- 
ings, I’m going to be really focused and make sure I understand exactly what's going 


A healthy Judd Davies would give 
Nebraska versatility at fullback. As a 
backup to Willie Miller in 2000, Davies 
played in every game, rushing 18 times 
for 183 yards and catching three passes 
for 49 yards. 
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on,’ “ said Gillespie. 

“To a degree, he did that the last couple 
of years. But it’s never been at the same 
heightened sense of urgency, that, ‘It’s all 
going to be really meaningful for me now 
because I'm going to be the guy out there 
getting it done.’ His response and his sense 
of urgency about it were really good.” 

Diedrick’s demeanor didn’t surprise 
Gillespie. He has been focused from the 
beginning, when he arrived in January of 1998 and went through his first spring of 
practices. 

He has never coasted. “Even in those two years where he probably knew he was- 
n't going to be the guy, he still worked hard, came to every practice wanting to get 
better and waiting for that opportunity,” Gillespie said. “It’s probably like being 
vice president of the United States. You're not very important at first in the scope of 
things. But you're one heartbeat away from being very important. 

“I think he understood that, and certainly prepared himself well. And I think in 
the back of his mind, he was preparing himself for this time right now, when it was 
going to be his time.” 

That this would be his time was fairly apparent going into spring. Diedrick 
began atop the depth chart and stayed there. “Dahrran is a clear No. 1 at this point,” 
Coach Frank Solich said afterward. “That can certainly change. But he didn’t do 
anything this spring to have that not be the case. 

“He’s shown enough during two seasons and this spring to list him there.” 

The 6-foot, 225-pound Diedrick has 
carried 90 times for 515 yards and five 
touchdowns during those two seasons. 
More importantly, though, he has shown 
the strength, durability and willingness 
to run inside the tackles, something 
Nebraska’s offense demands of an I-back. 


Junior Dahrran Diedrick is the clearcut 
No. 1 at I-back and heir apparent to Dan 
Alexander and Correll Buckhalter. 
Diedrick has rushed for 515 yards and 
five touchdowns in two seasons. He has 
averaged 5.7 yards per carry. 


About the only question that remains to be 
answered is whether Diedrick can make big 
plays. He didn’t during the spring, but then he 
didn’t carry much in scrimmages before the 
Red-White game, in which he carried 18 times 
for 52 yards and one touchdown. His long run 
was 15 yards. 

“You always get a little concerned about not 
having big plays in the spring game. But 
Dahrran has, at times, broken some big plays for 
us in games,” Solich said. 

He broke a 42-yard touchdown run against 
Kansas State the season before last. 

“So we know the capability’s there,” said 
Solich. 

Such plays are evidence of Diedrick’s prepa- 
ration, even when he knew he would be a back- 
up. 
“That’s ones of the things I really admired 
about Dahrran,” said Gillespie. “At least he 
never visibly showed any signs of discourage- 
ment or frustration with me through that time. 
He certainly played well enough, when he was 
given the opportunity, where in his own mind 
and in a lot of people’s minds, he could have 
made a great case for saying, ‘Hey, I should be 
playing more.’ 

“T know there were people who felt like he 
should. But Dahrran never came across that 
way. He was always supportive of the guys 
ahead of him and came to practice every day 
preparing like he was going to be the guy that : = ae é 
was going to play the whole game. It made my Thunder Collins rushed for 77 yards in limited action in his first season as 
job easier.” @ a Husker. He was the leading rusher in the Spring Game with 55 yards. 
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Witness all of the excitement from the 2001 season with your subscription to Husker 
Video. Each week during the season you will receive a video tape of the entire game 
complete with the radio broadcast for audio. The Blackshirts have a pack of hungry 
new faces and the offense is loaded. A tough schedule includes Notre Dame, OU, KSU 
and CU! Get all of the action sent to you from Husker Video. Call Toll Free 1-800-230-3831. 
(Subscription includes regular season games and the Big XII Championship”). order on line: 

*Big XII Championship included if NU participates. 


If ordering after season has begun, you will receive games already played. 


2001A The ‘01 season sent Priority Mail to arrive at your door no later than 
Thursday following each game. Price: $160.00 + $49.95 S&H 


2000B The ‘01 season sent Standard Mail to arrive at your door within 10 days 
following each game. Price: $160.00 + $29.95 S&H 


2001L Pick any 7 games from the ‘01 season for a discounted rate over the 
individual game rate. All 7 game tapes will be sent Priority Mail. 
Price: $118.00 + $31.00 S&H 


Individual Game(s) Pick individual A eles any mix of games you like. Game 
tapes will be sent Priority Mail. Price: $19.95 ea. + $5.00 S&H ea. 


Call 1-800-230-3831 to receive our catalog of game and highlight videos dating back to 1928! 


HUSKER VIDEO ORDER FORM oO 2005 untae) TCU 8/25/01 
Yes, sign me up for Husker Video! pppoe |) Troy State 9/1/01 [i Notre Dame 9/8/01 


2001A ‘01 season priority mail. $160 + $49.95 S&H O ae pecs eet Spee tt as Ei ze 
20018B ‘01 season standard mail. $160 + $29.95S&H | = qe. tech 10/20/01 £] Oklahoma 10/27/01 
2001L ‘01 season seven game special. $118 + $31 S&H | [1] @ Kansas 11/3/01 Kansas St 11/10/01 
(pick games in check box) @Colorado 11/23/01 () Big XII Ch 12/1/01 
Individual Game(s) ‘01 season single games. $19.95 ea. + $5 S&H ea. 
(pick game(s) in check box) [Send Husker Videos to: 


OQ 
ae 
im 
) 
a) 
= 
= 
oO. 


Method of Payment: Asce-vill 
(check one) ] 


[] Check Enclosed [1 Visa [J] Mastercard Address | 
Nebraska residents add 6% sales tax City, State, Zip 


Card Regaibeul = Make payment to Husker Video and send order form to: 
Expiration Date Husker Video + PO Box 5273 + Lincoln NE 68505 
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asketball can be a solitary activity for Wilson Thomas. And it can be therapeutic, an escape from the daily demands of 


growing up in what he describes as a “hard neighborhood.” 


Thomas recalls living near a park in Omaha and getting in trouble “numerous times” for sneaking out of the house 
to play in pick-up games with older boys on the basketball court he could see from a window in his room. “If there 


were people, I would always go down there and play,” he said. 
Sometimes he would sneak out even if the court were devoid of activity. 
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Returning 
Wilson Thomas 
Ben Zajickek 


yore The bottom line was, “it kept me out of trouble,” he said. 


Matt Davison 


Tom Beveridge 
Seth Gutz 


Returning 
John Gibson 
Troy Hassebroek 


Ben Cornelson : y 
Fred Thorne team in tournaments in Los Angeles and Las Vegas one summer. 


Lost He was so taken by Los Angeles that he called his mom and told 

tole aN Teluls\-at her he wanted to stay. She managed to persuade him otherwise. 

He would be a long way from home, she said, and there 
would be the danger of earthquakes. 

“I thought about that,” Thomas said. “It kind of changed my mind.” 

It didn’t change his mind about playing basketball in college, however. That 
wouldn’t happen until Nebraska offered him a football scholarship before his senior 
season in basketball. Rather than risk waiting to see which schools, if any, offered 
him basketball scholarships, he accepted. “I was afraid if | passed up a scholarship 
from a No. 1 (football) school like this, I would regret it,” he said. 

Plus, Nebraska told him he could play basketball, too, after he established him- 
self. Thomas joined Coach Barry Collier's first team and was one of the first players 
off the bench last season. 

Although playing basketball prevented him from participating in football's win- 
ter conditioning program, the experience will make him a better football player, 
according to Thomas. 

Basketball “gives you more of an insight as far as being a mediocre team, differ- 
ent trials and tribulations,” he said. “Sometimes with football, you can go through 
the motions because you feel as a team you're so much more superior to other teams. 
It (basketball) keeps you interested. 

“It keeps your mind going, gives you a reason to really work hard.” 

Thomas, whose strength was as a defender, hopes to play basketball again next 
season. “If I'm healthy, as long as the coaches agree with it, I still definitely plan to 
do it,” he said. 

He is focused now, however, on football and on providing leadership at a position 


“Tf Thad some things on my mind, I'd just go shoot,” he said. 

Later, about the time he enrolled at North High and after his family moved from the neighborhood 
near the park, “we put up a basketball rim behind my house,” he said. 

Sometimes he would shoot baskets there until well into the night, with illumination provided by a 
light in the alley. “If something didn’t go right, I’d be out there shooting, like to get away,” said the 
Cornhuskers’ junior split end. “If I had a bad day at school, I’d go out and shoot.” 

On especially hot days, he would wait for the sun to go down, when it was cooler. 


It also helped him develop skills that, until his senior year in high school, he thought might earn him 
a basketball scholarship at a major university. At the very least, he figured, he would play basketball in 
college. And if the right school came calling, he might be able to play football, too. 

When he was in junior high, he even began a list of schools with notable basketball, football and track 
(he was successful in track, too) programs that he might eventually consider. 

The only schools he can remember being on his list were UCLA, Southern California and Florida State, 
because Heisman Trophy winner Charlie Ward also played basketball. 

His interest in the two California schools was a result of his having played for the Omaha Bears youth 
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Although it was assumed that Gibson 
would be granted an additional season of 
eligibility, Nebraska breathed a sigh of 
relief when the official announcement 
came in early May. “John’s an exce 
receiver, who made some big catches las 
year,” said Coach Frank Solich. 

Gibson had eight receptions, with two 
of the biggest coming on the winning 
drive in the final minute against 
Colorado. Thomas is the only other 
returning wide receiver who caught a 
pass last season. 

As a result, wide receiver is something 
of a question. “Certainly, (in) other areas, 
we have some inexperience, but that's a 
spot where we're going to need people to 
step up,” Solich said. 

Cornelson and Zajicek could be among 
those who do, but they were limited by 
injuries in the spring. “That was discour- 
aging and a little bit disappointing for 
us,” said Solich 


beside which there is a question mark, drawn because of inexperience. Thomas, senior John Gibson and junior Troy 


Hassebroek are the Cornhuskers’ only experienced wide receivers. 


Thomas, who has caught just one pass in two seasons, is more optimistic about the wide receivers than statistics might jus- 


tify. “Just because people haven't been able to make plays yet doesn’t mean they can’t,” he said. “You can’t just cut out peo- 
ple because you haven't seen them. I think there are plenty of people that can make plays. If you couldn't make plays, how 
would you get here?” 

Plus, pass catches aren’t the sole measure of a Cornhusker wide receiver's worth. 

“You can make plays with the ball. And you can make plays without the ball,” Thomas said. “Everybody on the field has 
to make plays in order for the team to win.” 

In the case of the wide receivers, making plays means downfield blocking, something for which, 
at 6-foot-5 and 205 pounds, Thomas is well-suited, but something on which, like just about every 
other wide receiver who comes to Nebraska, he has had to concentrate. 

Blocking is “how you get your foot in the door,” he said. “When you come in as a freshman, you 
really have no clue on how important blocking is, and really how to do it. 

“Tt takes a lot of work and time . . . playing time at this level.” 

Blocking can be therapeutic, a release for the frustrations associated with a physical game. But it 
is definitely not a solitary activity. And it can’t be learned at night, in one’s own backyard. 


Junior split end 
Wilson Thomas 
showed his potential 
in the Spring Game, 
leading all receivers 
with four catches for 
47 yards. 
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inally, after four years, Tracey Wistrom is satisfied. The senior tight end weighed 235 pounds during spring practice, 


and “I think that’s a good weight for me right now,” he said. 


“I'm not in any hurry to put on a ton more weight. I don’t know how effective I would be if I played with more 


weight, if I could be an effective route runner and receiver. 
“I played at 235 this spring and I was pretty pleased with how things went.” 


Wistrom’s weight has been the subject of numerous stories about him during his distinguished career at Nebraska, prob- 
ably more often than not. But such redundancy hasn’t necessarily been a result of lack of imagination on the part of those 
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position requiring much heavier athletes. 
Returning 
Tracey Wistrom 
Aaron Golliday 
Jon Bowling 
Kyle Ringenberg 
Lost 
Jake McKee 
John Murphy 


while. But I really felt eventually I could become a good tight end here.” 


ference three times. And there’s no reason to think that won’t happen. 

“Tracey is an All-American player,” said receivers coach Ron Brown, “He 
has put himself in position to certainly be one of the best tight ends in college football.” 

Only two Cornhusker tight ends have ever received first-team All-America honors, Junior 
Miller in 1979 and Tony Jeter in 1965. Though Wistrom almost certainly has comparable ability, 
he would have to overcome significant obstacles in order to join them as a third. 

For one thing, Nebraska doesn’t throw the ball enough to anyone, much less the tight end, to 
attract a lot of attention. And for another, even at 235 pounds, Wistrom isn’t big for a tight end. 

Still, he was named to the Associated Press All-America third team and was among eight 
semifinalists for the John Mackey Award, presented to college football's top tight end, last sea- 
son. 

Wistrom has compensated for lack of bulk with tireless determination. He’s “got a fire that 
just doesn’t seem to stop,” Brown said. “He makes the most out of his blocking ability.” 

It is as a receiver, however, that Wistrom has excelled. His 827 career-receiving yards rank 
third at Nebraska all-time among tight ends, behind Miller’s 1,045 and Jerry List’s 901. 

Wistrom’s 37 career receptions rank 10th at Nebraska among tight ends. And his career- 
yards-per-reception average of 22.4 ranks first among all Cornhusker receivers. 

Robb Schnitzler, a split end from 1984 to 1986, is second on the list, with a 21.6 average. 

Wistrom also has made the most of his receptions. Each of his 19 catches last season produced 
either a touchdown — he scored five, and has eight for his career — or a first down, including 
the dramatic third-down pass from quarterback Eric Crouch in overtime at Notre Dame. 

“He has studied how to get open,” said Brown. 

That study has included watching former Cornhuskers Sheldon Jackson, a tight end, and 
Matt Davison, a split end who ranks second at Nebraska in career receptions. “It seemed like 
they were always creative, coming up with new ways to run routes,” Wistrom said. “Just watch- 
ing those things, even when you're redshirted, you can always pick up something by paying 
attention.” 

Someone less determined might not have survived Wistrom’s redshirt season. It was physi- 
cally demanding not only because he was unusually light but also because of brother Grant, an 
All-American rush end who also had to deal with the problems of being undersized for his posi- 
tion. 

“I took my hits just like everybody else, and maybe a few more because whoever I was going 
against may have taken a couple from Grant and they might not have been able to take it out on 
him,” Tracey said of playing on the scout team as a redshirt. “So they took it out on me instead.” 


who have interviewed him. It has been unavoidable. His size, and its implications, have been issues from 
the beginning, when he followed his brother Grant to Nebraska, arriving as a 195-pound candidate at a 


Tracey was intent on playing tight end. He never considered another position, “just because I really 
always thought I had everything it took to be a tight end; I just didn’t have the size yet,” he said. “That's 
one of the reasons I came here, the strength program and everything like that. 

“I knew they could put the size on me. I thought that was the only thing I was lacking. It took me a 


Wistrom has been more than good. He has been first-team All-Big 12 the past two seasons, and if he 
earns that recognition again, he will become the first Cornhusker tight end ever to be first-team all-con- 
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Wistrom is among only 


five Nebraska tight ends who 


are Johnny Mitchell (1990 
91), Jamie Williams (1981 
82), Junior Miller (1978-79) 
and Tony Jeter (1964-65) 

Despite Johnson‘s 
move to rush end, tight end 
remains well-stocked. The 
Cornhuskers have so many 
tight ends that Chris Septak 
and Phil Peetz, both scholar- 
ship recruits, weren't includ- 
ed on the post-spring depth 
chart. Ringenberg, a walk-on 
who moved from rush end, 
Was. 

Ringenberg and Septak, 
like Wistrom, have had diffi 
culty gaining and maintain- 
ing weight. 

Wistrom’s skills allow him 
to be used in various ways. 
Golliday, who Was hampered 
by a shoulder problem last 
season, has unlimited poten 
tial when healthy, while 
Bowling is a receiving threat. 


Trevol 


That first year, he regularly lined up against his brother and Mike Rucker, who also is playing in the NFL now. “I was get- 
ting tossed around like a rag doll,” said Tracey. “There were some times after practice or waking up the next day that I did- 


n't know if I was going to be able to get out of bed. 


“But you just kind of push through it. You realize you're going to have to adjust. You're going to have five years here, so 


you might as well get used to the beating.” 


All-Big 12 tight end 
Tracey Wistrom had 19 
receptions for 314 
yards and five touch- 
downs last season. 
Each of his receptions 
went for a first down 
or a touchdown. 


Brown acknowledges there was some question about Wistrom early on, “just his physical 
strength,” Brown said. “I think that was the thing we were all wondering a little bit about.” 

Such questions have long since been answered. With each passing year, Wistrom has looked more 
and more the part he has played. “The more you worry about it, the slower the weight comes on, it 
seems like,” he said. “So I finally just realized that I wanted to avoid scales.” 

That's no longer the case. He thinks he is heavy enough now. And he can see the value, “especially 
running with the ball,” he said. “I feel like I might break a few more tackles.” 

After four years of trying, “I feel like I can deliver a little more punch at contact.” 


on Rutherford planned to major 

in business management. In his 

LEFT TACKLE first math class, however, “I was 

totally lost,” he said. So he 

switched to a major in communications 
studies. 

He made the decision to switch dur- 
LEFT GUARD ing the second semester of his freshman 
year at Nebraska. And he hasn’t recon- 
sidered. “I’m one-dimensional in 
school,” he said with a laugh. 

The senior from Midwest City, 
Okla., is definitely not one-dimensional 
on the football field, though. Rather, he 
is one of the most versatile offensive 
linemen in Cornhusker history. 

“He's special,” said offensive line 

coach Milt Tenopir. “Jon is the kind of 
kid that you could plug in at more than 
one spot and he would function very 
effectively.” 
RIGHT GUARD Despite his use of “could” and 
“would,” Tenopir wasn’t speaking theo- 
retically. He has plugged in Rutherford 
at more than one spot, and Rutherford 
has functioned very effectively. 

He played all five interior line posi- 
tions last season, beginning as the top 
RIGHT TAGCKEEY back-up at both guards and center and 
finishing as the top back-up at both 
tackles and center — though he suffered 
a torn left ACL against Kansas and 
missed the final two games, including 
the Alamo Bowl. 

“You won't find many guys who - 
can do that,” Tenopir said. As a sophomore first-year starter, left guard Toniu Fonoti 

A lineman who can do that must have not only the ability shattered Nebraska's single-season record for pancake blocks 
to adjust but also a willingness to do something that might be with 155 in 11 games. 
contrary to his own self interest, all for the good of the team. 
OUTLOOK Switching positions “affects different kids in different ways,” said Tenopir. 
“One thing about Jon, he’s a tremendous role-conscious individual. He came to me 
last fall and says, ‘Coach, play me wherever you feel I would help the team most.’ 
That's truly the way the kid believes.” 

Near the end of spring practice, most of which Rutherford missed following 
knee surgery, Tenopir told him, “Jon, I really am up in the air yet to say ‘I’m going 
to plug you in here, I’m going to plug you in there.’ But I said, ‘You will have the 
opportunity to compete for the No. 1 job.’ “ 

Rutherford, who was listed first at center on the post-spring depth chart — 
sharing with junior John Garrison — had no problem with continued uncertainty 
about where he'll be playing. 

“It doesn’t matter to me. I mean, I’ve been doing this my whole career and I 
know all the positions. So it’s not going to be a big factor. I'll be able to work on 
everything,” he said. 

“I kind of like it. Being moved around all the time, it’s a new challenge every 


u” 


day. 
Despite his place on the post-spring Jon Rutherford was the offensive line’s 

depth chart, Rutherford might not end “sixth man,” backing up Dominic Raiola 

up as Dominic Raiola’s successor at cen- at center and playing both guard and 

ter. If Garrison continues to get stronger tackle, before a knee injury in the 

and Shook improves his quickness in the Kansas game on Nov. 4 ended his junior 

summer conditioning program, “to season. 
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where we're comfortable enough to 
feel we can win with one of those two 
guys (at center), then I would consider 
putting Jon at either a tackle or a 
guard,” Tenopir said. 

The Cornhuskers will have new 
starters at both of those positions on 
the right side, and Rutherford could 
be the starter at one of them, if he 
doesn’t end up starting at center. 

One thing is for certain. “He’s not 
going to go in (to fall camp) labeled as 
the ‘swing guy,’ “ said Tenopir. “He 
could be a starter for us. And he will 
have that opportunity.” 

Even if Rutherford becomes the 
starting center, Tenopir probably 
would continue to use him as a back- 
up at one of the other positions. “He 


doesn’t lose effectiveness by switch- 
ing positions because he understands 
the offense so well,” Tenopir said. “It’s 
not ideal, but he can do it.” 
Rutherford, a tackle in high school, 
had never played center before last 
season. But Tenopir decided to try 


Check out the biggest thing to show up at the University of Nebraska 
this year—the new Embassy Suites Lincoln, Relax in a spacious 
two-room suite and enjoy a complimentary cooked-to-order 
breakfast and free evening reception’. 


him there to provide an occasional 
break for the durable Raiola, who 
rarely took one. 

The first few practices at center “I 
had a lot of missed snaps because 
your head’s going everywhere. But 
after you do it for a while, it should 
become part of your technique and 
not even cross your mind,” 
Rutherford said. “You've got to be 
really focused on what you've got to 
do.” 

He didn’t know going into a game 
if he was going to play some at center, 
because Raiola never seemed to wear 
down. However, he always knew 
whether he would be the swing guard 
or the swing tackle in a particular 
game. Tenopir’s confidence in him 
was such that he would be told 
beforehand to rotate at one position or 
the other after the first couple of 
series. The rest was left to him. 

So he would wait two series before 
checking in at guard or tackle. He 
would play a series on the right side, 
move to the left side for a series, come 
out for a series and then repeat the 
sequence. 

For example, “it was like, 
‘Schwabbie (former tackle Jason 
Schwab), I’m going in (for) this one.’ 
‘All right,’ “said Rutherford. “We just 
kind of ran that cycle throughout the 
season.” 

One of the hardest parts of his job 
is remembering which side he’s on. 
But that’s one of the qualities that 
makes him unique. He has had a good 
understanding of the offense and the 


E 


EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL 


responsibilities of all the interior line- 
men since his sophomore season, 
when he was backing up mostly at 
tackle. 

His attitude toward learning to 
play center indicates why he’s been so 
successful. Even though he had never 
played there, “it wasn’t that big of a 
deal,” he said. “It was just a role I had 
to play. They asked me if I’d be will- 
ing to do it, and whatever they want 
me to do, I'll try. And I’ll do my best.” 

Good at math or not, that certainly 
has added up for Rutherford. 


1040 P Street, Lincoln, NE 68508 
(402)474-1111 
www.embassysuitesomaha.com 
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eing compared to his brother, Chad, isn’t a problem for Chris Kelsay. Nebraska's junior rush end accepts such com- 
parisons, and maybe even encourages them indirectly. 
He wears a No. 57 jersey just as Chad did. He wore No. 34 as a redshirted freshman in 1998, Chad's senior season. 

But when Chad left, “I wanted to have his jersey,” Chris said. 

“T thought it would be a good deal, so I went ahead and asked for No. 57.” 
He followed the example of former Cornhusker brothers Christian and Jason Peter, both of whom wore a No. 55 jersey. 
“You look to the past,” said Kelsay. “It’s kind of a tradition,” 

He was motivated by more than tradition, however. “I like being compared to my brother,” Chris 
Kelsay said. “He's a good person to be compared to. He’s a great guy.” 

Comparisons are inevitable when one brother follows another. Others on this year’s Nebraska team 
who have done so are Dion Booker, Mark Vedral, Tracey Wistrom, Dan Burrow, Tyler Toline and 
Tommicus and Treoun Walker. Two brothers preceded Vedral at Nebraska, Mike and Jon, 

Kelsay is not only following his brother but also playing the same position his brother did, left rush 
end. That adds to the potential for comparison, and the attendant pressure. 

“Some people will compare Chad and Chris,” said rush ends coach Nelson Barnes. “I don’t. They're two 
different people. Chris brings to the table some things that Chad did not.” 

Chris is bigger and maybe a step faster. And “in my opinion, I think Chris is a little meaner,” Barnes 
said. “He’s got a bit of a mean streak in him out on the football field. But I certainly wouldn't say that 
he’s tougher than his brother because that’s just promoting a fight. So I wouldn’t do that.” 

Chris acknowledges he’s bigger than his brother, who now works in the insurance business in Omaha 
following a brief career in the NFL. Height and weight can be measured. As for the speed, however, “I 


PERSONNEL 


Returning 
Chris Kelsa 
Justin Smit 
J.P. Wichmann 


Returning 
Demoine Adams 
Trevor Johnson 
Benard Thomas 
Lost 
Kyle Vanden Bosch 
Brandon Mooberry 
Matt Grummert 


don’t know,” Chris said. “I might be a step faster, but I don’t like to... .” 


He prefers to focus on the similarities. “We're almost exact opposites in our physical makeup, but I 


think we both have the same work ethic and competitive drive,” he said. 


That competitive drive was cause for frustration early last season. Chris started slowly, for a variety of reasons, including 
the emotional burden brought on by the murder of his grandfather and the physical drain of a bout with mono, which did- 


n't clear up until after the season had begun. 

He felt sluggish during pre-season practice, and “I'd sleep a ton,” he said. 

Once fall-semester classes began, he would get home from practice and sleep. Then 
he would wake up, go to class and practice, and then repeat the cycle. “I just couldn't 
catch up on my sleep,” he said. “I was always drowsy and tired. I thought it was just 
my body adjusting.” 

The effects of the mono made a difficult personal situation worse. “It was a really 
depressing time,” he said. “I have high expectations, high goals for myself, and com- 
ing into camp, I wasn’t meeting them. I was getting really disturbed. It was a time that 
was kind of a struggle for me.” 

On top of everything else, he had missed the previous spring because of an abdom- 
inal injury. Even so, he went into the fall sharing the top spot on the depth chart with 
Demoine Adams and Justin Smith. Adams won the starting job during two-a-days, 
and the Blackshirt that went with it. 

Kelsay didn’t earn a Blackshirt until a month into the season, based on his play in 
the first four games. “I think he earned it probably the best way you could do it,” said 
Barnes. “It was a battlefield promotion, so to speak. It’s one thing to earn something 
before the bullets are actually fired. He earned his (by) proving himself in games, 
proving that he was deserving, which, I think, was a nice deal for him.” 

Even though he started one game as a redshirted freshman, filling in for an injured 
Kyle Vanden Bosch, he had yet to be awarded a Blackshirt. He was included in a photo 
of Blackshirts taken during the spring, however, which led to a misconception that he 
had a Blackshirt and then lost it. 

“Tt was kind of funny,” he said. “They asked me to be in the picture, but I was never 
awarded a Blackshirt. I don’t know if they just wanted me to fill in or figured I'd get 
one.” 


OUTLOOK 


Barnes has indicated he would like to 
have five or even six players in a regular 
rotation. Not surprisingly, K 
Adams finished atop the p spring 
depth chart. They offer marked contrasts 


in size and style of play, with Adams rely- 
ing on speed and quickness to get the job 
done 

Johnson's move from tight end during 


the spring has bolstered the position. 
Barnes was pleasantly surprised by his 
ability to make the transition in just 15 
practices, but it wasn’t a comple ock 
considering he played rush end in 
Nebraska’s summer camp while in high 
school. 

“So when we recruited him, we 
thought that he could potentially h 
been one of those players,” said Barnes 
The other rush ends “saw him as a guy 
that could come over and help.” 


In the process of earning a Blackshirt, Chris also earned the respect of his teammates, according to Barnes. So even though 


he’s just a junior, he'll provide some leadership on defense this fall. 


“To me, the first thing a leader has to do is earn respect,” said Barnes. “You've got to earn the respect of your peers. If you 


never earn the respect of your peers, you can never be a leader.” 


Chris is like his brother that way, too. Chad was a co-captain as a senior. And like Chad, Chris is an excellent student, earn- 


ing first-team academic all-conference recognition twice already. 


Some might shy away from following a successful brother, There is definitely pressure on 


Junior rush end Chris 
Kelsay, a two-time first- 
team academic all-confer- 
ence selection, started the 
last seven games in 2000. 


ple.” 


Chris because of that. But “I think he puts it on himself,” Barnes said. “I don’t think anyone 
here has ever compared him to Chad. Chad is Chad, Chris is Chris. They’re two different peo- 


Although there was sibling rivalry when they were younger, that’s long since changed. 
“Even though he’s my brother, he’s almost my best friend, too,” Chris said. 
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eremy Slechta smiled at the recollection. “That's one of the few highlights 
that I do have, that I was kind of proud of,” he said. “I thought it was pretty 
neat.” 

He referred to his interception against Kansas last season. On a third- 
down-and-10 late in the third quarter, Slechta picked off a Dylen Smith pass, 
despite a broken right hand. 

Slechta acted on instinct. “I remember I put my cast up in 
the air and put my other hand underneath and just kind of 
used my cast to stop it,” he said. “Then I grabbed it with my 
other hand. 

“It’s kind of funny because there were games before that 
where I'd drop back like that and the guy would throw the ball 
and it would hit me right in the hands. I didn’t have a cast on 
and I'd drop it. I don’t know if that says anything about my 
hands and why I'm playing d-line.” 

The 6-foot-6 senior from LaVista (Neb.) might have been 
able to catch one or two of the six passes he broke up last sea- 
son. But that’s not the reason he plays defensive tackle. 

Besides, Slechta has excellent hands, according to defensive 
line coach Jeff Jamrog. He also has “excellent quickness,” said 
Jamrog. “He’s rangy. He’s a technician.” 

And he has the talents of an All-Big 12 defensive tackle. 

“If he has a great off-season, a great summer, and stays 
healthy, boy, I think he can have a big-time senior year,” 
Jamrog said. “I’m hoping he has the senior season Steve 


PERSONNEL 


Returning 
Jason Lohr 
Jon Clanton 
Manaia Brown 
Ryon Bingham 
Lost 
Brian Wanish 


Returning 
Jeremy Slechta 
Casey Nelson 
Patrick Kabongo 
Lost 
Loran Kaiser 
Matt McGinn 


Warren had.” 

Warren, who was bothered by a bad back his first three seasons at Nebraska, was 
first-team all-conference in 1999, and a third-round draft pick of the Green Bay 
Packers. 


Jason Lohr, who started every game 
at nose tackle last season, underwent 
back surgery in April but is expected 
to be ready in the fall. He has played 
in 35 games as a Husker, including 12 
as a true freshman in 1998. 


Slechta, like Warren, played as a true freshman. And like Warren, he has been bothered by injuries. He missed four 
games and was limited in another because of a knee injury as a sophomore, and he suffered the broken right hand on the 


first play of the second half of last season’s Oklahoma game. 


He’s not sure exactly how the break occurred. His middle finger “got bent the wrong way or something,” he said. “I 
could feel it snap and then it hurt real bad. I was trying to squeeze my hand, trying to keep it loose. I could see when I 


was squeezing it the bone kind of popped up.” 


So he went to the sideline. The hand was put in a cast. And he continued playing. 


Though he didn’t miss any playing time because of the broken hand, the cast was a hindrance. Defensive linemen 
depend heavily on the use of their hands, and “having a cast on . . . I mean, my fingers weren't even showing through so 


I couldn’t grab anything,” said Slechta. 


“Tt was really frustrating. As big as the cast was, once you got all the padding on it and stuff, it seemed like something 
you were dragging along. You got it in between guys or something and it would slow you down. You couldn’t pull it out 


as easily as you would just your hand. It (the cast) was an easier thing for the offen- 
sive linemen to get hold of. It was getting in the way.” 

The cast was removed the week before the Colorado game, but he didn’t regain 
full use of the hand until the Alamo Bowl game. A month later, his right hand was 
back in a cast, following a freak accident in which the hand was crushed between 
a workbench and a cattle guard on a pickup truck. 

Slechta went through spring practice, but his right wrist and forearm were weak 
from wearing the cast and he wasn’t in the best physical condition. He couldn’t 
participate in Nebraska's off-season program. He couldn't lift because of the cast 
and he couldn’t run because of arthroscopic knee surgery. 

He's philosophical about the off-season injury. “I wish it hadn’t happened,” he 
said. “But I can’t do anything about it. Of course, I look at it the other way, too. If 
I would have been another foot to the right, instead of just being my hand over 
there, it could have been my legs in between the truck. 

“That could have been career-ending for me. Who knows what that would have 
done to me. So in a way, I guess I kind of feel 
like I was lucky it was just my hand, and just 
one finger, too.” 

His right index finger was crushed. “I’ve 
got four left,” Slechta said. 
When he’s healthy, Slechta can be dominat- 


Senior Jeremy Slechta gained 
valuable experience as a backup 
to Loran Kaiser and started four 
games at defensive tackle when 
Kaiser was sidelined with an ankle 
injury. 


OUTLOOK 


With the prospect of a healthy Slechta 
as a cornerstone, Coach Frank Solich is 
optimistic about the defensive line’s 
potential. “It think it can be a strong point 
for us,” he said. 

The move of Brown from rush end bol- 
stered an already deep position. He could 
be a situational player, as could a 
trimmed-down Kabongo. Lohr underwent 
back surgery in late April but is expected 
to be ready in the fall, as is Bingham, who 
has yet to have the opportunity to show 
what he can do. 

Clanton is the most athletic and fastest 
of the group. Brown is probably the 
strongest. 

Nelson has proven to be a reliable back- 
up, even though he often gets overlooked. 
But “if you start adding up his snaps last 
year, he really contributed,” said Solich 
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ing. “You put together 10 plays from 
last season before he broke his hand 
and those are highlight-reel, all-con- 
ference type plays,” said Jamrog. 

Slechta’s sack of Notre Dame quar- 
terback Arnaz Battle for a 7-yard loss 
on third down at the Cornhusker 4- 
yard line in overtime would be 
among those 10 plays. 

Jamrog expects more such plays 
this season, as does Slechta. “I know 
the ability is there to make plays. It’s 
just, I've got to do it now,” Slechta 
said. “I grade out well. As for tech- 
nique, I’m playing my right gap and 
doing the right things. But the thing 
is, you don’t want to stay at that. 

“You're doing your job, great. But 
you want to be a playmaker. You 
want to be a guy that’s going to get 
off blocks and make tackles for your 
team, help your team out. Instead of 
tackling the guy for a l-yard gain, it 
would be a no-yard gain or a 1-yard 
loss. That’s the kind of thing I’m 
focused on.” 

That and holding onto errant pass- 
es that come his way. “The ball was 
kind of thrown behind him,” Jamrog 
said of the play in the Kansas game. 
“He goes up and catches it, with the 
cast on.” i 
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ight place. Right time. “I was kind of lucky,” Jamie Burrow told reporters following last season's 
Missouri game, describing what was to that point the highlight of his career. 
Midway through the third quarter, just seconds after Missouri had scored to cut the 
Cornhuskers’ lead to 28-21, Burrow scooped up a Zac Abron fumble and returned it 28 yards for 
a touchdown. The play shifted the momentum for good in Nebraska's 42-24 victory. 
The ball “just kind of popped into my hands; I was fortunate,” said Burrow, who was in the game at 
middle linebacker while starter Carlos Polk was on the sideline taking a break. 
Although Burrow credited chance, and rush end Chris Kelsay for forcing the fumble, the play 
depended on his own effort, too. He moved the ball from his right hand to his left, away from the pur- 


Former walkon Scott Shanle became the starting 
strongside linebacker as a sophomore and finished 
fifth on the team in tackles with 55. 


PERSONNEL 
STRONGSIDE 


suit, as he shed a would-be tackler — Missouri 
center A.J. Ricker — then lowered his shoulder 
into quarterback Kirk Farmer, the only other 
Tiger with an opportunity to stop him, near the 
10-yard line. 

If he hadn’t gotten by Farmer, Polk wouldn't 
have let him hear the end of it, he said. 

Burrow looked like a running back on the 
play, and not just because of the way he changed 
hands with the ball and then raised it above his 
head as he crossed the goal line. He weighed less 
than 230 pounds at the time, which was good for 
his speed and quickness but not necessarily for his position. 

“When you're lighter, it just feels a little better on your legs,” he 
said this spring. 

Burrow was listed at 225 pounds in the Cornhuskers’ Alamo 
Bowl media guide. But he intends to weigh at least 245 pounds this 
season, when he replaces Polk in the middle. 

He weighed 245 a year ago in the spring, but he was experienc- 
ing back problems and the coaches suggested he drop some pounds. 
The back problems subsided at the lighter weight. 

Now, however, he’s back over 240 pounds, out of necessity. 
Playing sparingly as Polk’s back-up, he could afford to be lighter. 
“But when you're banging possibly for 30 to 50 reps (a game), you've 
just got to be bigger,” he said. “Especially in the fourth quarter, 
you've got to be bringing it. 

“Being a Mike linebacker in the Big 12, you may have to have a 
little bit of a gut.” 

To illustrate, consider the implications of trying to plug a hole 

that Cornhusker offensive 
guard Toniu Fonoti is intent OUTLOOK 
on unplugging. Burrow has 
done that on occasion dur- 
ing practice. Fonoti is 6-foot- 
4 and 340 pounds. “I'd go 
head-up with him and he'd 
launch me back about 5 
yards,” said Burrow. 


Though holding up against Fonoti is difficult regardless, Burrow has seen the dif- 
ference weighing 245 can make. “Hitting someone in the hole, you can really stuff 


them up,” he said. 


Burrow has waited patiently for such an opportunity since coming to Nebraska 
from Ames, Iowa, four years ago. He backed up Polk the past two seasons, and it 
was “ frustrating at times,” he said after the Missouri game. “But not for one minute 


do I ever think that I’m better than Carlos. 


“T’m just waiting my turn. Any opportunity I get is a blessing for me.” 
It was such an attitude that enabled the 


Senior Jamie Burrow, after 
playing in 35 games as a 
backup during his first three 


Cornhuskers to recruit Burrow despite his having 
grown up with Iowa State football. Not only did he 


seasons, takes over at middle _ live in Ames but his father Jimmy, now a Nebraska 
linebacker for All-American graduate assistant, was on the staff of Coach Dan 
Carlos Polk. McCarney’s predecessor, Jim Walden. 
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Mark Vedral was a valuable contributor as a backup to Randy Stella, finishing with 
23 tackles in nine games. With Stella suspended, Vedral tops the depth chart at 
weakside linebacker entering the fall. 
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Burrow was on the sideline at 
Cyclone home games while his dad 
was a coach. But his dad also played at 
Nebraska in the mid-1970s, and his 
mom is from Omaha, so_ the 
Cornhuskers had similar appeal. He 
has always considered Nebraska’s pro- 
gram the best in the nation. And he 
wanted to be a Cornhusker, even if it 
meant not playing as much as he 
would have liked while waiting his 
turn. 

McCarney was the first to offer him 
a scholarship, early in his senior year 
at Ames High. But he told McCarney 
that he wasn’t ready to make a deci- 
sion, that he wanted to wait. 

He didn’t hesitate to accept 
Nebraska’s scholarship offer, which 
came a couple of weeks later. But 
before he told the Cornhuskers yes, he 
talked to McCarney. “I just wanted to 
set it straight that I felt Nebraska was 
the place for me,” he said. “I didn’t 
want any hard feelings. 

“T think he understood. Coach Mac 
is a great guy, a great coach. He under- 
stands that everyone has a place they 
feel the most comfortable. And for me 
it was here.” 

Burrow had no doubts about 
Nebraska. 

“Tt was just a dream come true to 
even have Nebraska offer me a schol- 
arship in the first place,” he said. “I 
knew that by coming to Nebraska, 
they’d make me the best football play- 
er that I could be, regardless of how 
many years I (might have) played at 
another place.” 

“And if I didn’t play at Nebraska, I 
would still know that I was as good as 
they (players at other schools) were. It 
would have made me the best football 
player I could be.” 

Burrow has had to be satisfied with 
contributing on special teams and as a 
back-up until now. But with Polk gone, 
he becomes the man in the middle of 
the Cornhusker defense. 

Although he was hampered by a 
hamstring pull during spring practice, 
he played enough to feel comfortable 
going into this senior season. “I felt 
confident,” he said following a 
Saturday scrimmage in which he was 
able to participate for a while. “That's 
the main thing, (that) you get out on 
the field and you're confident you can 
make a lot of plays that you may not 
think you can.” 

Now is his time. And Nebraska is 
his place. 
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he videotape was stored in the laundry room at Keyuo Craver'’s apart- 
ment. He came across it in late April, while he was cleaning the apart- 
ment in preparation for a move. 
The videotape was of him playing in football games at Harleton, 
Texas, High School. It and copies had been sent to Nebraska and the other 
schools that were recruiting him. 

Craver watched himself with the surprise that attends a return to the past. 

“T was like, ‘My goodness, you were just a little old bitty, skinny boy, just 
running around there like a chicken,’ “ Craver said, punctuating the account 
with a seemingly omnipresent smile. “Goodness, that was me, about a buck- 
fifty, little bitty dude. Man, that was a long time ago.” 

Actually, it wasn’t all that long ago. Craver was a member of the 
Cornhuskers’ 1998 scholarship recruiting class, and he was one of three in 
that class who played as true freshmen. 

The others were defensive tackles Jason Lohr and Jeremy Slechta. 

Even so, Craver has changed markedly in his three years at Nebraska. He 
weighs considerably more than a “buck-fifty.” He's list- 
atti |] 3AM ed at a solid 190 pounds. And he’s much more at ease. 
Not that he hasn’t been confident in his ability since 
LEFT CORNER the day he stepped on campus. But he wasn’t ready for 
the attention he attracted during freshman strength and 
conditioning tests. 

He didn’t consider himself a high-profile recruit, and 
it seemed as if he were surrounded by Parade All- 
Americans. “All the cameras were on them,” he said, 
FREE SAFETY recalling that first day. 

Since scholarship freshmen report before the varsity, 
they attract the sometimes-overwhelming media atten-  genior right cornerback Erwin Swiney has 
tion that goes with playing football at Nebraska for their the most career starts — 33 — of any cur- 
first couple of days. And that attention was focused not _ rent Husker. 
only on the most-publicized recruits but also on those 
who tested well. The latter category included Craver, who 
was surprised by the interest his efforts generated. 

“All of a sudden everybody wants to interview me,” he 
said. “I was nervous because I’m 17 years old up here. Man, 
there’s like 20 of these (writers) and four cameras, and they’ re 
all up on me, and I'm losing my breath. I’m like, ‘Man, what 
am I going to do? What am I going to say?’ 

“Then they asked me questions and I was trying to be all 

cool about it. I’m gasping for breath. It was kind of hard get- 
ting used to. But it was fun. I enjoy it. It’s just part of the 
game.” 
RIGHT CORNER Craver has done numerous interviews since then, enough 
to have to deal with the redundancy that often comes with 
familiarity. Reporters, of necessity, latch onto common 
themes. 

“They'll say .. . the regular reporters, who are there every 
day, I mean, they're basically friends, and they're like, ‘So, 
you're from Harleton, right?’ “ Craver said. 

“And I’m like, ‘Yeh.’ 

“And they’re like, ‘So, uh, how big is Harleton?’ 

“And I’m like, ‘Man, you asked me that last year. It’s still the same size, as far 
as I know.’ 

“It gets kind of repetitive. But they’re doing their job. I’ve got to do my job and rs Senor Kayo Chaves tine atark: 
do interviews. I mean, sometimes you get tired of it. But that’s just the way things go. ed every game the last two 

Even though Craver won't celebrate his 21st birthday until Aug. 22, he’s the grizzled seasons at left cornerback. He 
veteran of the Cornhusker defense. Including two bowl games, he has 25 consecutive ranks second on Nebraska’s 
starts. all-time list for career pass 

Erwin Swiney, also a cornerback, is the only defender with more total starts. breakups with 28. 


44 JUNE/JULY 2001 


“5 = 4000-Pine Lake wea : 7 
* S;-402.434.9500 "© = www.Secorityfinanciallife.com 


* Vv “ 
~ . » 


no! 
¥ 


ze * 


Road Lincoln, NE 68516. =< 


Sern Se TS 


Racy * 


nay 
at 


teers 
+o 


Craver ranks second on 
Nebraska’s career list for pass break- 
ups with 28, one more than Swiney, 
following a junior season in which he 
broke up 13 passes and was tied for 
third in tackles with 56. He also 
scored two touchdowns on blocked 
punts — one by him, the other by 
Aaron Terpening. 

Craver’s junior season could have 
been his last at Nebraska if he had lis- 
tened to people who encouraged him 
to consider submitting his name for 
the NFL draft. 

“A lot of people were talking to me 
about it, even some players who are in 
the NFL talked to me about it. They 
were like, ‘You have a shot and you 
can do it.’ They told me, ‘Keyuo, 
you'd be great here.’ Of course I’m 
going to think about it. But I never 
considered it truly hard,” he said. 

Even some family members 
encouraged him to leave school early. 
But his mom wasn’t among them, and 
that made the decision to stay easy. “I 
promised my mom before I came 
here, ‘I’m going to get you that paper.’ 
That’s what she wanted,” he said. “I 
think it would be all for nothing if I 
came up here for three years to school 
and then go play football (in the NFL) 
and have nothing to show for it.” 

In addition to the promise to his 
mom, Craver hasn’t accomplished 
everything he would like at Nebraska. 
“I'm not satisfied,” he said. “I’m not 
saying that | haven't done anything. I 
try my best to help the team, and 
obviously I’m doing something if the 
coaches keep me out there. 

“But I don’t reflect on the things 
I've done. I’m always moving along, 
trying to get to where (other) people 
aren't at. I just want to go out as the 
best cornerback in this program. 
When people hear my name, | want 
them to know who I am. I want to do 
what I know I can do.” 

Many people who knew him in 
high school didn’t expect him to have 
the immediate success he did. They 
“didn’t think I was going to be play- 
ing my freshman year,” he said. “ A lot 
of people thought, he’s a guy that’s 
going to be playing his last two years 
of college. But I never think like that.” 

Still, he gained some understand- 
ing of other people’s skepticism when 
he watched the videotape. 

Back then, he was just a “little old 
bitty dude,” he said. @ 


Senior Dion Booker, 
who has played in 35 
games as a Husker 
and started 11, can 
play both free safety 
and rover. He was list- 
ed No. 1 at both posi- 
tions on the depth 
chart released after 
spring practice. 
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he highlight for Josh Brown during the Red-White game, and probably during all of spring practice, was a block he 
made on a linebacker to help clear the way on a screen pass to I-back Thunder Collins. 

Brown, who was lined up at split end, was supposed to “run my guy (defender) off” while the wingback made 
a crack-back block. Instead, “we did each other’s job,” said Brown. 

The wingback ran off the defender, and Brown cracked back on a line- 
backer. 

Brown doesn’t recall which linebacker he 
blocked, or if he does, he isn’t saying, maybe to PERSONNEL 
avoid retribution. What he does recall is, the line- 
backer didn’t see him coming until just before the (RLAGEKICKER 
collision. 

“T got on him as quick as possible so he didn’t get 
me,” said the 6-foot-2, 190-pound Brown, 
Nebraska's returning starter at place-kicker. “Oh, I 
blasted him.” 

And, he was quick to point out, he used proper 
technique. 

“T think I came in there correctly,” he said. 

The force with which he hit the linebacker 
knocked both of them off their feet. Afterward, 
offensive line coach Milt Tenopir “started calling me 
the ‘butcher,’ “ Brown said. 

“That was probably the only highlight I had in 
the spring game.” 

Well, there was also his catch of a Brett Lindstrom 
pass late in the first half. 

He gained 5 yards on the out pattern. But “I wish 
it had gone for more,” he said. “Unluckily, the defen- 
sive back read it correctly and got me. I caught it in 
the air and he got me coming down. If I had just had PUNT 
a split-second more to spin out or somehow get free, RETURNER 
it would have been really nice.” 

Five plays later, on fourth-and-19 from the Red 
team’s 30-yard line, Brown missed a 47-yard field 
OUTLOOK goal, wide right. And, from his point of view, that miss offset 

anything else he could have done on an afternoon when 
freshman Sandro DeAngelis kicked field goals of 37, 48 and 
37 yards. 

Even though Brown has been the Cornhuskers’ place- 
kicker the past two seasons, DeAngelis is challenging for the 
starting job. And while DeAngelis focused on kicking during 
the spring, Brown divided his time between kicking and 
playing split end — at the request of the coaches. 

His experience at wide receiver was beneficial, Brown 
said, because “I kind of got a new feeling, a new passion for 
kicking. Having that competition and Sandro doing so well 
made me re-evaluate my feelings about it and helped me to 
understand my appreciation for it even more. 

“] think it was a valuable lesson for me to learn as a kick- 
er and a player.” 

Practicing with the receivers also gave him “a sense of 
where I am athletically, kind of to prove to myself that I’m 
still capable of doing things. So overall, I think it was very beneficial.” 
Nevertheless, when spring practice was finished, he asked to be allowed to 
return to kicking full-time. 

“Tt was my call,” said Brown, who went to kickers coach Dan Young and then 
to Coach Frank Solich. “I said they have 


Kyle Larson, who averaged 44.3 yards per 
attempt in the Spring Game, is expected to take 
over for Dan Hadenfeldt as the Husker punter. 


Josh Brown, who hit the game-winning 


the people they like to throw the ball to. And they have blockers. field goal against Colorado, will com- 
“T said I don’t feel it would be in the best interests of myself or this team to _ pete with redshirt freshman Sandro 
just become another blocker, especially when I'm not that good at it.” DeAngelis for the place-kicking duties. 
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The crack-back block on the line- 
backer in the spring game notwith- 
standing, Brown struggled with 
blocking, despite help and encourage- 
ment from the other wide receivers. 

“T had a lot of trouble with cut 
blocks,” he said. “Boy, I just could not 
do that. I mean, I haven’t done cut 
blocks since my senior year in high 
school. A lot of the stuff was old hat, 
stuff that I had to just re-familiarize 
myself with. But there was a lot that 
never goes into an_ eight-man 
scheme.” 

Brown played eight-man football 
in high school in Foyil, Okla., and 
“blocking down the field as a receiver 
isn’t an option,” he said. “ You just run 
the man off in eight-man.” 


But even if he had been able to 
pick up the blocking techniques more 
quickly, his experiment at wide 
receiver almost certainly would have 
ended. “Coach Solich agreed with 
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me that it would be better to be very 
good at one thing rather than being 
average at two,” he said. 

“T could understand doing it as a 
receiver if | was starting and making 
a major, major, eye-opening contribu- 
tion to this team. But if I'm just going 
to be someone who’s subbed in two 
or three times a game, I feel it would 
be better for me to help this team in 
the way I have so far.” 

And that is as a place-kicker, and 
back-up punter to sophomore Kyle 
Larson. 

Solich, Young and receivers coach 
Ron Brown agreed. “I think we were 
all on the same page,” said Brown. “1 
think the decision was going to be 
made whether I wanted it that way or 
not.” 

He plans to make up for lost time 
this summer, possibly working with a 
professional kicking coach and 
maybe with former Cornhusker Kris 
Brown, who now kicks for the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. 

Even though he committed him- 
self to becoming the best wide receiv- 
er he could be during the spring, 
devoting time to that at the expense 
of kicking “kind of worried me,” he 
said. 

“T understand what Sandro’s capa- 
ble of, and taking those four weeks 
and putting most of my concentration 
into receiver allows him to catch up. 
If l allow him to get too close, or to get 
even with me or surpass me, then I've 
jeopardized myself. So there was a lot 
of worry.” 

That's why he felt a great sense of 
relief after meeting with Solich fol- 
lowing spring practice. “The competi- 
tion isn’t over,” he said. “It’s still 
going on between Sandro and me. 

“I’m still going to have to out- 
work him this summer.” 

Brown has experience on his side, 
and versatility. In the unlikely event 
he’s ever called on to crack back on a 
linebacker, well... the “butcher” has 
proven he can do it. 


QUARTERBACKS 


Eric Crouch 

6-1, 200, Sr. 

Omaha, Neb. 

Crouch was sidelined 
during spring drills after 
undergoing surgery on his 
right (throwing) shoulder 
in January ... He said he 
expects to be fully recov- 
ered in time for preseason 
camp in August... He underwent a similar 
procedure the previous January . . . In 2000 
Crouch led all Division I-A quarterbacks with 
20 touchdowns .. . He finished second 
among Husker rushers with 971 yards ... He 
completed 48.1 percent of his passes, down 
from 52 percent in 1999 ... He was named 
third-team All-Big 12 by the coaches. 

Quarterback coach Turner Gill’s com- 
ments: “| anticipate Eric coming back as 
strong as ever. | really don’t have a concern. 
He'll step in and be ready to roll with the 
offense.” 


Jammal Lord 

6-2, 215, So. 

Bayonne, N.J. 

For the second straight 
spring, Lord took the 
majority of snaps with the 
first-string offense while 
Crouch was sidelined .. . 
This spring, however, Lord 
avoided injury — he& 
missed the last week and a half of spring 
drills 2000 with a knee injury .. . He played 
well in the Red-White Spring Game, com- 
pleting 7 of 11 passes for 71 yards and rush- 
ing 11 times for 46 yards... He may be at his 
best when the offense breaks down and he 
has to improvise ... A superb scrambler. . . 
Last season Lord completed 9 of 16 passes 
for 116 yards, with one interception. 

Gill’s comments: “He had a very good 
spring — he pretty much did what | hoped to 
see him do. And that is to increase his pass- 
ing accuracy. | have all the confidence in the 
world that, when called upon, he will get the 
job done for us and help us win football 
games. He can play at a level that would help 
us win championship football games.” 


Joe Chrisman 
5-11, 190, Jr. 
Longmont, Colo. 
Chrisman saw some time 
running the top offense 
during the spring . . . He 
struggled in the Spring 
Game as he directed the 
No. 2 offense, completing 
only 1 of 6 passes for 22 (A 
yards ... Last season he 
appeared in four games and gained eight 
yards on five carries . .. He didn't attempt a 
pass ... In 1999, he gained three yards on 
two carries and was 0-for-4 passing . . . Sat 
out 1998 as a redshirt . . . He was an honor- 
able-mention all-state selection at Longmont 
High School in 1997. 

Gill’s comments: “Joe has improved on 
his passing, and that’s what | expect him to 
do well, because he’s not quite as fast and 
quick as the other two young men, Eric and 
Jammal. We always want each person to do 
one thing very, very well.” 


I-BACKS 


Dahrran Diedrick 

6-0, 225, Jr. 

Scarborough, Ontario 

Diedrick emerged from spring practice as 
the clear front-runner at I-back . . . He rushed 
18 times for 52 yards and a touchdown in the 
Red-White Game .. . He’s capable of running 
around tacklers and running over them... He 
was the team’s fifth-leading rusher in 2000 
with 212 yards on 33 carries... He carried nine 
times for 69 yards against Baylor... In 1999 Diedrick rushed 57 
times for 303 yards . .. He redshirted in 1998. 

Running back coach Dave Gillespie’s comments: 

“Dahrran reaffirmed that he has all the tools to be an excellent |- 
back. He’s a guy who's going to do excellent things for us.” 


DeAntae Grixby 

5-8, 205, So. 

Omaha, Neb. 

He's locked in a battle with Thunder Collins 
and Robin Miller for playing time behind 
Diedrick .. . He rushed four times for 14 yards 
in the Red-White Game . . . He’s compact and 
built low to the ground .. . He played in 11 
games last season — mostly on special teams 
— and rushed 10 times for 61 yards... He tore 
a knee ligament three days into 1999 spring practice and under- 
went reconstructive surgery ... He was part of the 1998 recruit- 
ing class but delayed enrolling until January 1999 after undergo- 
ing shoulder surgery. 

Gillespie’s comments: “DeAntae did a lot of what we were 
looking for this spring — the main thing being he stayed healthy. 
| don't think he’s 100 percent recovered (from the knee injury), 
but he’s getting close.” 


Thunder Collins 

6-2, 190, Jr. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

Collins capped a strong spring with 55 yards 
on 13 carries in the Red-White Game... He 
appeared in three games last season and 
rushed 13 times for 77 yards, including 48 
yards on six carries against Kansas .. . He was 
the Huskers’ only running back in the 2000 
recruiting class . . . He came to Lincoln from 
East Los Angeles Junior College, where he 
was considered one of the top five junior college running backs 
in the nation by rivals100.com .. . He rushed for 1,100 yards and 
10 touchdowns as a senior at Manual Arts High School in LA. 

Gillespie's comments: "On and off the field, he did the kind 
of things we were hoping for this spring. He’s matured a lot. 
Going into fall camp, he'll have a lot of competition, but he‘ll be 
a guy who's in the picture.” 


Robin Miller 

5-11, 225, So. 

Kent, Wash. 

Miller came on strong in the final stages of 
spring practice ... He rushed 11 times for 49 
yards and a touchdown in the Red-White 
Game ... Last season Miller appeared in four 
games and rushed five times for 23 yards. . . 
He sat out 1999 as a redshirt... He was named 
Gatorade Player of the Year in Washington 
after his senior season at Kent-Meridian High 
School . . . He rushed for 1,726 yards and 16 touchdowns as a 
senior. 

Gillespie's comments: “Robin made a tremendous amount 
of progress this spring. I'm excited to see what he can do in fall 
camp.” 
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FULLBACKS 


Judd Davies 

6-0, 240, So. 

Omaha, Neb. 

Davies could be one of the offense’s most 
potent weapons . . . He underwent surgery 
during the second week of spring drills to 
repair the bulging disc in his back .. . He was- 
n‘t scheduled to participate in spring practice | 
because team medical personnel had first 
prescribed rest as a means to get him back on 
the field .. . When it was decided rest wasn’t 
getting the sought-after results, he underwent outpatient sur- 
gery .. . He is expected to be at full speed for the start of fall 
camp... Last season Davies rushed 18 times for 183 yards and 
a touchdown. 

Coach Frank Solich’s comments: “Judd certainly has all 
the tools to be a terrific player. It’s key for him to come back and 
be ready to go.” 


Steve Kriewald 

5-10, 255, Fr. 

Scotia, Neb. 

Kriewald was one of the Huskers’ most 
pleasant surprises of the spring . .. He 
impressed coaches with his bruising style of 
running ... He sat out the 2000 season as a 
redshirt . . . He played eight-man football at 
North Loup-Scotia High School, rushing for |x 
1,117 yards and 15 touchdowns as a senior 
while also making 169 tackles from his line- 
backer position . . . He was also recruited by several Division | 
schools for his prowess as a shot-putter. 

Gillespie's comments: “! don’t know if | expected Steve to 
blossom as quickly as he did. Fullback is a tough position to put 
it altogether. But he showed a good grasp of what we're trying 
to do.” 


Paul Kastl 

5-10, 230, Jr. 

Lincoln, Neb. 

Kastl will battle Kriewald for playing time 
behind Davies... Last season Kastl appeared 
in six games and rushed six times for 26 yards | 
. . » A walk-on, Kastl arrived on campus in 
1998 weighing 190 pounds, about the size of 
Nebraska’s smallest receivers .. . He was a 
speedy I-back at Lincoln Pius X High School, 
running the 40-yard dash in 4.7 seconds, 

Gillespie's comments: “! thought Paul really had a good 
spring. He played with a lot of confidence, which really made a 
difference. He’s put himself in a position where he’s really com- 
peting for playing time.” 


SPLIT ENDS 


Wilson Thomas 

6-5, 205, Jr. 

Omaha, Neb. 

Thomas capped a solid spring with four 
catches for 47 yards in the Spring Game... 
He has only one career reception, but he is 
expected to step into a go-to receiver role this | 
year... He missed three games last season 
with a sprained ankle .. . The team's tallest 
receiver, Thomas also boasts good speed and 
solid blocking skills . . . He played for the 
Nebraska basketball team during the second semester last year 
and averaged 1.8 points. 

Receivers coach Ron Brown's comments: “Wilson had a 
real good spring. We intentionally tried to get Wilson into situa- 
tions where he was a go-to guy .. . | thought he delivered well.” 


Ben Zajicek 

6-0, 210, Fr. 

Beatrice, Neb. 

Zajicek missed most of spring practice with 
a hamstring injury ... He sat out the 2000 sea- 
son as a redshirt... A graduate of Beatrice 
High School, he was a three-year starter at |- 
back and free safety and also saw time at wing- 
back and cornerback . . . Despite missing four 
games during his senior season with a shoul- 
der injury, he rushed for 772 yards on 142 carries and was among 
the top tacklers on the team, helping Beatrice to its first winning 
season in five years. 

Brown’s comments: “Ben has excellent speed and quickness. 
He buzzes around. Yes, he’s unproven. He has not ever lined up as 
a wide receiver. He was primarily a running back in high school. 
But | would challenge anybody to outwork Ben Zajicek." 


John Klem 

6-0, 200, Jr. 

Lincoln, Neb. 

Klem is regarded as a tenacious blocker... 
He grabbed a 19-yard touchdown pass in a 
spring scrimmage this past March... He was a 
first-team all-state soccer player at Lincoln East 
... Amember of Nebraska’s 1998 walk-on class, 

Brown’s comments: “Tough, hard-nosed 
kid from Lincoln East. John doesn’t have great 
speed or quickness, but right now is probably 
our most physical blocker. Wilson can be a pretty physical block- 
er, too. But John brings to the table that role that we so much 
need at those wide-receiver spots.” 


TIGHT ENDS 


Tracey Wistrom 

6-5, 240, Sr. 

Webb City, Mo. 

Wistrom caught 2 passes for 25 yards in the 
Spring Game . . . He was a third-team All- 
American in 2000 after tying Bobby Newcombe 
for second on the team with 19 receptions... 
He finished second on the squad with 314 
receiving yards ... He's a two-time consensus 
All-Big 12 selection ... He has been a big-play 
receiver throughout his college career, averag- 
ing a school-record 22.3 yards per catch . . . His 827 career receiv- 
ing yards rank third all-time among Nebraska tight ends. 

Brown's comments: “Tracey is an All-American player. He 
played like an All-American player this spring, just a guy who 
does everything for you. He's very versatile, very intelligent. And 
| thought he had a great blocking year last year, along with his 
reception ability.” 


Aaron Golliday 

6-4, 285, Jr. 

York, Neb. 

When healthy, Golliday is an outstanding 
blocker with soft hands . . . Golliday struggled 
with a nagging shoulder injury last season but 
saw action in all 11 games . . . In two seasons, 
he has four receptions for 60 yards . . . He 
caught two passes in the Fiesta Bow! following 
the 1999 season ... He suited up for the first game in 1998 before 
deciding to sit out the season as a redshirt... He puts the shot for 
the Husker track team. 

Brown’s comments: “Aaron has had the shoulder injury, and 
| think that’s hampered him as much as anything; he just hasn't 
been able to explode. But you look at the bowl game last year, 
and the guy was a dominant, dominant blocker. And he’s had 
games along his career where he's just ripped people. And then 
he’s had games where he hasn't been as aggressive.” 


Jon Bowling 

6-3, 245, Jr. 

Lincoln, Neb. 

Bowling appeared in 11 games last season | | 
and caught four passes for 46 yards, including | 
a 13-yard TD grab against Missouri... He came 
on strong late in the 1999 season when 
Wistrom was out with a knee injury ... In the 
last two games of 1999, against Texas and 
Tennessee, Bowling made four catches .. . 
Bowling redshirted in 1998 after separating his shoulder early in 
fall camp. 

Brown's comments: “He's improved his weight, his strength. 
His major forte is as a receiver. | mean, Jon is another guy who 
can really catch the football. He has great moves, probably as 
good of one-on-one moves as any receiver we have, to be honest 
with you.” 


WINGBACKS 


John Gibson 

6-0, 185, Sr. 

Papillion, Neb. 

The NCAA in April granted Gibson a sixth 
season of eligibility . , . He received the extra 
season because he missed the bulk of his first 
two seasons on campus due to shoulder and 
knee injuries . . . Sharing time with Bobby 
Newcombe last season, Gibson made eight 
catches for 41 yards and a touchdown... He 
made receptions of 6 and 9 yards in Nebraska's last-minute drive 
that led to the game-winning field goal against Colorado . . . 
Gibson was a prep All-American in 1995. 

Solich’s comments: “| think John really had a good year last 
year. He's a guy | think you can count on in terms of catching the 
ball. And he'll make the exceptional catch, like he did against 
Colorado.” 


Troy Hassebroek 

6-4, 220, Jr. 

Lincoln, Neb. 

He spent the spring season as the No. 1 
wingback as Gibson waited to hear from the 
NCAA about his eligibility status . .. He played 
in all 11 regular-season games in 2000 and 
made his first career catch against 
Northwestern in the Alamo Bowl. . . He came 
on strong at the end of the 1999 season and 
earned a start against Tennessee in the Fiesta Bowl . . . He red- 
shirted in 1998. 

Brown’s comments: “Hassebroek is a big, strong, physical 
wingback. You like to have guys like that year-in and year-out to 
go along with a shifty, speed guy like John Gibson. But 
Hassebroek gives us a physical kid that can come in on crack 
blocks." 


Ben Cornelsen 
5-10, 190, Jr. 
Shawnee, Kan. 
Cornelsen suffered an injured hamstring } 
early in spring drills just as he was beginning to 
make an impression ... He hauled in a 38-yard 
touchdown catch in Nebraska's first spring 
scrimmage... A walk-on, Husker coaches want 
him to improve his physical strength and his 
blocking ... But they like his burst of speed and 
quickness and consider him a strong candidate to return punts. 
Brown's comments: “Because of injuries, we haven't been 
able to evaluate him very much in game situations. Now, when 
you look at him in practice, he’s quick, he has soft hands; he real- 
ly catches the ball well. He's a very shifty guy and a good punt 
returner. So he’s a guy I’m really counting on to stay healthy.” 
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LEFT TACKLES 


Dave Volk 

6-5, 300, Sr. 

Battle Creek, Neb. 

Volk will start at tackle for the third straight 
season . . . His strong pass-blocking skills 
helped Nebraska hold foes to only 10 sacks 
last season ... In 2000 he made a successful 
transition from right to left tackle .. . He fin- 
ished fourth on the squad with 104 pancake 
(knockdown) blocks . . . He recorded a sea- 
son-high 15 pancakes against Notre Dame. 

Offensive line coach Milt Tenopir’s comments: “He 
played well this spring. He’s intelligent and he's a leader — a 
quiet leader.” 


Nate Kolterman 

6-3, 330, Jr. 

Seward, Neb. 

Kolterman appeared in six regular-season 
games last season... He finished with seven 
pancakes, including six in a 59-0 thrashing of 
Baylor . . . He underwent arthroscopic sur- 
gery on both knees before the 2000 season 
and tore his left anterior cruciate ligament in 
April of 1999 . . . He was a first-team all-state 
selection at Seward High School as an offensive lineman in 
1997. 

Tenopir’'s comments: “He improved this spring — he picked 
up his intensity level. He tried to be more technique-conscious. 
He was a grabber. But he’s more of a puncher now, which is 
what you need in this business.” 


LEFT GUARDS 


Toniu Fonoti 

6-4, 340, Jr. 

Hauula, Hawaii 

Fonoti last season shattered Nebraska's 
single-season record for pancakes with 155 in 
11 games (14.1 per game) .. . To put that in 
perspective, the school record was 140 in 12 
games, by center Dominic Raiola in 1999... 
In Nebraska's 66-17 win against Northwestern 
in the Alamo Bowl, Fonoti recorded a career- 
best 21 pancakes .. . All that despite playing the last three 
games with a cast on his broken right hand . . . He rebroke the 
hand during the winter and played with a splint all through 
spring. 

Tenopir’s comments: “He's a powerful young man. When 
he's healthy, he’s as good as it gets.” 


Mike Erickson 

6-4, 300, Fr. 

Papillion, Neb. 

He redshirted last season and gained about | 
25 pounds... He was a three-year starter at 
Papillion-LaVista High School for Coach Gene 
Suhr... An All-American by SuperPrep, he 
was its 30th-best offensive lineman nationally 
and also earned honorable-mention All- 
American honors by USA Today ... He turned 
down Colorado State, lowa State and lowa, among others. 

Tenopir’s comments: “He put on good size — he’s up to 300 
— and he's a fairly smooth football player. He still has a few 
ropes to learn, but he’s a pretty moxy kid. He’s going to be a 
good player.” 
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CENTERS 


Jon Rutherford 

6-3, 300, Sr. 

Midwest City, Okla. 

Rutherford was the first Husker off the 
bench for the offensive line in 2000... 
Perhaps the most versatile lineman in school 
history, he backed up Raiola at center and 
played both guard and tackle positions ... He 
tore his left anterior cruciate ligament Nov. 4 
against Kansas and underwent surgery the 
following week .. . He missed all of spring drills but is expected 
to return in time for the start of preseason camp in August... He 
finished sixth on the team in pancakes last season with 30. 

Tenopir’s comments: “He’s a guy who could probably step 
in anywhere (along the line). He's willing to go where we put 
him. We'll probably start him out at center and guard in the fall. 
With him plugged in there, we'll have a little competition to see 
who's the best.” 


John Garrison 

6-4, 285, Jr. 

Blue Springs, Mo. 

Garrison appeared in all 11 regular-season 
games last year and finished with four pan- 
cakes ... He joined Taylor Gehman and Fonoti 
as true freshmen who played in 1999... . 
Began his freshman year at rush end but 
impressed coaches with deep-snapping ability 
and was moved permanently. . . Garrison 
served as the No. 1 deep-snapper in each of his first two seasons 
at NU... In 1999 he became just the fourth Husker true fresh- 
man to earn playing time on the offensive line. 

Tenopir’s comments: “He played very well at times in the 
spring. He needs to put a little meat on during the summer, and 
he'll be working hard at that. He's a very aggressive and tough 
kid.” 


Matt Shook 

6-2, 300, Jr. 

Medina, Ohio 

Shook appeared in five games last season 
and recorded four pancakes . . . He shared 
time with Garrison as Dominic Raiola's back- 
up ...1In 1999 Shook suffered a torn right ACL 
during preseason camp and missed the entire 
season ... He redshirted in 1998 . . . A three- 
year starter at Medina High School, Shook 
earned first-team all-state honors as an offensive guard... He 
was named to the Big 33 team that matches Ohio prep stars 
against Pennsylvanians. 

Tenopir’s comments: “He’s not quite as mobile as Garrison, 
but he does have strength — he’s a little stronger than John. He 
had a decent spring, too. They're both kids you can win with.” 


RIGHT GUARDS 


Wes Cody 

6-2, 295, Jr. 

Fremont, Neb. 

Cody appeared in eight regular-season 
games last season and recorded seven pan- 
cakes, including three apiece against Baylor 
and Kansas... He quietly moved up the depth 


chart during the spring . . . He appeared in 
only one game as a redshirt freshman after 
sitting out as a redshirt in 1998 . . . Cody 


helped lead Fremont Bergan High School to the playoffs each of 
his four years and earned first-team all-state honors as a senior. 

Tenopir’s comments: “He had an excellent spring — he got 
better each week and played well in the Spring Game. He's a 
strong guy who certainly is competitive enough to get the job 
done.” 


Jon Dawson 

6-2, 295, So. 

Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Dawson's stock was on the rise when he 
tore a ligament in his knee two weeks into 
spring drills ... Honored as Nebraska's “Lifter 
of the Year,” Dawson hopes to be ready in 
time for the start of preseason camp in August 
... He appeared in seven games last season 
and recorded 12 pancakes, including six in 
Nebraska’s 56-3 romp over Texas Tech. . . Playing at Cheyenne 
Central High School, he was named Wyoming lineman of the 
year on offense and defense in 1998 . . . He’s NU’s first scholar- 
ship player from Wyoming since Cheyenne native Troy Dumas in 
1991. 

Tenopir’s comments: “We'll wait to see how he comes off 
his knee injury. I'm not one to put a timeline on his recovery, but 
we hope to get him back in September sometime. He was com- 
peting for a starting spot. It was a setback for him.” 


Junior Tagoa’i 

6-2, 290, So. 

Hauula, Hawaii 

Tagoa‘i made a successful switch from nose } 
tackle to guard during spring ball . . . He 
appeared in five games last season and made 
three stops, including a sack .. . He redshirted 
in 1999 ... Playing nose tackle at powerhouse 
St. Louis School, Tagoa’i earned all-state hon- 
ors in 1998 from the Honolulu Star-Bulletin for 
Coach Cal Lee... Recorded 39 tackles, including nine for losses, 
during his senior season. 

Tenopir's comments: “For being at (offensive guard) for 
only a short time, he played very well. He's a strong, competitive 
guy. He just needs to learn the business better. But he has the 
right tools to get the job done.” 


RIGHT TACKLES 


Dan Waldrop 

6-5, 330, So. 

Compton, Calif. 

With sophomore Chris Loos recovering 
from knee surgery, Waldrop operated with the | 
first-string offense for most of the spring. . . 
Last season he appeared in six games and 
recorded seven pancakes, including five 
against Texas Tech... He’s among Nebraska's 
biggest players but is gentle in nature... He 
earned honorable-mention Best in the West accolades from the 
Long Beach Press-Telegraph after helping Banning High to a 10- 
4 record in 1998 ... Born in Pago Pago, American Samoa. 

Tenopir’s comments: “He had a very good spring. He 
became more intense as a football player — he got after people 
better. That sometimes happens when guys start thinking they 
might be playing more.” 


Chris Loos 

6-3, 310, So. 

Lincoln, Neb. 

Loos missed spring drills after tearing his 
left anterior, posterior and medial collateral 
ligaments during Alamo Bowl preparations in 
December . . . He saw action in all 11 regular- 
season games last season, primarily as the 
right guard on the PAT and field-goal units ... 
But he also saw time as a backup tackle... He 
moved up to No. 2 at left tackle when Rutherford went down 
with his injury ... Loos finished last season with 15 pancakes. 

Tenopir's comments: “Chris was a very aggressive player 
last year — he was our third guy going into the bowl game 
before he was injured. He came on well at the end of last year 
and proved he could get the job done.” 


LEFT CORNERBACKS 


Keyuo Craver 

5-10, 190, Sr. 

Harleton, Texas 

Craver missed the last five practices of the 
spring with a high ankle sprain, but he’s 
expected to be 100 percent by the start of pre- 
season camp in August . . . A seasoned veter- 
an, Craver has started every game at left cor- 
ner the last two seasons... He should contend 
for All-American honors this season . . . He 
ranks second at Nebraska in career pass breakups with 28 — 22 
behind school-record holder Ralph Brown. 

Defensive coordinator Craig Bohl’s comment: “We need 
to have big things from Keyuo. He has a lot of ability and a lot of 
experience. So what that has to translate into is a very consistent 
big-time player. It can’t be a guy who makes three big plays and 
doesn’t come up with a fourth. He needs to be a dominant play- 
er on the corner.” 


Pat Ricketts 

5-11, 180, So. 

Omaha, Neb. 

Ricketts, a walk-on, missed much of spring 
practice with a hamstring injury . . . He 


appeared in 10 games last season and made 
18 tackles while also breaking up a pass... 
Arguably the surprise of Nebraska’s 1999 
recruiting class after turning down scholarship 
offers from New Mexico State and Army... 
He was named to the Lincoln Journal Star Super-State squad 
after his senior season at Millard North. 

Bohl’s comments: “He came on and played nickel back for us 
this spring and we really feel good about Pat. He'll line up at cor- 
nerback, but we'll put him as our starting nickel back." 


Lornell McPherson 

5-9, 175, Fr. 

Omaha, Neb. 

McPherson played both running back and 
defensive back at Omaha Central High School, 
earning all-state honors from the Lincoln 
Journal Star (defensive back) and Omaha 
World-Herald (running back) after his senior 
season . . . He’s a member of the state’s all- 
time fastest 400-meter relay team . . . He has 
great cover speed (4.57-second 40-yard dash) and an impresive 
vertical jump (39 inches) ... He turned down Michigan, lowa and 
Kansas State, among others. 

Bohl’s comments: “He made some really good plays in the 
spring. He's a physical guy, and we really feel he has a bright 
future with us.” 


RIGHT CORNERBACKS 


DeJuan Groce 

5-10, 190, Jr. 

Garfield Heights, Ohio 

Groce sat out all of spring practice after 
undergoing offseason shoulder surgery . . . 
Last season he alternated with Erwin Swiney | 
onthe right side .. . He broke the school’s sin- 
gle-season pass-breakups record with 17... 
He also played left corner in the nickel package 
when Craver moved into the nickel slot... 
Groce started three games last season, including the last two... 
He finished the season with 26 tackles. 

Bohl’s comments: “DeJuan really finished off last season 
well. It hurts that he missed spring ball, but it'd be different if he 
hadn't played all last year. It hurts, but | don’t think it’s insur- 
mountable.” 
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Erwin Swiney 

6-0, 185, Sr. 

Lincoln, Neb. 

He'll see ample time in the cornerback rota- 
tion with Craver and Groce... He has made a 
team-best 33 career starts, including 10 games 
as a freshman... He has 27 career breakups 
to rank third all-time at Nebraska . .. He played 
in all 11 games last season and started the first i 
10 opposite Craver . . . Swiney finished 2000 with 19 tackles, 
including 14 unassisted stops. 

Bohl’s comments: “Erwin played well and competed well 
this spring. Erwin’s played a lot of football for us. He’s made a lot 
of good plays. | thought he was more physical this spring than 
what he has been. He tackled better.” 


Jeff Hemje 

6-0, 180, Sr. 

Grand Island, Neb. 

Hemje came to Nebraska on an academic 
scholarship, then decided to try out for foot- 
ball... He caught the coaches’ attention with 
his speed .. . He set a team position record 
with a 3.86-clocking in the pro-agility run... 
He appeared in six games last season and 
made two tackles and broke up a pass... In 
1999, Hemje played in eight games and had eight tackles... He 
earned honorable-mention all-state honors as a cornerback and 
|-back for Grand Island High School. 

Bohl’s comments: “He's really been a diligent player. He’s a 
great team player, and he has a great understanding of the 
defense.” 


FREE SAFETIES 


Dion Booker 

6-1, 205, Sr. 

Oceanside, Calif. 

He capped a strong spring with four tackles 
in the Red-White Game... He played in every 
game last season and started seven of the first 
eight before giving way to senior Troy 
Watchorn . . . He finished with 34 tackles, 
including 18 solo stops . .. He collected a sea- 
son-high six tackles and a career-best four solo stops against 
lowa ... He finished the 1999 season with 28 stops. 

Bohl’s comments: “He's bouncing back and forth between 
rover and free safety. He adds a great deal of experience. He real- 
ly played very well in the Alamo Bowl. The closer we move him 
up to the line of scrimmage, the better playmaker he is.” 


Willie Amos 

6-0, 185, So. 

Sweetwater, Texas 

Amos played in 11 games last season as a vt 
true freshman, finishing with nine tackles and 
three pass breakups ... He's one of the team’s 
best all-around athletes ... He ran the 40-yard 
dash in 4.3 seconds in high school .. . He 
rushed for 3,824 yards and 37 touchdowns 
during his prep career... He is a member of a national and world 
champion jump-rope team, competing in the double-dutch 
event. 

Bohl's comments: “He played well in the Spring Game. He 
has loads of physical talent, great speed and he has a willing 
heart. He’s learning, and that sometimes holds his athleticism 
back a little bit. He's still making some mistakes due to inexperi- 
ence, but, boy, you can see him doing some things that are real- 
ly special. He's got big-time ability.” 
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Jerrell Pippens 

6-2, 190, So. 

Philadelphia 

Pippens is a walk-on from the Husker track 
team ... He capped a breakthrough spring 
season with six tackles in the Red-White 
Game . . . He appeared in four games last 
season but is expected to see much more 
action this season . . . He ran the first leg for 
the 4x400 relay team that placed fifth in the 
2000 Big 12 indoor meet. 

Bohl’s comments: “He played exceptionally well in the 
Spring Game. Pip showed up. We're pleased with his 
progress.” 


ROVERS 

Lannie Hopkins 

6-2, 205, Fr. 

Rowlett, Texas 

Hopkins moved from weakside linebacker 
to rover this spring and made an immediate 
impact ... He'll go into preseason camp as 
the front-runner to start at the position... He 
made five tackles in the Red-White Game... 
He redshirted in 2000 . . . As a senior at 
Rowlett High School, Hopkins made 152 tack- 
les, including 85 solo stops .. . He blocked an astounding 22 
kicks during his prep career. 

Bohl’s comments: “He has a lot of ability. He’s working on 
his coverage skills, but he really shows up in scrimmages. He’s 
one of our fastest players on defense, and he’s physical. He has 
good instincts. He lacks experience, but he has a willing atti- 
tude.” 


Aaron Terpening 

5-11, 200, Jr. 

Salem, Ore. 

A walk-on, Terpening enjoyed a solid soph- 
omore season... He backed up senior rovers 
Joe Walker and Clint Finley and also played | 
on the punt return team as a corner blocker 
and on the kickoff coverage team . . . He fin- 
ished the season with six tackles . . . Against 
Kansas State, he blocked Travis Brown's first 
punt, and Craver recovered the pigskin in the end zone. 

Bohl’s comments: “He's a steady-eddy guy. He’s physical. 
But he gets limited when he’s out on an island.” 


STRONGSIDE LINEBACKERS 


Scott Shanle 

6-2, 235, Jr. 

St. Edward, Neb. 

A former walk-on, Shanle won the starting } 
job at the end of spring practice in 2000... } 
Last season he finished fifth on the team 
with 55 tackles, including 30 solo stops... 
He started all but two games last season, 
against Texas Tech and Oklahoma, when the 
Huskers used extra defensive backs ... He 
had a career-high 11 tackles against Kansas State. 

Bohl’s comments: “| thought he had an excellent spring — 
he played as well as he’s ever played. He made a lot of tackles. 
He's experienced no ... I'm really excited about Scott this sea- 
son.” 


ira Cooper 

6-2, 220, Fr. 

Omaha, Neb. 

Cooper made a big move up the depth 
chart with an impressive spring ... He sat out 
last season as a redshirt but impressed 
coaches with his work on the scout team... 
He was a four-year starter for Coach Larry 
Morrissey at Omaha Westside High .. . He 
recorded 58 tackles as a prep senior despite a 
slew of injuries ... He was named PrepStar All-American. 

Bohl’s comments: “He showed some playmaking ability 
this spring. He has to gain some experience, but | think he'll 
develop into a good backup there.” 


MIDDLE LINEBACKERS 


Jamie Burrow 
6-1, 245, Sr. 
Ames, lowa 

Burrow, Carlos Polk’s backup the past two 
seasons, injured his hamstring during the 
first major scrimmage of the spring and sat 
out the final couple weeks of practice .. . 
Burrow finished last season with 14 tackles, 
one sack, four quarterback hurries and a 28- 
yard fumble return for a touchdown against 
Missouri... He also had 14 tackles in 1999. .. Jamie is the son 
of ex-NU standout Jimmy Burrow, now a graduate assistant for 
the Huskers. 

Bohl’'s comments: “We feel Jamie has played a lot the last 
couple years at critical times in the game. We've been pleased 
with his performance. He certainly worked hard this winter. He's 
gained some solid weight and he's carrying it well. He’s looked 
good.” 


T.J. Hollowell 

6-0, 220, So. 

Copperas Cove, Texas 

Hollowell last season played behind 
Shanle at strongside linebacker, but he began 
spring practice at weakside linebacker . .. He 
switched to middle linebacker for the last 
week of spring practice because Burrow and 
Tony Tata were sidelined by injuries... 
Whether Hollowell stays in the middle might depend on how 
quickly Tata heals from his knee injury and how fast highly 
regarded recruit Barrett Ruud picks things up in August. 

Bohl’s comments: “| think T.J.’s going to be a solid player 
for us this season. Whether he plays WILL or MIKE, | don’t 
know. He’s strong and very instinctive, and he'll do anything for 
the team.” 


Tony Tata 

6-1, 245, Jr. 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

Tata suffered a ligament tear in his left 
knee in the second major scrimmage of the | 
spring and his status for the start of the sea- 
son is uncertain . . . He appeared in nine 
games last season and made four tackles... 
As a senior at St. Louis High in Honolulu, he 
was named the state's player of the year by 
USA Today. 

Bohl’s comments: “The day he got hurt, he had his best 
scrimmage he's had since he’s been here. His injury really hurt, 
because we were thin at that spot anyhow, and that really put a 
kink in it. | think he'll be back in the middle of August. Then 
there’s several weeks a guy has to go through to get to where 
he can play.” 


WEAKSIDE LINEBACKERS 


Mark Vedral 

6-1, 210, Sr. 

Gregory, S.D. 

Vedral capped a strong spring with five 
tackles, including a sack, in the Red-White 
Game ... With senior Randy Stella’s status in 
doubt entering August, Vedral becomes the 
clear-cut starter here .. . Although Vedral did 
not play in the first two games last season, 
he finished with 23 tackles, the most of any non-starter... He 
made a career-high six tackles against Missouri, 

Bohl’s comments: “He had a good spring. He actually broke 
his thumb but continued to play. We don’t have a lot of backups 
at this spot.” 


Blanchard Johnson 

5-11, 205, So. 

Omaha, Neb. 

An ankle injury sidelined him for the latter 
part of spring practice ... He appeared in four 
games last season and made six tackles and 
blocked a field goal... Born and raised in 
Omaha, he attended St. Albert High School in 
nearby Council Bluffs, lowa... At St. Albert, 
he played both middle linebacker and run- 
ning back, earning all-state honors on both sides of the ball... 
He rushed for 1,928 yards and 35 TDs as a senior. 

Bohl’s comments: “He added some depth last year, and | 
think that's kind of where he’s at right now.” 


LEFT RUSH ENDS 


Chris Kelsay 
6-5, 270, Jr. 
Auburn, Neb. 

Nebraska coaches want Kelsay to become 
a dominant player in the mold of great 
Husker rush ends of the past . . . In 2000 he 
played in all 11 games and started the last 
seven... Kelsay finished ninth on the team in 
tackles with 29, including nine solos ...He 
had a career-high five stops in the regular- 
season finale against Colorado. 

Bohl’s comments: “He's certainly becoming more domi- 
nant and aggressive. We're expecting him to have an excellent 
year. He’s an experienced player. He has a great attitude, and | 
know he's expecting to step up to the plate this year.” 


Justin Smith 

6-4, 260, Jr. 

Sherman, Texas 

Smith capped a solid spring season with 
two sacks in the Red-White Scrimmage . . . 
He also had a pair of sacks in a March 24 
scrimmage ... He played in 11 games last 
season and recorded 14 tackles, including 
two for losses . .. He appears to be recovered 
from shoulder surgery performed right after 
the 1999 season. 

Bohl’s comments: “Justin played solidly this spring. He 
was not able to go through spring ball last year, so this spring 
really helped him. We feel he made some real progress.” 
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J.P. Wichmann 

6-4, 230, Sr. 

Shawnee, Kan. 

Wichmann appeared in 11 games last 
season and made nine stops, including 
two sacks and a quarterback-hurry .. . He 
played in six games in 1999, making four 
tackles . .. He saw action in three games 
during the 1998 season... He was a team- 
mate of Husker receiver Ben Cornelsen at Shearing Mission 
Northwest High School. 

Bohl's comments: “He has a lot of enthusiasm, and he’s 
a good pass-rusher.” 


RIGHT RUSH ENDS 


Demoine Adams 

6-2, 235, Jr. 

Pine Bluff, Ark 

Adams enjoyed an excellent spring .. . 
He recorded two sacks in a March 31 scrim- 
mage ...In 2000 he played in every game 
and started the first four, finishing with 12 
tackles and five quarterback hurries ... In 
1999 he played in mostly pass-rush sitlia- 
tions and made five stops ... He played tight end, linebacker 
and defensive end in high school. 

Bohl’s comments: “Demoine shows up a lot. He runs 
really well, and | thought he had a great spring.” 


Trevor Johnson 

6-4, 250, So. 

Lincoln, Neb. 

Johnson made a smooth transition from 
tight end to rush end this spring ... He 
recorded four stops in the Red-White 
Spring Game, including two sacks... Last 
season he played impressively at tight 
end, but with three talented veterans at 
tight end, Husker coaches looked for a way to get Johnson on 
the field . .. He was a force on both sides of the ball in high 
school. 

Bohl's comments: "We've really been pleased with 
Trevor Johnson. | think he’s becoming more comfortable. 
And the more repetition he gets, the better he’ll be.” 


Benard Thomas 

6-4, 250, So. 

East Palo Alto, Calif. 

Thomas put on a show in the Red-White 
Spring Game, finishing with four sacks for 
25 yards in losses ... But for the most part, 
he said, he played poorly during the spring 

. He played in six games as a true fresh- 
man after coaches decided to pull him out © 
of a redshirt season for game three against lowa. . . He fin- 
ished the year with only two tackles, 

Bohl’s comments: “He can do some things the other 
guys can't do. We feel like he’s an excellent pass-rusher, but 
he’s got to work on his run fundamentals. He did make some 
good plays in the Red-White Spring Game. He's a perfection- 
ist." 
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NOSE TACKLES 


Jason Lohr 

6-2, 275, Sr. 

Tulsa, Okla. 

Lohr practiced only once during the spring 
because of a combination of personal reasons 
and a back injury... His back injury required 
surgery in late April, but Solich said Lohr 
should be ready for the start of preseason 
camp in August... Lohr started every game 
last season and ranked sixth on the squad with 46 tackles. 

Bohl's comments: “We didn't get much out of Jason during 
the spring, but that gave us an opportunity to work with some 
other players. When Jason's healthy, he’s probably the strongest 
among our linemen.” 


Jon Clanton 

6-2, 280, Jr. 

Glendale, Ariz. 

Coaches moved Clanton to rush end for a 
period during the spring before deciding he fit 
best at nose tackle . . . Clanton capped the 
spring with a sack in the Red-White Game... 
He continues to dazzle in physical testing, 
establishing himself as one of the quickest 
defensive tackles in school history ...He played in 10 games last 
season and made five tackles. 

Bohl’'s comments: “We really feel good about Jon Clanton. 
He has excellent speed, and he’s a good pass rusher.” 


Manaia Brown 
6-4, 300, Fr. 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

After sitting out last season because he was 
academically ineligible, Brown made a major 
impression during spring practice . . . He 
began the spring at rush end, but he found his 
niche when he moved inside two weeks into 
drills .. . He capped the spring with a seven- 
tackle performance in the Red-White Game, an effort that 
included three sacks. 

Bohl‘s comments: “We were really pleased with Manaia this 
spring. He still has to lose some weight and get in playing shape. 
But he’s a strong guy who does have ability. | see him being in 
the rotation this season." 


Ryon Bingham 

6-3, 275, So. 

Sandy, Utah 

Bingham practiced during the spring, but 
he couldn't go full bore because he’s still both- 
ered by a broken right foot that sidelined him 
all of last season... By proceeding with cau- 
tion in the spring, Bingham hoped to be ready 
for the start of preseason camp in August .. . 
Trouble is, he hasn't played in a game since the 1998 season at 
Alta High School, where he was a two-time state champion 
heavyweight wrestler. 

Defensive line coach Jeff Jamrog’s comments: “He's 
getting better, but he needs a lot of repetitions. Unfortunately he 
hasn't gotten a lot of reps with live bullets flying in scrimmage 
situations. He's still, in my mind, an unknown entity. He knows 
that, too.” 


DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


Jeremy Slechta 
6-6, 285, Sr. 


LaVista, Neb. 
Slechta endured a 
rough offseason ... In 


January, he smashed his 
hand in a non-football 
accident and had to have 
a pin inserted, then in 
February he underwent 
arthroscopic knee surgery ... He made four 
tackles in the Red-White Spring Game .. . 
Last season he backed up starter Loran 
Kaiser and started four games when Kaiser 
was injured . . . Slechta finished the 2000 
season with 25 tackles, including 13 in his 
four starts. 

Bohl’s comments: “He went through 
spring ball without being nearly as strong 
as he normally is. But because of his nature 
and his experience, he scrapped around 
and made a lot of plays. Now he’s going to 
have to have a great summer in the weight 
room.” 


Casey Nelson 
6-2, 285, Sr. 
Newman Grove, 
Neb. 

Nelson last season 
played in 10 games and 
made five tackles and 
recorded three quarter- 
back-hurries .. . He broke 
his right wrist against Notre Dame last sea- 
son but kept playing and immediately 
returned to practice the next week... He 
weighed 215 pounds when he arrived on 
campus in August 1997 with hopes of 
becoming a college linebacker. 

Bohl’s comments: “Casey’s turned out 
to be solid in maintaining the line of scrim- 
mage and making plays. He’s not a great 
pass-rusher right now, but he’s a strong 
guy in the middle and can certainly add 
depth.” 


Patrick Kabongo 

6-6, 290, So. 

Montreal, Quebec 

Kabongo impressed 
coaches during the 
spring with his new- 
found quickness, the 
result of dropping about 
40 pounds... He was the 
defensive star of the 
Red-White Spring Game, recording 12 tack- 
les, including a sack . . . Last season 
Kabongo appeared in seven games and 
made four stops. 

Bohl’'s comments: “He's the guy who 
made the most progress this spring. We 
evaluated the Spring Game, and he’s a 
drastically different player than what he 
was last spring. He really worked on his 
speed and quickness. He’s worked himself 
into a solid player. He’s going to play some, 
and it’s great to see because he’s a neat 
kid.” 


PUNTER 


Kyle Larson 

6-0, 205, So. 

Funk, Neb. 

Larson, as expected, takes 
over as starter for record- 
setting punter Dan 
Hadenfeldt . . . Larson aver- 
aged an eye-opening 56.1 
yards on six punts in two 
scrimmages during the 
spring . . . Larson won state Punt, Pass and 
Kick competitions in junior high and went on to 
average a state-leading 46.5 yards per punt as 
a senior at Kearney High School (Kearney is 
just north of Funk). 

Kicker coach Dan Young’s comment: 
“He’s maintained the kind of distance you 
want, and his hang time has improved. He has 
a habit of taking a little extra step with his left 
foot. We're trying to break him of that.” 


PLACE-KICKERS 


Josh Brown 

6-2, 190, Jr. 

Foyil, Okla. 

Although he spent con- 
siderable time playing 
receiver this spring, Brown 
managed a slight edge over 
Sandro DeAngelis as the | 
No. 1 kicker . . . Brown last AN 
season was perfect on 60 
PATs, extending his career streak to 108, 
including 95 straight in the regular season... 
He last missed a PAT against Southern 
Mississippi in Game 3 of the 1999 season... 
He struggled some last season, making just 5 
of 10 field-goal attempts . . . He gained signifi- 
cant redemption by making a 29-yard, game- 
winning field goal against Colorado last sea- 
son. 

Young’s comments: “Josh probably chart- 
ed a hair better than Sandro this spring. At this 
point, he has a little stronger leg.” 


Sandro DeAngelis 
5-8, 195, Fr. 
Niagara Falls, 
Ontario 

DeAngelis shined in the | 
Red-White Spring Game, ff 
booting field goals of 37, 48 
and 37 yards . . . He also 
reached the end zone with 
three of his five kickoffs .. . 
He could press Brown for the starter’s job in 
preseason camp .. . He was an honorable- 
mention high school All-American by USA 
Today . . . DeAngelis was ranked as the No. 1 
recruit in Canada by Bill Passel’s Canadian 
Recruiters and was chosen as the No. 2 kicker 
in the eastern part of the United States by 
PrepStar. 

Young's comments: “Josh and Sandro are 
both good kickers, and we'll just have to keep 
working on it to see how it all goes. | know 
they'll both be working hard all summer. | think 
by next fall, they'll be close to each other.” 
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Roster of Returning Players 


No. Name Pos. Ht. 
98 **Adams, Demoine RRE 6-2 
40 Albertson, Matt IB 5-10 
27 *Amos, Willie FS 6-0 
70 Andersen, Jake OG 6-1 
61 Bingham, Ryon NT 6-3 
29 Boettner, Mic ROV 6-0 
14 ***Booker, Dion FS 6-1 
84 **Bowling, Jon TE 6-3 
26 **Brown, Josh PK 6-2 
96 Brown, Manaia NT 6-4 
39 Buller, Chad WLB 5-11 
43 Burrow, Dan FS 5-10 
48 **Burrow, Jamie MLB 6-1 
18 Butler, Cody PK/P 6-0 
4 *Butler, Terrell ROV 5-9 
11 ™Chrisman, Joe QB 5-11 
55 **Clanton, Jon NT 6-2 
59 *Cody, Wes OG 6-2 
1 *Collins, Thunder IB 6-2 


32 Cook, Kelly SE 641 
27 Cooper, Ira SLB 6-2 
81 *Cornelsen, Ben WB 5-10 
3 **Craver, Keyuo LCB 5-11 
7 **Crouch, Eric QB 6-1 
59 Crumpton, Patrick LB 5-10 
82 Dabbert, Will TE 6-4 
4 *Davies, Judd FB 6-0 
27 Davis, Josh ROV 5-11 
50 *Dawson, Jon OG 6-2 
22 DeAngelis, Sandro PK 5-8 


32 Demerath, Tim ROV 6-1 
2 Demps, Mike 5-10 
30 *Diedrick, Dahrran 6-0 


29 Dunn, Andrew 
78 Erickson, Mike 
88 Estudillo, Chris 
64 Flaum, M.J. 
77 ™Fonoti, Toniu 
51 Fries, Gabe 
52 **Garrison, John 

8 **Gibson, John 
54 Giebler, Dan 
99 ** Golliday, Aaron 
49 Gragert, Nick 
72 Green, Tim 

6 *Grixby, DeAntae 

5 *Groce, DeJuan 
26 Guse, Kevin LCB 5-11 
62 Gwennap, Andy OG 6-2 
89 **Hassebroek, Troy WB 6-4 
18 **Herje, Jeff RCB 6-0 
51 Hoke, Anthony SLB 6-0 
40 *Hollowell, T.J. MLB 6-0 
40 Hopkins, Lannie ROV 6-2 
38 Huston, Kellen CB 5-11 
24 Ickes, Matt RCB 5-10 
36 Jackson, Joel CB 5-10 
34 Jisa, Jason SE 64 
23 *Johnson,Blanchard WLB 5-11 
88 ‘Johnson, Trevor RRE 6-4 
94 *Kabongo, Patrick DT 6-6 
37 *Kastl, Paul FB 5-10 
42 Keiser, Dusty TE 6-3 
57 **Kelsay, Chris LRE 6-5 
19 Klem, John SE 6-0 
73 *Koethe, Scott OT 6-5 
75 **Kollmorgen, KyleOQT 6-5 
74 Kolowski, David C 6-5 
67 *Kolterman, Nate OT 6-3 
39 Kriewald, Steve FB 5-10 


60 JUNE/JULY 2001 


Wt. 

235 
210 
185 
290 
275 
205 
205 
245 
190 
300 
210 
175 
245 
180 
190 
190 
280 
295 


Hometown (school) 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 
North Platte, Neb. 


. Sweetwater, Texas 
. Littleton, Colo. (J.K. Mullen) 
. Sandy, Utah (Alta) 


Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 
Oceanside, Calif. (ElICamino) 
Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
Foyil, Okla. 

Salt Lake City, Utah 


. Henderson, Neb. (Heartland) 
. Ames, lowa 


Ames, lowa 


. Hastings, Neb. (St. Cecilia) 
. Ausiell, Ga. (Pebblebrook) 


Longmont, Colo. 

Glendale, Ariz. (Centennial) 
Fremont, Neb. (Bergan) 

Los Angeles, Calif. (East Los 
Angeles/Manual Arts HS) 


. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 
. Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 


Shawnee, Kan. (Northwest) 
Harleton, Texas 
Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 


=r, Mavisdale, Va. (Grundy) 


Lincoln, Neb. (East) 


0. Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 


Loveland, Colo, 


. Cheyenne, Wyo. (Central) 
. Niagara Falls, Ont., Canada 


(St. Joseph's Collegiate, N.Y.) 
Plainview, Neb. 

Fort Worth, Texas (Dunbar) 
Scarborough, Ont., Canada 
(Cedarbrae Collegiate Inst.) 


. Glenwood, lowa 

. Omaha, Neb. (Papio-LaVista) 
. Ord, Neb. 

. Westminster, Colo. (Nrthginn) 


Hauula, Hawaii (Kahuku) 
Benkelman, Neb. (Dundy Co.) 
Blue Springs, Mo. 

Papillion, Neb. (Papio-LaVista) 


. Fremont, Neb. 


York, Neb. 
Columbus, Neb. 


5. Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 
. Omaha, Neb. (Central) 


Garfield Hghts, Ohio (St. Ed) 


. Longmont, Colo. 


Smith Center, Kan. 
Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln High) 
Grand Island, Neb. 


. Lyndon, Kan. 
. Copperas Cove, Texas 
. Rowlett, Texas (Rowlett) 
. Ankeny, lowa 


Page, Neb. (Orchard) 


. Papillion, Neb. (Papio-LaVista) 
. Seward, Neb. 
. Omaha, Neb. (C.B. St. Albert) 
. Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) 
. Montreal, Que. (Vanier Prep) 


Lincoln, Neb. (Pius X) 


Fr. Norfolk, Neb. (Catholic) 


Auburn, Neb. 

Lincoln, Neb. (East) 
Central City, Neb. 

Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
Omaha, Neb. (Millard West) 
Seward, Neb. 


. Scotia, Neb. (N. Loup-Scotia) 


19 Larson, Kyle 6-0 
28 Liley, Tim 5-11 
63 Limbaugh, Jack 
14 Lindstrom, Brett 
70 *“*Lohr, Jason 
5 Long, DeWayne 
44 Long, Jason 
76 *Loos, Chris 
10 *Lord, Jammal 
54 Makris, Mike 
79 Manning, Stephen 
63 Manstedt, Mitch 
76 McBride, Jeff 
33 McGowan, Luke 
6 McPherson, Lornell LCB 5-9 
16 Mikluscak, Ryan 
21 *Miller, Robin 
58 Miller, Tim 
21 Neal, Don 
61 Nelson, Brian 
85 **Nelson, Casey 
24 O'Holleran, Jack 
23 Ommert, Ryan 
25 Otto, Jamie 
78 Peetz, Phil 
44 *Penny, Jon 
31 *Pippens, Jerrell 
83 Plooster, Matt 
69 Povendo, Nick 
35 Reed, Adam 
47 Reese, Tim 
47 Richenberger,Jason 
28 *Ricketts, Pat 
86 Ringenberg, Kyle 
66 **Rutherford, Jon 
50 Safranek, Steve 
11. Scholting, Carl 
85 Septak, Chris 
80 Shada, Alex 
43 **Shanle, Scott 
53 *Shook, Matt 
13 Siefken, Scott 
56 **Slechta, Jeremy 
45 Smith, Jemond 
92 **Smith, Justin 
34 **Stella, Randy-x 
16 **Swiney, Erwin 
96 *Tagoa’i, Junior 
90 *Tata, Tony 
2 **Terpening, Aaron 
52 *Thomas, Benard 
9 *Thomas, Wilson 
31 Thorne, Fred 
77 Toline, Tyler 
48 Tomasevicz, Curt 
9 **Vedral, Mark 
57 Volk, Cody 
58 **Volk, Dave 
68 *Waldrop, Dan 
41 Walker, Tommicus 


7 Walker, Treoun 


99 Warrior, Adrian 

37 White, Jay 

95 *Wichmann, J.P. 

91 Wigert, Kiffin 

25 Wingender, Andy 

87 **Wistrom, Tracey TE 

20 **Woodward, Wes ROV 5-8 
5 Zajicek, Ben SE 6-0 
— indicates letters earned 

x — indefinitely suspended 


205 
195 
280 
185 
275 


Funk, Neb. (Kearney) 


. Lakewood, Colo, (Mullen) 
. Algona, lowa 
. Omaha, Neb. (Millard West) 


Tulsa, Okla. (Jenks) 


. W.Des Moines, lowa(Dowling) 
. Nebraska City, Neb. 
. Lincoin, Neb. (Southeast) 
. Bayonne, NJ. 
. Rhinelander, Wis. 
. Knoxville, Tenn. (Bearden) 
. Clarks, Neb. 
. Brule, Neb. (South Platte) 
. Schuyler, Neb. 
. Omaha, Neb. (Central) 
. Omaha, Neb, (Bellevue West) 
. Kent, Wash. (Kent-Meridian) 
. Elmwood, Neb.(Elm.-Murdock) 
. Henrietta, N.Y. (Rush-Henr.) 
. Omaha, Neb. (Millard West) 


Newman Grove, Neb. 


=r. North Platte, Neb. 
. Cambridge, Neb. 
. Norfolk, Neb. (Catholic) 


Elkhorn, Neb. 
Lawrence, Kan. 
Philadelphia, Pa. (W. Catholic) 


. Malcolm, Neb. (Mt. Michael) 
. Keller, Texas 
. Scottsbluff, Neb. 
. Seattle, Wash. (O’Dea) 
. Liberty, Mo. 
. Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 
. Elkhorn, Neb, 


Midwest City, Okla. 


. Omaha, Neb. (Gross) 


Springfield, Neb. (Spr.-Platte.) 


. Omaha, Neb. (Millard West) 
. Wahoo, Neb. 


St. Edward, Neb. 
Medina, Ohio 


. Boerne, Texas 


LaVista, Neb. (Papio-LaVista) 
Kenner, La. (Bonnabel) 


. Sherman, Texas 


Omaha, Neb. (Benson) 
Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) 
Hauula, Hawaii (St. Louis) 
Honolulu, Hawaii (St. Louis) 
Salem, Ore. (North) 


. E. Palo Alto, Calif.(St. Francis) 


Omaha, Neb. (North) 


. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
. Wahoo, Neb. 
. Shelby, Neb. 


Gregory, S.D. 


5. Norfolk, Neb. (Battle Creek) 


Battle Creek, Neb. 
Wilmington, Calif. (Banning) 


. Grand Prairie, Texas 


(TCU/Sam Houston) 


. Grand Prairie, Texas (Highland 


CC/Sam Houston) 
Bloomfield, Neb.(Cushng, Okla.) 


0. Ashville, N.C.(A.C. Reynolds) 


Shawnee, Kan. (Northwest) 


. Cheyenne, Wyo. (Central) 
. Omaha, Neb. (Mt. Michael) 


Webb City, Mo. 
Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) 


RFF. Beatrice, Neb. 


RFr. — indicates freshmen who redshirted in 2000 


Coming .. .- 


2001 Recruiting Class 


1997 
Correll Buckhalter, |-back 
Matt Davison, split end 
Bobby Newcombe, OB/wingback 
Erwin Swiney, defensive back 
Kyle Vanden Bosch, rush end 
Joe Walker, defensive back 
1998 
Keyuo Craver, defensive back 
Jason Lohr, defensive tackle 


Marques Simmons 


True Freshmen Who Have Played 
The Last Four Seasons 


*placed on medical scholarship, no longer on team 


Player, hometown (school) Ht. Wt. 

Titus Adams, Omaha (Creighton Prep) 6-4 285 

Philip Bland, Lafayette (Fairview), Colo. 6-0 205 

Cliff Brye, Lincoln (Northeast)/Hutchinson (Kan.) CC 5-10 175 
Daniel Bullocks, Chattanooga (Hixson), Tenn. 6-2 200 

Josh Bullocks, Chattanooga (Hixson), Tenn. 6-2 200 
Seppo Evwaraye, Laurel (Laurel-Concord), Neb. 6-5 325 
Antwon Guidry, Campbell (Leigh), Calif. 6-1 185 

Jared Helming, Springfield (Kickapoo), Mo. 6-4. 275 DL Philip Bland 
Richie Incognito, Glendale (Mount. Ridge), Ariz. 6-4 310 OL 
Randy Landingham, Sonora, Calif. 6-1 180 CB 
Danieal Manning, Corsicana, Texas 6-0 195 CB 
Mike McLaughlin, Omaha (Millard North) 6-0 175 QB 
Gary Pike, Pueblo (Centennial), Colo. 6-4 280 OL 
Cory Ross, Denver (Thomas Jefferson), Colo. 5-7 190 RB 
Barrett Ruud, Lincoln (Southeast) 6-2 220 LB 
Marques Simmons, Davenport (North), lowa 5-10 190 RB 
Le Kevin Smith, Macon (Stratford Academy), Ga. 6-3 295 DT 
Mike Stuntz, Council Bluffs (St. Albert), lowa 6-2 185 QB 


Barrett Ruud 


Jeremy Slechta, defensive tackle 
1999 

Toniu Fonoti, guard 

John Garrison, center/deep snapper 

*Taylor Gehman, defensive back 
2000 

Willie Amos, defensive back 

Terrell Butler,, defensive back 

T.J. Hollowell, linebacker 

Benard Thomas, rush end 


Le Kevin Smith 


a 
Seven Huskers were select- H Matt Grummert RRE 
ed in the April 21-22 NFL Huskers Selected = NFL Draft Seth Gutz SE 
draft. Rush end Kyle Player Pos. Rd. Team Dan Hadenfeldt P 
Vanden Bosch was the first Kyle Vanden Bosch DE 2 Arizona Cardinals Russ Hochstein OG 
Husker chosen. He was the Dominic Raiola C 2 Detroit Lions Loran Kaiser DT 
third pick of the second Carlos Polk LB 4  SanDiegoChargers Chace Long K 
round by Arizona, the 34th Gorell Buckhalter RB 4 PhiladelphiaEagles Dwayne McClary = LCB 
pick overall. Center ; Jake McKee TE 
Dominic Raiola, who left Russ Hochstein G 5 Tampa Bay Bucs Willie Miller FB 
Nebraska after his junior BobbyNewcombe WR 6 Arizona Cardinals Brandon Mooberry RRE 
season, was also chosen in Dan Alexander RB 6 Tennessee Titans John Murphy TE 
the second. He went to Bobby Newcombe WB 
Detroit as the 19th pick of 2001 Husker Seniors Carlos Polk MLB 
the round and the 50th pick Chris Saalfeld OG 
overall. The seven Huskers Player Pos. Correll Buckhalter IB Jason Schwab OT 
drafted were the most of Dan Alexander IB Matt Davison SE Kyle Vanden Bosch RRE 
any Big 12 Conference Rod Baker SLB Clint Finley ROV Joe Walker ROV 
school. Tom Beveridge SE Eric Fischer FS Brian Wanish NT 
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Early 


LeFlore performance 
at summer camp 
impressive enough 
to convince Husker 
coaching staff 


By James Hale 


hen the NCAA forced football teams to only 

carry 85 scholarship athletes and to only 

sign a maximum of 25 players per year, the 

schools themselves knew they had to 
change how they attack the recruiting game. 

With so few scholarships to give and in some cases 
fewer than 20 to give per year, programs can’t afford to 
make a mistake, If a team misses on a player or two today, 
they don’t have the depth to make it up at all positions. 
Today, a mistake in recruiting on a player who totally 
washes out of a program could mean the difference in 
your team playing in a major or minor bowl. 

Another amazing dynamic is that teams can’t afford to 
wait to offer a scholarship if they are certain that athlete 
is the player they want. So, scouting reports are now 
developed on sophomores, camps are scrutinized more 
than ever, and coaches have to roll the dice and pull the 
trigger on athletes before they are comfortable. 

If a team likes an athlete before his junior year and 
there is a consensus among the staff that the upside on 
that athlete projects out to a Division 1 player good 
enough for that program, nowadays a scholarship offer is 
tendered. 

Last summer, the Cornhuskers offered quarterback 
Mike McLaughlin of Omaha (Millard North), Neb., just a 
few days after they closed on their 2000 recruiting class. 
McLaughlin had just finished his junior year, when he 
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Nebraska Commitments for 2002 


Player, hometown (high school) 
Mark LeFlore, Omaha (Central) 


accepted the Huskers’ offer. 

Right in the middle of the 2001 recruiting season, 
word got out that the Huskers had gone a step further in 
offering underclassman. The Huskers offered and 
received a commitment from sophomore wide receiver 
Mark LeFlore (6-foot and 184 pounds, with 4.4 speed in 
the 40-yard dash) of Omaha Central High School, who 
had split time his sophomore year and finished the year 
with only 12 catches to his credit. 

So, what was it about LeFLore that forced Nebraska’s 
hand on a part-time receiver? It’s Nebraska’s unique way 
in recruiting in the first place — the Huskers’ tried and 
true belief in their own evaluating ability and testing at 
their camps. If an athlete goes to the Nebraska camp and 
tests well, works hard and plays well, Nebraska is one 
program that is not afraid to offer a scholarship. 

“l had mixed emotions about the early offer, but I 
wasn’t shocked by it,” said Omaha Central Coach Joe 
McMenamin. “I have worked the Nebraska camp for a 
number of years, and I know exactly how their coaches 
work and think. 

“Tf they are impressed with an athlete at their camp, 
they will at least start following that athlete. If they 
already know his history and already have film on him, 
then there is a good chance they will offer him, if he fits 
their physical profile for the position the athlete plays.” 

McMenamin said he knew before LeFlore went to the 
camp that he was going to test well. 

“He had just completed a great track season and was 
in tremendous shape,” McMenamin said. “He is a great 
athlete, and J knew that his athletic ability fit the athletic 
test at Nebraska very well. 

“I told his dad to look out, that he was going to have 
a great camp, and if I was guessing right, [ thought 
Nebraska would offer him. After watching Mark at the 
camp, it didn’t surprise me. He had one of the most 


Ht. Wt. Pos. 
6-0 184 WR 


impressive individual camps ever 
seen at Nebraska, and they didn’t 
hesitate to offer.” 

LeFlore was so outstanding that 
he became only the third athlete to 
score more than 2,000 points on the 
famed Nebraska agility test, follow- 
ing in the footsteps of Ahman Green 
and Wilson Thomas. That test 
changed the athletic fortunes for 
LeFlore. 

“T knew that I was going to do 
well, but I didn’t have any idea that I 
would score as well as a I did,” 
LeFlore said. “Before I went to that 
camp, | thought basketball was 
going to be my sport. However, | 
grew up a Nebraska football fan 
when my dad took me to all the 
games. My dad is Nebraska’s biggest 
fan, so he was pretty excited when he 
heard that Nebraska has offered me 
a scholarship. When they did offer 
me, we both wondered ‘why should 
we wail?’ 

“T went to the camp just to have 
some fun, but when the opportunity 
to play football at Nebraska present- 
ed itself, | wasn’t going to turn it 
down.” 

Last season, LeFlore began to 
show that Nebraska had made the 
right decision. Central switched to 
the one-back offensive set from their 
traditional I-formation to take better 
advantage of LeFlore’s skill. He 
responded by catching 42 passes for 
736 yards and 10 touchdowns. 

LeFlore also showed that he can 
be an excellent cornerback. He had 
three interceptions and returned one 
for a touchdowns. 

“Mark reminds me of the great 
Lynn Swann who played wide 
receiver for USC and the Pittsburgh 
Steelers during the early and late 
70s,” McMenamin said. “Mark has 
the ability to go up for a ball, with his 
great vertical jump, just like Swann 
could. Mark had at least eight high- 
light type receptions this past year 
just because he could jump and catch 
the ball. 

“Mark is fast, has good hands and 
is working to become a complete 
receiver. He is easy to coach, and he 
is starved for information. Mark is 
always wanting to learn, and he has 
some great athletic ability to apply 
everything he learns.” 

Most high school recruits don’t 


know where they are going to school 
until before their senior year of foot- 
ball is complete. Most wait until after 
their senior season before making a 
decision, so that the recruiting 
process doesn’t effect their play. 
However, LeFlore had already com- 
mitted before the start of his junior 
year, so that he could concentrate on 
his high school career, instead of 
recruiting. 

“Committing to Nebraska so early 
did not affect my high school career 
at all,” LeFlore said. “I don’t think 
about it when I play. Sure, I realize 
that I already have a big decision 
behind me and that I am very fortu- 
nate to have that decision already 
made for me, but when I play with 
friends and teammates, going to 
Nebraska is the furthest thing from 
my mind, 

“All | want to do this year is lead 
Central to a state championship, 
which is something we haven't done 
since 1984. My total concentration is 
on winning that state title, enjoying 
high school and having fun, which is 
exactly what I should be doing my 
senior year in high school.” 


AWHOLE NEW . 
® 


Lil’ Red's 
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While LeFlore has made his deci- 
sion, Nebraska will continue to try to 
get other targets to join him in the 
2002 recruiting class. 

— The Huskers may be the early 
leader on a player many consider the 
top defensive tackle in the country. 

Marco Martin (6-4, 305, 4.67) of 
Mesquite, Texas, is a man among 
boys in most high school games. A 
three-year starter, Martin made more 
than 100 tackles this past year. He 
can bench 365 pounds and squat 610 
pounds, and he said he is looking to 
leave the state of Texas. 

“T don’t think [am going to stay in 
Texas after this year,” Martin said. “I 
went to the Tennessee camp last 
summer and had a great time. | am 
also looking at Nebraska and Florida 
State, and [ really like how Nebraska 
plays defense. I think Miami will be 
in the picture as well. | am going to 
consider Texas and Texas A&M, but I 
really don’t think I want to stay in 
the state.” 

It’s early in the recruiting season, 
but as the LeFlore case illustrates, it’s 
never too early to land a prized 
recruit anymore. 
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Want to give more during the game? You can find more power, 
speed and agility at TrainingforSport.com. A personalized set 
of drills based upon your current athletic ability can be your 
on-field advantage. It’s simple math. 
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Game Results 


2000 — Oklahoma 27, Kansas St. 24 
1999 — Nebraska 22, Texas 6 

1998 — Texas A&M 36, Kansas St. 33 
1997 — Nebraska 54, Texas A&M 15 
1996 — Texas 37, Nebraska 27 
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Survivors of 


2001 


Big 12 wars 
will meet in 
Texas Stadium 
By Mike Babcock 
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vowouoqul suods owoyorE 


efending national 
champion Oklahoma 
took advantage of the 

underdog’s role. 
The Sooners, ranked 
19th in the Associated 
Press 2000 pre-season poll, were 
underdogs against Kansas State. 
They were underdogs against Texas. 
They were underdogs against 
Nebraska. And they were under- 
dogs in the Orange Bowl game; 
Florida State was a 10 1/2-point 

favorite. 

“We've been underestimated the 
whole season,” rover Roy Williams 
was quoted before Oklahoma’s 13-2 


Bob Stoops (right) 
and Oklahoma 
face a huge chal- 
lenge as the 
defending Big 12 
Conference and 
national champi- 
on. The Sooners 
return several key 
players, including 
linebacker Rocky 
Calmus (left), as 
they make a run 
for the Dec. 1, 
2001, Big 12 title 
game at Texas 
Stadium (above). 


December 
Destination 


AH ep ar ke es | 
OE a! Page AB 


victory in Miami. “We're used to it. 
We're not worried about it. It’s moti- 
vation.” 

The Sooners, looking to win back- 
to-back national championships for 
a third time in school history, won’t 
be able to use it as motivation on the 
heels of their 13-0 title run — at least 
not until they play archrival Texas 
on Oct. 6. The Longhorns, with 17 
returning starters and apparently a 
clear-cut starting quarterback in 
Chris Simms, also are talking seri- 
ously of winning a national champi- 
onship. 

Nebraska is, too, though that’s 
the case nearly every season. 


Oklahoma must play at Lincoln 
in late October, and a lot can happen 
before then. But Coach Bob Stoops’ 
third team might find itself an 
underdog against the Cornhuskers 
as well. 

Whether favored or not, if 
Oklahoma hopes to repeat as 
national champion, it first must 
repeat as Big 12 champion, some- 
thing that has yet to happen in the 
conference’s brief existence. And to 
repeat as Big 12 champs, the 
Sooners first must get to the confer- 
ence playoff at Irving, Texas, on 
Dec. 1. 


Texas Sports Information 


Two of the most talented teams in the Big 12 would appear to be Colorado, coached 
by Gary Barnett (left) and Texas, coached by Mack Brown (above). The Buffaloes are 
coming off a disappointing 3-8 season, while the Longhorns finished 9-3. 


That will be no small task given 
their schedule, which includes what 
figure to be the two best teams in 
the Big 12’s north division. They 
open conference play against 
Kansas State on Sept. 29 and a 
month later play at Nebraska. 
Texas, on the other hand, doesn’t 
play either during the regular sea- 
son. 

The Longhorns’ toughest interdi- 
visional opponent looks to be 
Colorado, in Austin. 

Even so, the Texas-Oklahoma 
showdown will go a long way 
toward determining the south divi- 


sion’s representative in the Big 12 
Championship Game at Texas 
Stadium. And the Nebraska-Kansas 
State game at Lincoln on Nov. 10 
probably will determine the north’s 
representative. 

Colorado has the talent to reach 
the conference playoff for the first 
time. But the health of some key 
players, including talented tailback 
Marcus Houston, is a concern. 

Plus, the Buffaloes must play at 
Kansas State as well as at Texas 
before finishing at home against 
Nebraska, which has won the last 
five games between the teams by a 
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Dan McCarney and the lowa State Cyclones must avoid a let- 
down after the second nine-victory season in school history. 


combined 15 points. 

The Cornhuskers have what 
should be a healthy Eric Crouch at 
quarterback, a typically strong 
offensive line built around guard 
Toniu Fonoti and tackle Dave Volk 
and an improved defense, featuring 
cornerback Keyuo Craver, safety 
Dion Booker and tackle Jeremy 
Slechta. What they don’t have is a 
lot of experience at some critical 
positions, including I-back and 
middle linebacker. 

Kansas State, which had the 
nation’s fourth-ranked defense last 
season, must rebuild it around just 
three returning starters: linebackers 
Ben Leber and Terry Pierce and 
safety Jon McGraw. Offensively, 
tailback Josh Scobey is back, as is 
wide receiver Aaron Lockett, who 
can break open games with his kick 
returns as well. But the Wildcats 
need to settle on a quarterback. 

Colorado has a proven quarter- 
back in sophomore Craig Ochs, 
solid running backs and receivers 
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surrounding him and a line that 
includes guard Andre Gurode and 
tackle Victor Rogers to protect him. 
The Buffaloes also have an 
improved defense, featuring line- 
backer Jashon Sykes and _ safety 
Michael Lewis. But they need to 


Les Miles 


Gary Pinkel 


New Coaches 


Missouri — Gary Pinkel 
(Toledo head coach) 


Oklahoma State — Les 
Miles (Dallas Cowboys 
assistant) 


Bill Snyder's Kansas State Wildcats return just three starters 
from last year’s highly ranked defense. 


avoid injuries, which have plagued 
them, and regain a winning mind- 
set. 

Oklahoma and Texas ranked in 
the top 10 nationally in both total 
offense and total defense last sea- 
son; the only other team to do so 
was Florida State. And most of their 
players return. 

Oklahoma will have a new quar- 
terback, probably Nate Hybl, throw- 
ing to the same talented receivers. 
Antwone Savage, Curtis Fagan, 
Andre Woolfolk, Josh Norman and 
Damian Mackey are all back, as are 
tight end Trent Smith and F-Back 
Quentin Griffin. And the Sooners 
shouldn't have a big dropoff defen- 
sively, either, with the return of 
Williams and linebacker Rocky 
Calmus. 

Texas again has two proven quar- 
terbacks in Chris Simms and Major 
Applewhite. The difference is, 
Coach Mack Brown appears to have 
settled on Simms as his starter, a 
decision that should give the 


Scott Bruhn 


Frank Solich (left) will attempt to get Nebraska back to the Big 12 title game for the fourth time, while former Husker assistant 
Kevin Steele (right) continues to rebuild at Baylor. 


Longhorns some offensive stability. 
Simms will operate behind an offen- 
sive line anchored by tackle Mike 
Williams and throw to a group of 
receivers led by potential superstar 
Roy Williams. The defense is built 
around cornerback Quentin 
Jammer, linebacker D.D. Lewis and 
end Cory Redding. 

There probably isn’t a Colorado- 
quality challenger to Oklahoma and 
Texas in the south division. Texas 
Tech might have an edge on Texas 
A&M for the third spot if for no 
other reason than the Aggies must 
play at Colorado, Kansas State and 
Oklahoma as well as at Lubbock. 

Tech and A&M both have experi- 
enced quarterbacks, who have 
shown the ability to air it out. The 
Red Raiders’ slender __ Kliff 
Kingsbury led the conference, 
throwing for 3,418 yards and 21 
touchdowns, while the Aggies’ 


Mark Farris passed for a school sin- 
gle-season record 2,551 yards and 
10 scores. 

Oklahoma State has a new head 
coach in Les Miles, who showed the 
importance of assistants by taking 
less money for himself so that his 
staff could be paid more than $1 
million. That investment might take 
some time to pay off, however. The 
Cowboys don’t have an abundance 
of talent. 

Even though Baylor will be hard- 
pressed to escape the south divi- 
sion’s cellar, the Bears should be 
improved after a season in which 
they ranked at or near the bottom of 
the conference — and the nation, for 
that matter — in just about every 
major statistical category, offensive- 
ly and defensively. 

After the euphoria of only the 
second nine-victory season in 
school history and a bowl trip and 


victory, lowa State will come back to 
the harsh reality of an also-ran, 
while Kansas Coach Terry Allen 
feels make-or-break pressure and 
Missouri has the enthusiasm of new 
Coach Gary Pinkel. 

The lower-division teams in both 
the north and the south can take 
some hope from Oklahoma’s turn- 
around, which occurred in just three 
seasons. In 1998, the Sooners were 5- 
6. In 1999, Stoops’ first season as 
coach, they were 7-5. And in 2000, 
they were 13-0 and national champi- 
ons. 

Stoops accepts the pressure of his 
program’s success. “I’ve said for two 
years that I wanted expectations to 
rise, that we should be expected to 
win and compete for champi- 
onships,” he said after the Orange 
Bowl victory. “I welcome that, and 
certainly that’s what we’re going to 
push for every year.” @ 
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North Division 
Kansas State 
Nebraska 

lowa State 
Colorado 
Kansas 
Missouri 

South Division 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

Texas A&M 
Texas Tech 
Oklahoma State 
Baylor 


| CRUSHING OFFENSE 


. Nebraska 
lowa State 


Kansas 
Missouri 

. Texas A&M 
Texas 

9. Oklahoma 
. Colorado 

. Baylor 

. Texas Tech 
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PASSING OFFENSE 
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1. Nebraska 

2. Texas 

3. Oklahoma 
4. lowa State 


- Texas A&M 
Texas Tech 
Colorado 


. Missouri 
. Kansas 
. Baylor 
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SCORING OFFENSE 
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. Kansas State 
Oklahoma St. 


. Kansas State 


Oklahoma St. 


G 

1. NU 11 

2. KSU 13 

3. OU 12 

4. UT 11 

5. A&M 11 

6. ISU 11 

7. TT 12 

3. KU 11 

9. MU 11 

10. CU 11 
11. OSU 11 
12. BAY 11 
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FINAL STANDINGS 


AT 
614 
450 
397 
368 
355 
342 


PTS 
456 
514 
468 
425 
307 
306 
303 
261 
255 
252 
202 
139 


CONFERENCE 
PCT. PF PA WwW 
750 278 186 11 
750 338 163 10 
625 220 242 9 
375 200 222 3 
250 179 308 4 
.250 186 253 3 
1.000 299 133 13 
875 301 160 9 
625 201 152 7 
375 202 212 7 
125 137 249 3 
000 83 343 2 


791 
719 


AVG TD 


41.5 
39.5 
39.0 
38.6 
27.9 
27.8 
25.2 
23.7 
23.2 
22.9 
18.4 
12.6 


YDS 
3842 
2299 
2575 
1776 
1731 
1696 
1610 
1600 
1615 
1342 

802 
797 


YDS 
5069 
4825 
5151 
4669 
5330 
4198 
4351 
4198 
3960 
3861 
3754 
2440 


OBDAMNwWo DAnIOwWNWwW re 


OVERALL 
PCT, PF PA 
769 514 240 
818 456 213 
750 304 293 
273 252 284 
364 261 359 
273 255 348 
1.000 468 192 
750 425 197 
636 307 196 
583 303 238 
273, 202 303 
182, 139 397 


POSTSEASON ACTION 


Big 12 Championship Game 
Oklahoma 27, Kansas State 24 


Galleryfurniture.com Bowl 
East Carolina 40, Texas Tech 27 
Insight.com Bowl 
lowa State 37, Pittsburgh 29 
Holiday Bowl 


Oregon 35, Texas 30 
Alamo Bowl 
Nebraska 66, Northwestern 17 


Orange Bowl 


Independence Bowl 


Mississippi State 43, Texas A&M 41 
Cotton Bowl 
Kansas State 35, Tennessee 21 


Oklahoma 13, Florida State 2 


TEAM STATISTICS 


S 
VNVWWHOWWWPATaDS 
Arwwownnu4WNo 


YDS YPA TD 
3554 58 21 
3536 7.9 22 
3225 8.1 26 
2640 7.2 13 
2588 7.3 10 
2370 69 9 
2755 82 19 
2184 62 9 
2165 65 12 
2023 63 10 
1638 46 10 
1217) 7.111 
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YPG 
296.2 
294,7 
293.2 
240.0 
235.3 
215.5 
211.9 
198.5 
196.8 
183.9 
148.9 
110.6 


OO H$NO—-00—-=]NO 


. Texas 


Texas A&M 
Oklahoma 
Nebraska 


. Texas Tech 
Missouri 

. Colorado 

. lowa State 
. Kansas 

. Baylor 


OONOTARWN 


. Kansas State 


Oklahoma St. 


479 
472 
484 
491 
474 


YDS 
1027 
1276 
1169 
1298 
1251 
1395 
1879 
1803 
1926 
2159 
2178 
2299 


2 


PPP PWOWWWWWNHND 
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YPG 
93.4 
98.2 

106.3 

108.2 

113.7 

126.8 

156.6 

150.3 

175.1 

196.3 

198.0 

209.0 


PASS EFFICIENCY DEFENSE 


. Texas 
- Oklahoma 


. Nebraska 
. Texas Tech 
Texas A&M 
. lowa State 
Missouri 


. Kansas 
. Baylor 
- Colorado 
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Texas 
Oklahoma 
Texas Tech 
. Texas A&M 
Nebraska 
Missouri 


ORNATAWNa 


Kansas 
10.lowa State 
11.Colorado 
12.Baylor 


. Kansas State 


Oklahoma St. 


. Kansas State 


- Oklahoma St. 


G ATT CMP YDS TD INT 
11 378 171 2027 8 #17 
12 397 196 2049 S$. 22 
13 399 204 2241 8 20 
11 393. 179 2291 10 #14 
12 343. 177 «+1969 a 45 
11 366 194 2369 13° «18 
11 331 163 2308 15 10 
11 311 164 2287 15 14 
11 404 229 2783 20 10 
11 299 173 2229 2)” 74 
11 348 198 2556 7 9 
11 350 208 2717 7 «411 
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822 
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> 
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PTS 
88.3 
89,1 
94.9 
95.8 
97.8 

109.3 

116.7 


SCORING DEFENSE 


G PTS 
1. OU 12 192 
2. A&M 11. «196 
3. UT 11 «197 
4. KSU 13° 240 
5. NU 11. (213 
6. TT 12 238 
7. cu 11 284 
8. ISU 11-293 
9. OSU 11 +303 
10. MU 11 +348 
11. KU 11. «359 
12. BAY 11. «397 


TD KXP 2XP ie SF 
25 22 1 0 
23 19 2 " 1 
26 24 0 5 0 
29 26 1 12 1 
26 22 1 11 0 
30 26 1 10 0 
34 26 2 16 1 
38 30 1 11 0 
39 31 0 1 ‘2 1 
47 37 3 7 1 
46 44 0 13 0 
52 47 1 12 0 


INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 


| CC RUSHING RECEIVING YARDS PER GAME 


Player, School, Class G atT 
1. Ennis Haywood, |SU, Jr. 10 229 
2. Dan Alexander, NU, Sr. 11 181 
3. Hodges Mitchell, UT, Sr. 1 224 
4. Reggie White, OSU, Jr. an) 210 
5. Eric Crouch, NU, Jr. 11 170 
6. Correll Buckhalter, NU, Sr. VW 106 
7. Quentin Griffin, OU, So. 12 189 
8. David Winbush, KU, Sr. 2 163 
9. Zain Gilmore, MU, Jr VW 139 
10. Zack Abron, MU, Fr, 9 140 

11. Josh Scobey, KSU, Jr. 13 169 
12. Darrell Bush, BAY, Sr. 11 133 


vos 
1237 
1152 
1118 
1049 
973 
750 
783 
701 
632 
502 
718 
517 


avG TD 
5.4 8 
6.4 8 
5.0 8 
5.0 4 
57 20 
7.1 7 
4.1 16 
4,3 5 
4.5 7 
3.6 5 
4.2 16 
3.9 2 


(Min. Five Attempts Per SIN RATING 


yYDS TD 


Player, School, Class G AT cP 
1. Chris Simms, UT, So 11°#«4117——O«#67 
2. Josh Heupel, OU, Sr. 12 433 280 
3. Major Applewhite, UT, Jr. 9 279 152 
4. Jonathan Beasley, KSU,Sr 13 313 156 
5. Mark Farris, A&M, So. 11 347 208 
6. Eric Crouch, NU, Jr 11 #186 «75 
7. Kliff Kingsbury, TT, So. 12 585 362 
8. Sage Rosenfels, |SU, Sr 11 333° «172 
9. Aso Pogi, OSU, Fr. 10 247 139 

10, Dylen Smith, KU, Sr. 11 306 140 

11. Darius Outlaw, MU, Fr. 10 225 105 


RECEPTIONS PER GAME 


PCT 
57.3 
64.7 
54.5 
49.8 
59.9 
48.1 
61.9 
51.7 
56.3 
45.8 
46.7 


Player, School, Class G REC yDS 
1. Robert Ferguson, A&M, Jr. 10 58 885 
2. Tim Baker, TT, Sr. 12 69 765 
3. Quincy Morgan, KSU, Sr. 13 64 1166 
4. J.J. Moses, |SU, Sr. W 53 775 
5. Harrison Hill, KU, Jr. 10 47 591 
6. Derek Dorris, TT, Sr, 12 56 574 
7. Javon Green, CU, Sr. 1 48 699 
7. John Minardi, CU, Jr. 11 48 592 
9. Ricky Williams, TT, Sr. 12 52 228 
10, Justin Gage, MU, So. 11 44 709 
10. Antwone Savage, OU, So. 12 48 598 
10. Shaud Williams, TT, So. 12 48 299 


ALL-PURPOSE RUNNERS 


Player, School, Class G RUN REC 
1. Hodges Mitchell, UT, Sr 11°#1118 «#386 
2. Ennis Haywood, ISU, Jr. 10 1237) (211 
3. J.J. Moses, ISU, Sr, 11. #153 775 
4. Aaron Lockett, KSU, Jr. 13 62 584 
5. Reggie White, OSU, Jr. 11.1049 «123 
6. Dan Alexander, NU, Sr. 11 1152 7 
7. David Winbush, KU, Sr. 11 701 268 
8. Quincy Morgan, KSU, Sr 13 11 1166 
9. Quentin Griffin, OU, So. 12 783 406 
10.Wes Walker, TT, Fr. 12 72 #=4334 
11.Eric Crouch, NU, Jr. 11 «973 0 
12.J.T. Thatcher, OU, Sr. 12 0 0 


2000 FIRST- 


PR 
427 

0 
226 
501 


v7 
12 
1 
11 
16 


1060 
3392 
2164 
2636 
2551 
1101 
3418 
2298 
1850 
1963 
1391 


8 
20 
18 
17 
10 
11 
21 

8 


10 


VPG Player, School, Class G REC YDS TD YPG CPG 
123.7 vec 
104.7 1. Quincy Morgan, KSU, Sr 13. «64 ~=«+1166 14 89.7 49 18.2 
101.6 2. Robert Ferguson, A&M, Jr. 10 58 885 6 88.5 58 15.8 
95.4 3. Roy Williams, UT, Fr. 10 40 809 «8 80.9 4.0 20.2 
88.5 4. J.J. Moses, ISU, Sr. 1 645620«777—~—é=«‘“K 70.6 47 14.9 
68.2 5. Justin Gage, MU, So, 17 44 «+709 = 5 64.5 4.0 16.1 
65.2 6. Tim Baker, TT, Sr. 12 69 765 7 63.8 BY 422 
63.7 7. Javon Green, CU., Sr. 17. «48 699 4 63.6 4.4 14.6 
57.5 8. B.J. Johnson, UT, Sr. 7«641°~«O«698 3 63.5 3.7 17.0 
55.8 9. Harrison Hill, KU, Jr. 10 47 591 1 59.1 47 12.6 
§5.2 10. Reggie Newhouse, BAY,So.11 40 629 4 57.2 3.6 15.7 
47.0 11. Antwone Savage,OU,So 12 48 598 3 49.8 4.0 12.5 
12. John Minardi, CU, Jr. 11 «48 592 2 53.8 44 12.3 
PTS Player, School, Class G PLAYS RUSH PASS TOTAL YPG 
144.0 1. Josh Heupel, OU, Sr. 12 503 144 3392 3536 294.7 
139.2 2. Kliff Kingsbury, TT, So 12 663 19 3418 3437 286.4 
135.9 3. Sage Rosenfels, |SU, Sr. "1 411 381 «2298 «=. 2679S: 243.5 
132.1 4. Mark Farris, A&M, So. ” 407. 116 «2551-2667. 242.5 
126.0 5. Jonathon Beasley, KSU, Sr. 13 462 499 2636 3135 241.2 
121.7 6. Major Applewhite, UT, Jr. 9 307 --73-«- 2164 «=. 2091S 252.3 
117.0 7. Dylen Smith, KU, Sr 1 431 371 1963 2334 212.2 
110.3 8. Eric Crouch, NU, Jr "1 326 973 1101 2074 188.5 
108.1 9. Aso Pogi, OSU, Fr. 10 332 159 1550 1709 170.9 
103.2 10. Darius Outlaw, MU, Fr. 10 335 259 1391 1650 165.0 
97.6 11. Ennis Haywood, ISU, Jr. 10 230 1237 11 -1248-(124.8 
12. Dan Alexander, NU, Sr. 11 181 + =1152 0 1152 104.7 


To RPG yec 
6 5.8 16.3 
7 5.8 W4 Player, School, Class 
4 4.9 18.2 1. Eric Crouch, NU, Jr. 
4 48 14.6 2. Kris Stockton, UT, Sr. 
) 47 12.6 3. Jamie Rheem, KSU, Sr. 
9 47 10.2 4. Tim Duncan, OU, Jr. 
4 44 14.6 5. Quentin Griffin, OU, So. 
2 44 12.3 6. Jonathon Beasley, KSU, Sr. 
9 43 44 7. Ja‘Mar Toombs, A&M, Jr. 
4 4.0 16.1 8. Josh Scobey, KSU, Jr. 
3 4.0 12.5 9. Terence Kitchens, A&M, Sr. 
0 4.0 6.2 10. Josh Brown, NU, So. 
11. Quincy Morgan, KSU, Sr. 
12. Hodges Mitchell, UT, Sr. 
KO YDS YPG 
0 1931 175.5 
0 1448 144.8 
291 1445 131.4 Player, School, Class 
312 1459 112.2 1, J.T. Thatcher, OU, Sr. 
0 1172 106.5 2. Jerametrius Butler, KSU, Jr. 
0 1169 106.3 3. Troy Watchorn, NU, Sr. 
196 1165 105.9 4. Antoine Duncan, MU, Fr. 
160 1337 102.8 4. Terrance Kiel, A&M, So. 
0 1189 99.1 6. Dyshod Carter, KSU, Sr. 
306 1065 88.8 7. Greg Brown, UT, Sr. 
0 973 88.5 7. Sammy Davis, A&M, So. 
264 863 71.9 9. Twelve players tied with .30 


G 
12 
13 
W 
10 
10 
13 
1 
11 


(Selections were unanimous Big 12 Coaches and Associated Press unless noted /2001 returners in bold/2000 classification shown) 


WR Quincy Morgan, Sr., Kansas State 


WR_ Robert Ferguson, 
TE 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
QB 
RB 
RB 
RB 
PK 
PR 


Dominic Raiola, Jr., Nebraska 
Leonard Davis, Sr., Texas 
Seth McKinney, J 


Bd 


Ben Bruns, Sr., lowa State, AP 


Josh Heupel, Sr., Oklahoma 
Hodges Mitchell, Sr., Texas 


Dan Alexander, Sr., Nebraska, C 
Jamie Rheem, Sr., Kansas State 


Texas A&M 
Tracey Wistrom, Jr., Nebraska 


Russ Hochstein, Sr., Nebraska, AP 
Frank Romero, Jr., Oklahoma, AP 


Ennis Haywood, Jr., lowa State 


Aaron Lockett, Jr., Kansas State 


Texas A&M, C 
Andre Gurode, Jr., Colorado, C 
Randall Cummins, Sr., Kansas State, C 


DEFENSE 
Jason Glenn, Sr., Texas A&M 
Justin Smith, Jr., Missouri 
Monty Beisel, Sr., Kansas State, AP 
Mario Fatafehi, Sr., Kansas State 
Casey Hampton, Sr., Texas 
Ryan Fisher, Sr. Oklahoma, C 
Rocky Calmus, Jr., Oklahoma 
Carlos Polk, Sr., Nebraska 
Torrance Marshall, Sr., Oklahoma, AP 
Roy Williams, So., Oklahoma 
J.T. Thatcher, Sr., Oklahoma 
Jerametrius Butler, Jr, Kansas St., C 
Quentin Jammer, Jr., Texas, C 
Gary Baxter, Sr., Baylor, AP 
Kevin Curtis, Jr., Texas Tech, AP 
Dan Hadenfeldt, Sr., Nebraska, C 
Jeff Ferguson, Jr., Oklahoma, AP 


TT) xP FG PTS 
20 0 0 120 10.9 
0 41 22 107 9.7 
0 49 7 100 8.3 
0 49 7 100 8.2 
16 0 0 96 8.0 
7 1 0 104 8.0 
14 0 0 84 7.6 
16 40 0 96 74 
0 34 15 79 7.2 
0. 60 5 75 6.8 
14 0 0 84 6.5 
iM] 2 0 70 6.4 


INTERCEPTIONS 


no vos To IPG 
8 162 1 67 
6 47 0 46 
5 64 1 45 
4 3 0 -40 
4 0 0 -40 
5 11 0. .38 
4 28 1 36 
4 25 0 36 


SPECIALTY HONORS 


Coach of the Vear 
Bob Stoops, 
Oklahoma 
Offensive 
Player of the Year 
Josh Heupel, Oklahoma 
Defensive 
Player of the Year 
Casey Hampton, Texas 
Offensive 
Newcomer of the Year 
Robert Ferguson, Texas A&M 
Defensive 
Newcomer of the Vear 
Derrick Yates, Kansas State 
Offensive 
Freshman of the Year 
Roy Williams, Oklahoma 
Defensive 
Freshman of the Year 
Terry Pierce, Kansas State 
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Colorado lowa State 
Fresno St.* 


Colo. St. (Denver) 


San Jose St. No. lowa 


@ Washington St. lowa 
@ Ohio 


Baylor 


Kansas 


@ Kansas St. @ Nebraska 


@ Missouri 
Oklahoma St. 


Texas A&M 
@ Texas 


@ Oklahoma St. @ Texas A&M 


Missouri Kansas St. 


@ lowa St. Colorado 


@ Kansas 
Nebraska***** 


SW Missouri 


UCLA @ USC 


Wyoming La. Tech 


@ Colorado 


@ Oklahoma 


@ Texas Tech Colorado 


Oklahoma 


Missouri Texas A&M 


@ Kansas St. Kansas 


Nebraska 
@ Texas 


@ lowa St. 
@ Nebraska 


lowa St. Missouri 


Kansas State 


@ Texas Tech 


Bowling Green 


SW Texas 


@ Michigan St. 


New Mexico St. 


Nebraska 
@ Oklahoma St. 
lowa St. 
@ Kansas 
Texas 
@ Colorado 
Baylor 
@ Kansas St. 


2001 BIG 12 SCHEDULES 


‘Se 


N. Carolina*** 


@ Air Force 


Arkansas St. North Texas 


@ Minnesota Tulsa 


New Mexico @ 
@ lowa St. Kansas St. 


@ Texas A&M Texas (Dallas) 


Nebraska @ Kansas 


@ Oklahoma Baylor 


Texas Tech @ Nebraska 


Texas 


@ Missouri Texas A&M 


Oklahoma St. @ Texas Tech @ 


Oklahoma St. 
“Jim Thorpe Classic, Sunday, Aug. 26 **Pigskin Classic *** Hispanic Student 
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Oklahoma Oklahoma St. 


@ So. Mississippi 


Texas 


New Mexico St. 


NV J s 
Nebraska 
TCU 
Troy State 


Notre Dame 


Rice 


@ Missouri 
lowa St. 
@ Baylor 

Texas Tech 
Oklahoma 
@ Kansas 


Kansas St. 


@ Colorado***** 


, € 
Texas ASM ohn 


New Mexico 


@ N. Texas (Irving) 


@ Texas 


Kansas 


Kansas St. 
@ Nebraska 
@ Baylor 
Texas A&M 


@ Oklahoma St. 


Oklahoma 


McNeese St. 
La. Tech North Carolina @Wyoming**** 
No. Arizona 
Texas A&M @ Houston Oklahoma St. 
Texas Tech Notre Dame 
Missouri Oklahoma (Dallas) Baylor 
Texas @ Oklahoma St. @ Colorado 
@ lowa St. Colorado @ Kansas St. 
Colorado @ Missouri lowa St. 
@ Baylor @ Texas Tech 
Texas Tech Kansas @ Oklahoma 
Baylor 
@ Oklahoma @ Texas A&M*****  Texas***** 
Scholarship Fund Game ****Thursday, Sept. 6 *****F riday, Nov, 23 


= . > > . 
nusker gear 


with attitude 


NU-1 THROUGH NU-7 AVAILABLE IN 
MED-XL, XXL, XXXL 


NU1, NU2, NU-8 THROUGH NU-10 
AVAILABLE IN 


2-4, 6-8, 10-12 


Gott 
(2 Sided) 


NU-8 THROUGH NU-10 AVAILABLE IN 


2T, 3T, 4T 


ive (0? 


rdays 


$14.00 each or 2 for $25.00 
XXL'S add $3 each * XXXL’s add $4 each 


$25.00 each or 2 for $45.00 
XXL’S add $4 each « XXXL’s add $5 each 
YOUTH TEES: $9.95 EACH 
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
$3.00 first item 
$1.50 each additional item 


Orders over $100 
receive 


CALL TODAY! 1-800-844-1804 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: www.identitiesonline.com 


AT LEAST THREE POSITIONS OPENED UP on the Huskers Illustrated 2001 
All-Big 12 team because of those who left school early for the NFL. Nebraska 
center Dominic Raiola, Missouri defensive end Justin Smith and Texas A&M 
wide receiver Robert Ferguson would have been included. 

Cornhusker cornerback Keyuo Craver, Colorado linebacker Jashon Sykes 
and Texas defensive back Quentin Jammer were among Big 12 underclass- 
men who considered moving on. 

Sykes and Jammer might have been more serious than Craver, who held 
true to a commitment he made to his mom when he came to Nebraska that 
he would finish a degree before leaving. @ 


BIGHE REA BOON  ¥ 
bof 


Simms wins starting job. 
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OFFENSE 
Pos. Player Ht. Wt. . School 
WR_ Roy Williams 6-5 210 . Texas 
WR_ Antwone Savage 6-1 190 . Oklahoma 
TE Tracey Wistrom 6-5 240 : Nebraska 
OL Andre Gurode 6-4 320 : Colorado 
OL Seth McKinney 6-3 290 . Texas A&M 
OL Toniu Fonoti 6-4 340 : Nebraska 
OL Frank Romero 6-4 286 ; Oklahoma 
OL Mike Williams 6-6 339 . Texas 
OB Eric Crouch 6-1 200 : Nebraska 
RB Ennis Haywood 5-11 206 . lowa State 
RB Quentin Griffin 5-6 187 2 Oklahoma 
PK Tim Duncan 6-2 198 ; Oklahoma 
KR Victor Ike 5-11 195 : Texas 


Still running with Crouch. 
Rising young star in Ochs. 
Kingsbury rewrites records. 
Farris proven prolific passer. 
Hybl, or maybe White. 

Farmer frustrated Huskers. 

Pogi shoulders the load. 

Might have another Bishop. 
Transfer Wallace could surprise. 
Cicero returns, healthy. 
Starting competition continues. 


DEFENSIVE LINE 


DEFENSE 
Nate Dwyer 6-3 300 : Kansas 
Ty Warren 6-4 294 . Texas A&M 
Justin Bannan 6-3 295 . Colorado 
Cory Redding 6-5 260 . Texas 
Rocky Calmus 6-3 234 . Oklahoma 
Lawrence Flugence 6-1 221 . Texas Tech 
Jashon Sykes 6-3 230 . Colorado 
Roy Williams 6-0 221 . Oklahoma 
Keyuo Craver 5-10 190 . Nebraska 
Quentin Jammer 6-1 198 . Texas 
Kevin Curtis 6-3 209 . Texas Tech 
Jeff Ferguson 5-10 190 . Oklahoma 
Aaron Lockett 5-7 165 . Kansas State 


ee aE, 
Nebraska’s CHRIS KELSAY 


Solid across, end to end. 


Tubbs’ turn to take over. 
Dwyer holds his own. 
Bernard's return a key. 
Bannan best since Clavelle. 


Talented young players. 
Front must be rebuilt. 
New system could help. 
Problem with injuries. 
Smith will be missed. 
Weak against the run. 


Size remains an issue. 
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RUNNING BACK 


More than just Haywood. 
Houston’s health a concern. 
Scobey gets the job done. 
Diedrick a clearcut No. 1. 
Diminutive Griffin does it all. 


Experience for a new system. 


Big plays badly needed. 
Frosh Benson could impact. 
Bell averaged 5.1 yards. 
Only one Williams now. 
Bears unproven at tailback. 
Jayhawks must start over. 


LINEBACKER 


Calmus, Big 12's best. 
Lewis leads the way. 
Sykes back for Butkus. 
Pierce-Leber dynamic duo. 
Flugence familiar now. 
Stella’s return would help. 
Deepest defensive position. 
Gamble plugs the middle. 
Levels a tackling machine. 
Two returning starters. 
Rogers makes the plays. 
Sophomores side to side. 


RECEIVER 


Sooners loaded again. 


Williams, Johnson and more. 


Graham’s a good one. 
Gage, and lots of potential. 
* Cats go to Lockett now. 
Hill leaving his mark. 

Paige a prize transfer. 
Speedy, but unproven. 
Ferguson’s loss critical. 
Gibson's return welcome. 
None ranked in top 12. 
Immediate juco help. 


SECONDARY 


Welcome back, Jammer. 
Booker, free or strong. 
Losing Thompson hurts. 
Lewis does it all. 

Curtis stops them cold. 
Potential young stars. 
McGraw makes big plays. 
Jones is the veteran. 
Sorry, no budding Nesmith. 
Position switches help. 
Reinforcements needed. 


Newcomers at corners. 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


Fonoti, or Volk, for Outland. 
Gurode as good as it gets. 
Big, with senior foundation. 
Three starters returning. 
McKinney center of attention. 
Quarterbacks rarely sacked. 
Hayes can play either side. 
Built around White, Howard. 
Kingsbury needs protection. 
Jucos arrived for spring drills. 
Learning a new system. 
Bolstered by transfers. 


KICKING GAME 


Duncan, Ferguson again. 
Lockett breaks up games. 
McFadden replaces Stockton. 
Welker can score on punts. 
Solid in all areas. 

Coverage must improve. 
Worst field goal percentage. 
Overall a concern. 

Billups replaces Moses. 
Stiles punted 81 times. 
Punt coverage deficient. 
New kicker and punter. 
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Now, 
There's 
More... 


a 85 2001 Recruiting / 
go Recruiting a 1999 Yearhoo, 
$4.00 $8.00 2009 


Add to your collection or get an extra copy 
of these popular issues of Huskers Illustrated 


— $4.00 for recruiting issues 
and $8.00 for yearbooks linclud- 
ing shipping and handling) — 


and issues requested to: 

Huskers Illustrated 

3210 NW 3rdi St. Copies of many other issues from 1999-2001 are available 
Lincoln, NE 68521 E-mail Hieditor@aol.com to check for specific issues 
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GeABOWARTERS RS és ‘Team Shoe ___, 
a Is Here! ” 
Your headquarters for 
Husker Apparel and Gifts N N 
Always the N N 
Best Service 
Best Selection N N 
Best Prices N 3 N 
1120 P Street CLASSIC LOW-CUT CANVAS SHOE 
Lincoln, NE 68508 ONLY 229° 
Toll Free 1-888-800-7095 
AVAILABLE AT: 
. : OR ORDER DIRECTLY FROM 
Shop on-line at: Nebraska Bookstore TEAM SHOE jc. 
www.huskerheadquarters.com 1300 O Street Lincoln ONLINE AT www.teamshoe.com 


1-800-627-0047 OR PHONE 1-888-329-5155 
Locally owned & operated. 


Need Nebraska 
Football Tickets? | 


| We can help. 


IWe only buy & sell tickets at 
; an affordable price, so you ; 
. can enjoy the game as well . 

| as the post game. 
: We have tickets for all games. 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| | 
Ask about tickets for: | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


k *Lied Center + St. Louis Blues 
* Lincoln Stars + State Fair concerts 


3 Big ieee foppection 


: 

| ae SHIPPING PRICES 
| 

| 


1-402-580-0446 .- 


BigRedConnection.20m.com 


Order Online or by Phone 
Toll Free 877-827-8965 
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KANSAS STATE 


ansas State has won at least nine games during 
each of the past eight seasons, something only 
Nebraska, Florida State and Florida also have 
accomplished since 1993. 

The Wildcats have only 17 losses during that time. And 
six have been to Nebraska. 

That the losses have been “confined to Nebraska is 
almost assuring,” Coach Bill Snyder said at a media gather- 
ing sponsored by the Big 12 Conference last July in Kansas 
City. 

Snyder continued, clarify- 
ing what he meant by “assur- 
ing.” 

“I have as much respect 
for Nebraska as anyone in 
the country,” he said. “We 
have to understand that 
we're playing against a 
national championship foot- 
ball team year in and year 
out.” 

Nebraska has been 
Snyder’s nemesis, defeating 
his Wildcats in 10 of 12 
games. But ironically 
enough, Kansas State also 
has been something of a 
nemesis for Cornhusker 
Coach Frank Solich, whose 
teams have lost two of three 
games against the Wildcats 
— both of them = in 
Manhattan. 

Even so, Snyder continues 
to maintain that his program 
hasn’t reached the level of 
Nebraska's. “If you win 
enough games long enough, 
then somebody is going to 
say you are good,” he said. 
“Nebraska has been doing 
this for 34 years. I can’t put 
us in the same category with 
Nebraska.” 

Snyder’s hesitancy notwithstanding, the facts seem to 
indicate that Kansas State has become Nebraska’s equal in 
recent seasons. In fact, the Wildcats have won 11 games for 
four consecutive seasons, and only one other NCAA 
Division I-A program has done that — Florida State’s. 

Kansas State’s record during that stretch was 44-7. So 
was Nebraska’s. 

So even though Snyder is faced with having to rebuild a 
team which has just six returning starters on offense and 
three returning starters on defense, there’s no reason to 
think Kansas State won’t be a serious contender in the Big 
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les and 3.5 sacks. 
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WILDCATS 


Senior Ben Leber led Kansas State’s linebackers with 55 tack- 


12’s north division. The Wildcats will have to be reckoned 
with. 

Whether or not Kansas State can get back to the confer- 
ence championship game for a third time in the past four 
seasons, however, will depend on how well Snyder can inte- 
grate largely untested and young players into the system 
with which he has worked his miracles in Manhattan. 

One such player is sophomore quarterback Ell Roberson 
Il, who emerged atop the depth chart in competition with 
junior college transfer Marc 
Dunn during spring practice. 

Roberson drew compar- 
isons with former Kansas 
State quarterback Michael 
Bishop for his performance 
the previous spring, but saw 
only limited action as 
Jonathan Beasley’s back-up 
last season. Roberson is “in 
line to have a tremendous 
future,” Snyder said last July. 

Based on his play this 
spring, the future could be 
now. 

The 6-foot-1, 190-pound 
Roberson, who has option 
skills, capped it off by com- 
pleting 11-of-22 passes for 
176 yards in leading his team 
to a 44-6 victory in the spring 
game. 

Even so, Dunn isn’t out of 
the picture. His passing skills 
can’t be ignored. He was the 
National Junior College 
Athletic Association 
“Offensive Player of the 
Year” at Ricks, Idaho, 
College, completing 281-of- 
465 passes for 4,351 yards 
and 42 touchdowns, with 
only 17 interceptions. 

The Wildcat offense was 
more run-oriented last sea- 
son, prompting Nebraska defensive coordinator Craig Bohl 
to note, “They've really made a commitment to the running 
game.” 

That commitment depended in large measure on tailback 
Josh Scobey, whose opportunity to be the featured back 
came because of an injury to David Allen. Scobey respond- 
ed by leading the team in rushing, with 718 yards on 169 
carries (4.2), and touchdowns, with a school-record 16. 

Scobey provides “an excellent combination of power and 
speed,” said Bohl. 

The offensive line that will enable him to utilize those 


abilities includes three returning starters, all of them seniors: 
guards Andy Eby and John Robertson and tackle Thomas 
Barnett. 

Sophomore Nick Leckey, one of only two true freshmen 
to play for the Wildcats last season, is among those compet- 
ing for the other starting positions. He worked at center dur- 
ing the spring. 

Fullback Rock Cartwright also will help clear the way for 
Scobey. Cartwright, a junior college transfer who arrived at 
Kansas State just before the start of fall practice, was a pleas- 
ant surprise, starting five of the last six games. He averaged 
6 yards per carry and scored five touchdowns. 

Wide receiver Aaron Lockett, the other returning offen- 
sive starter, led the nation in punt returns last season, aver- 
aging 22.8 yards per return, and was second on the team in 

receptions, with 36 for 584 


yards and two_ touch- 
downs. He also returned 
three punts for touch- 
downs. 


With the departure of 
Quincy Morgan, Lockett 
becomes the go-to receiv- 
er. 

The Wildcats will have 
lots of new faces on 
defense, where lineback- 
ers Ben Leber and Terry 
Pierce and defensive back 
Jon McGraw are consid- 
ered the only returning 
starters. 

Linebacker Warren Lott 
also started four games in 
the middle of the season. 

Leber, a second-team all- 
conference selection, led 
the linebackers in tackles 
with 55, including 38 solo 
and 3.5 sacks, while Pierce 
came on to earn Big 12 “Defensive Freshman of the Year” 
recognition from the conference coaches. McGraw was the 
team’s second-leading tackler, with 81. 

McGraw, who can play either safety position, has proven 
himself to be a big-play defender. He made 10 tackles-for- 
loss, including two sacks, and intercepted three passes. 

The burden of replacing strong safety Jarrod Cooper 
could fall on senior Milton Proctor, while DeRon Tyler, 
DeMarcus Faggins and Terence Newman are among the 
cornerback candidates. 

The defensive losses were particularly heavy up front. 
Senior tackle Jerry Togiai played well late last season, mak- 
ing a career-high six tackles against Oklahoma in the Big 12 
title game, and sophomore Justin Montgomery saw some 
action as the season went along. But the Wildcats aren’t like- 
ly to stop opponents the way they did in 2000, when they 
ranked fourth in the nation in total defense. 

They also won't be able to count on place-kicker Jamie 
Rheem, whose successor could be Jared Brite, the only other 
true freshman (along with Leckey) Kansas State used last 
season. 

Punter Travis Brown returns, but he'll be pushed by jun- 
ior college transfer Rick Gerla. 

Considering their personnel losses, the Wildcats will be 
hard-pressed to win at least nine games this season. But 
then, no one thought Snyder, or anyone else, could turn the 
program around, either. ll — By Mike Babcock 


Wide receiver Aaron Lockett led 
the nation in punt returns and 
becomes the go-to receiver. 


PROJECTED 


| 2001 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 


Bill Snyder isn't often out- 
coached, which is why he ranks 
second only to Florida State’s 
Bobby Bowden in coaching vic- 


tories over the past five seasons. Bowden's record during 
that time is 45-5. Snyder's is 44-7. Also, the Wildcats 
should again be solid in the kicking game. 


QUESTION MARKS 


Kansas State’s defense has to be considered suspect, 
with only three returning starters, none of whom play in 
the defensive line. Also, the schedule doesn’t favor the 
Wildcats, who open the season at Southern California 
and open Big 12 Conference play at defending national 
champion Oklahoma in addition to playing Nebraska at 
Lincoln, where they haven't won since 


1968. 
| DIFFERENCE-MAKER 
Senior wide receiver 


Wildcats’ list. 


Kevin Lockett had 3,032 career- 


receiving yards. 


Aaron also could catch his brother 
list for 100-yard 
receiving games. Aaron is fifth, with six. 
Quincy Morgan and Michael Smith atop the list with 


on the Wildcats’ 


nine. 


GIVE ME SIX 


Senior safety Jon McGraw not only was a sure tack- 
ler but he also intercepted three passes in 2000, including 
two against Colorado. He returned one of the two 71 


yards for a touchdown. 


TENTATIVE! DEPTH CHART 


4 WR Brandon Clark 220 
Chris DeVore 63 200 

( ur Matt Martin 65 270 
~ Oshin Honarchian 6-5 290 

lj AS Andy Eby 6-3 280 
Chris Boggas. 65 315 

is Nick Leckey 6-4 285 


“Steve Washington 64 315 
RG John Robertson 6-4 291 


Ben Rettele — “67 282 


RT Thomas Barnett 6-5 290 


Billy Milter, 65 275 — 
hs TE Nick Warren 67 255 
Thomas Hill 65 256 

QB Ell Roberson 6-0 190 
La 7 


Mare Dunn 6-4 205 


ee 
Sr. 
Se 
Sr 


RB Josh Scobey 6-0 205 Sr. 
| Danny Morris, 5-11 200 So. 

FB Rock Cartwright 5-8 242 Sr 
| ) 6 230 de 
WR Aaron Lockett 57 165 Sr 
ie 5-10 160 Sr 
/PK Jared Brite 6-2 185 So. 


Aaron 
Lockett led the nation in punt returns IRR 
last season, returning three for touch- 
downs, and averaged 22.3 yards on 14 
kickoff returns. He also has 2,043 
career-receiving yards and with a pro- 
ductive final season could pass his 
brother Kevin at the top of the 


LE 
or 
OT 
NT 
RE 


LB 


Milton Proctor 6-0. 200 Jr 
Alan Walker 


2000 RECORD: 11-3 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 6-2 


A28  lowa# 
$2 Louisiane 
Ball State 
$23 North Texas - W, 
$30 @Colorado W, 
OV @ Kansas 

O14 

021 


W, 27-7 
W, 54-10 
W, 76-0 
55-10 


L, 27-24 
W, 35-21 


Kevin is tied with 


Thomas Houchin 63 235 So, ey 
“Alex Carrier GA 230 Fr 
Jerry Togiai 6-4 295 Sr 
Justin Montgomery 6-1 275) Soy 
Eric Everley 6-6 322 Sr. 
Cory Hoffman 65 275 Jn 
Melvin Williams 63 250 Jr, . 
Andrew Shull 65 

Ben Leber 64 250 Sr. 
Andy Klocke 2" aad 
Terry Pierce 6-3 250 So, _ 
Bryan Hickman 6-3) 220 "So. 
Warren Lott 6-3 230 Sr. — 
Josh Buhi 60 a7 ! 
DeRon Tyler 58 170 Sr 
DeMareus Fagains: | 

Jon McGraw 6-3 200 Sr 


Travis Brown 


Terence Newman 5-11 170 Jr. 
i 6-4 215 Jr 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 83 


OLORADO 


BUFFALOES 


efense dominated Colorado’s spring intrasquad 
ge game. And though third-year Coach Gary Barnett 

was disappointed by the play of an error-plagued 
offense, he also was pleased. 

“T was really excited by the defense,” he said afterward. 

If the Buffaloes are to rebound from last season's 3-8 
record, they must improve markedly on defense. They 
ranked near the bottom of the Big 12 in nearly every major 
category, including rushing defense (9th), total defense 
(11th), passing defense (11th) 
and pass efficiency defense 
(12th). 

On the average, they 
allowed 422.1 yards and 25.8 
points per game. “We just 
gave up too many big plays,” 
Barnett said, adding that they 
were particularly vulnerable 
on the corners. 

Nebraska exploited that 
vulnerability to escape with a 
34-32 victory at Lincoln. The 
Cornhuskers drove 47 yards 
in 47 seconds to set up a 29- 
yard, Josh Brown field goal 
on the game’s final play. 
Quarterback Eric Crouch 
completed 4-of-5 passes dur- 
ing the drive. 

“We have to get some con- 
fidence back there in the sec- 
ondary,” said Barnett. 

As incentive, he adjusted 
the scoring in the spring 
game, awarding the defense 
points for stopping drives 
(2), stopping drives on fourth 
down (3) and turnovers (5). 
He matched the first- and 
second-team defenses 
against the first- and second- 
team offenses. And _ the 
defense won 48-9. 

The offense managed only 
three field goals, two by Pat Brougham and one by Derek 
Moore. Jeremy Flores, who figures to be the place-kicker, 
missed most of the spring with an ankle sprain. 

“Our defense gained a lot of confidence,” Barnett said of 
the scrimmage. 

Linebacker Jashon Sykes, strong safety Michael Lewis 
and tackle Justin Bannan, all of them all-conference-caliber 
players, provide a solid foundation for the Buffaloes’ 
defense. 

Sykes is coming off what he has described as a disap- 
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Outland Trophy candidate. 
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All-Big 12 guard Andre Gurode is being promoted as an 


pointing junior season, one in which he was credited with 
111 tackles and 13 third-down stops. He had considered 
leaving early for the NFL, but “I feel like my stock dropped 
a bit after this season,” he said in announcing he would 
remain. 

“I want to raise my stock and try to be a first-round draft 
pick. My college accolades are very important to me; that’s 
part of being a great college player.” 

Though his statistics were impressive by most standards, 
he didn’t consistently make 
big plays the way he did as 
a sophomore, when he 
forced a_ nation-leading 
seven fumbles. 

Lewis was a positive in 
the secondary, leading Big 
12 defensive backs in tackles 
with 117 and leading the 
Buffaloes in pass break-ups, 
touchdowns saved, fumbles 
forced and interceptions. He 
was second to Sykes in 
third-down stops and was 
chosen as the team’s co- 
most valuable player. 

With Lewis and free safe- 
ty Robbie —_ Robinson, 
Colorado is solid at the 
inside positions in the sec- 
ondary. Robinson was third 
on the team in tackles with 
97. 

The defensive scheme 
was sound, according to 
Barnett. “Last year it didn’t 
matter what scheme we 
were in,” he said. “We gave 
up too many big plays 
because we had too many 
breakdowns. 

“It’s not the scheme. It’s 
how you hold up at each 
position.” 

Bannan, a third-team all- 
conference selection, held his own, despite consistently 
drawing double teams. He could be Colorado’s best down 
linemen since Shannon Clavelle (1992-95). 

The Buffaloes’ other returning defensive starters are cor- 
nerbacks Phil Jackson and Donald Strickland, outside line- 
backer Kory Mossoni and inside linebacker Andy Peeke. 
Cornerbacks Roderick Sneed and Terrence Wood and out- 
side linebacker Drew Wahlroos also have started. 

Rush end Marques Harris is considered a rising star, as is 
inside linebacker Sean Tufts, who was the leading tackler in 


the spring game. Harris and Tufts are sophomores. 

Defensive end Tyler Brayton, the top pass rusher, also 
had an outstanding spring. 

Colorado’s spring-game offensive problems weren't 
entirely attributable to the defense, however. Several key 
offensive players were sidelined, among them quarterback 
Craig Ochs, running backs Cortlen Johnson and Marcus 
Houston, tackle Victor Rogers and center Ryan Gray. 

Ochs, who missed half the spring with an ankle sprain, 
was impressive as a freshman, after taking over as the 
starter in the fifth game. The Boulder native completed 145- 
of-245 passes (59.2 percent) for a school-freshman-record 
1,778 yards and seven touchdowns. After a slow start in the 
near-upset of Nebraska, he completed 21of his final 30 pass- 
es for 235 yards and a touchdown. 

Ochs has a solid group 
of receivers to whom he 
can throw, including tight 
end Daniel Graham and 
wideouts John Minardi, 
Roman Hollowell, Cedric 
Cormier and Derek McCoy. 

Graham, like Sykes, 
considered leaving early 
for the NFL. He caught 
more passes than any tight 
end in the conference last 
season, 33, for 443 yards 
and a touchdown, while 
Minardi became Ochs’ go- 
to receiver, catching 31 
passes for 424 yards in the 
> «| final five games. 
ae Rogers and guard 


Calorsda Span Womans Buffaloes are promoting as 
Strong safety Michael Lewis led an Outland Trophy candi- 
the Big 12 in tackles with 117, date, anchor the offensive 
and led the team in intercep- line. They were flanked by 
tions and passes broken up. inexperience last season but 
that’s not true this time around. 

Gray, Karl Allis and Justin Bates also are returning 
starters in the line. 

They'll clear the way for Johnson, Houston and Bobby 
Purify, who will comprise a triple-threat at tailback, assum- 
ing they’re all healthy. Johnson, the returning starter, was 
hampered by a quad strain in the spring, and then was sus- 
pended indefinitely for academic reasons. Houston missed 
all of spring practice and the final eight-plus games of last 
season because of a hip flexor. 

Among Barnett’s offensive goals has been to develop 
consistency in the running game. And it would appear that 
he has the players to do that, if they can avoid injury. 

Despite missing three games because of injuries last sea- 
son, Johnson rushed for 622 yards and eight touchdowns to 
earn all-conference honorable mention, and Houston, whose 
running style Barnett has compared to that of Eric 
Dickerson, rushed for 332 yards (in just three games) before 
the hip flexor. 

Houston is “at full-speed in two steps,” said Barnett. 

If Colorado is to take advantage of such abilities, howev- 
er, it must be more consistent in stopping opponents, as last 
season's loss against Nebraska proved so dramatically. 

The Buffaloes gained more yards and had more first 
downs. But they couldn’t make 32 points hold up — for just 
47 seconds. li — By Mike Babcock 


PROJECTED 
2001 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

The Buffaloes are at least 
three deep in quality tailbacks, ; 
assuming everyone is healthy, DI ISTON| 
with senior Cortlen Johnson, freshman Marcus 
Houston and sophomore Bobby Purify. Sophomore 
quarterback Craig Ochs has shown he can run when he 
has to, but his strong suit is passing. 


QUESTION MARKS 

Colorado's cornerback play was lacking last season. It 
was a significant factor in the Buffaloes’ inability to pre- 
vent big plays. A healthy Jeremy Flores could rectify a 
serious problem in the kicking game. Colorado was last 
in the Big 12 in field goal percentage a year ago. Flores, 
a senior, suffered from a hip flexor, 
which prohibited him from kicking 2000 RECORD: 3-8 
field goals but not punting. CONFERENCE FINISH: 3-5 


slorado S 
DIFFERENCE MAKER Scuba 
A determined Jashon Sykes will 
lead what Coach Gary Barnett hopes 
is a rejuvenated defense. Sykes has 
his sights set on becoming the third 
Buffalo to win the Butkus Award as 
the nation’s top collegiate linebacker. 
Colorado's previous winners were @ Nebraska 
Alfred Williams (1989) and Matt 
Russell (1996). 


SHUFFLING STARTERS 

Injuries have so hindered the Buffaloes in recent sea- 
sons that they haven't used the same starting lineup on 
offense in consecutive games since the end of the 1997 
season. 


YOUTH MOVEMENT 

The Buffaloes played 10 true freshmen last season, 
more than the combined number of true freshmen who 
played in the three previous seasons, when 44 of 52 
were redshirted. 


WR John | Minardi 6- 2 200 St, DE Matt MeChesney 6: 5 280 ‘So. ' 
— DerekMcCoy 3.210 So. | Marques Harris, 6-2 220 So, 
WR Roman Hollowell 5-6 160 Sr. DT Justin Bannan 6-3 295 Sr. 
and \CedricCormiar © 5-11 185 Sr Brandon Dabdouts 627 295 Fr 
ST Justin Bates 6-4 295 Jr. DT Sam Taulealea 6-0 320 Jr 


‘Dan Major == 6-6 «290 (So! Brandon Boswell 5-10. 240 Jr, 

SG Marwan Hage 6-3 295 So DE Tyler Brayton 6-6 265 Jr. 
~ Rawle'King 6-6 310 Jr Sam Wilder GD 265 Fre 

c Ryan Gray 63 290 Jr. {LB Sean Tufts 6-4 225 So. 
Wayne Lucier 6-4 300 Jn ts Andy PeeKe = 0-200 Sr 

TG Andre Gurode 6-4 320 Sr. ILB. Jashon Sykes 63 230 Sr. 
JoshFoster = 6-6 300 Jr = Joey dohnson = 6-2 220 Jn 


TT Victor Rogers 6-7 320 Sr OLB Kory Mossoni 63 230 Jr 

Derek Stemrich = 6-6-270 ~Fee = and) Drew Wahlrros 6-3 235 Ire 
TE Daniel Graham 6-3 245 Sr. LC Roderick Sneed 6-0 180 Jr. 
Quinn’ Sypniewski “6-6 255"S0, = Clyde Surrell, =~ 5-10. 180. So. 
QB Craig Ochs 6-2 215 So. SS Michael Lewis 6-1 210 Sr 

y “Bobby Pesavento 65 225 St = (Dewvin Richardson 5-11 190 Fr 
TB Cortlen Johnson 5-9 210 Sr. FS Robbie Robinson 5-11 200 Sr. 

Marcus Houston «6-2 205 Fr Matt Durren 6-0 200 Sr, 
FB BrandonDrumm 6-2 230 Jr. RC - Phil Jackson 6-1 180 So. 
Terrence Wood” Sh 


_ ScottNemeth «62-235 Sho — §-10175 Sr 
PK Jeremy FIOTES MLE 10 185 Sr Pp Scott Mariscal 6-2 195 Jr 
a AIS = a, 


IOWA STATE 


an McCarney’s sixth season as head coach at Iowa 
State might well have been his last. According to spec- 
ulation beforehand, if the Cyclones didn’t have a win- 
ning record and, by so doing, earn a bow] invitation, 
McCarney could be looking for employment elsewhere. 

“A lot of people weren’t sure along the way whether I 
was the right guy or not,” McCarney said following a 38-17 
victory against Kansas that capped an 8-3 regular season 
and sent the Cyclones to the Insight-com Bow] in Phoenix, 
where they defeated Pittsburgh. 

“It's been a long, long road. 
We've almost had to move a 
mountain, and it’s been one grain, 
one pebble, at a time. We just tried 
to do it the right way.” 

That and the Cyclones’ success 
earned McCarney a three-year 
extension on a contract worth 
$600,000 annually, with a base 
salary of $200,000. The contract 
now runs through Jan. 1, 2005. 

“T think the future of Iowa 
State football is very bright,” 
lowa State Athletic Director Bruce 
Van De Velde said in announcing 
the extension and raise — the pre- 
vious base was $169,855. 

Van De Velde might be right. 
But lowa State will be hard- 
pressed to repeat its success fol- 
lowing the departure of several 
key players, most notably quar- 
terback Sage Rosenfels, wide 
receiver and kick returner J.J. 
Moses, defensive end Reggie 
Hayward and defensive tackle 
James Reed. 

Ennis Haywood does return, 
however, and the Big 12’s leading 
rusher is a good place to begin 
rebuilding an offense based on 


Cyclone Mutated 


as our rush offense goes,” 
McCarney said during last season’s run. “If we run the foot- 
ball, we’re a pretty good football team.” 

To illustrate his point, in their eight regular-season victo- 
ries, the Cyclones averaged 260 yards rushing, while in their 
three losses, they averaged only 73 yards rushing. 

They were second to Nebraska in the Big 12 and 17th 
nationally in rushing. 

The 5-foot-11, 206-pound Haywood, the fourth Cyclone 
in the past six seasons to lead the conference in rushing, 
gained 1,237 yards and scored eight touchdowns in 10 
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Ennis Haywood was the Big 12’s top rusher with 1,237 yards. 
the run. “Our football team goes He averaged 5.4 yards per carry and had 8 touchdowns. 


CYCLONES 


games. “He has a great knack for finding creases,” said 
Cornhusker Coach Frank Solich. “He’s a guy who is so 
instinctive that they don’t need to have everything blocked 
because if there’s a crease, he'll find it.” 

He didn’t find many creases against Nebraska, rushing 
for only 27 yards. 

Haywood also has a knack for holding onto the ball. He 
has yet to lose a fumble in 314 carries and 358 total touches 
at lowa State. He has fumbled once and the Cyclones recov- 


ered. 
When Haywood 
missed the Oklahoma 


State game because of 
injury, sophomore Michael 
Wagner stepped in and 
rushed for 170 yards and 
two touchdowns. Wagner 
also rushed for 100 yards 
— as did Haywood — 
coming off the bench 
against Kansas. The 
Cyclones are well-stocked 
at tailback. 

Rosenfels played a sig- 
nificant role in the failed 
upset bid of — the 
Cornhuskers. Seneca 
Wallace, a transfer from 
Sacramento, Calif., City 
College, likely will replace 
him. Wallace, who 
enrolled in January and 
played well during the 
spring, has both an 
extremely strong arm and 
the ability to run. 

In Iowa State’s spring 
intrasquad game, he com- 
pleted 7-of-11 passes for 
124 yards and carried 
eight times for 72 yards, 35 
coming on an impressive 
touchdown run. 

“Seneca’s exactly what we're looking for in our offense,” 
McCarney said. “I think when it’s all over and he finishes 
his career, people will be shocked at how few schools 
recruited him.” 

Wallace, who is credited with having run the 40-yard 
dash in 4.3 seconds, committed to Oregon State out of high 
school in Sacramento but didn’t meet freshman eligibility 
requirements. 

He amassed 4,225 total offense yards and accounted for 
31 touchdowns last season. 


An offensive line built around returning starters Marcel 
Howard and Lorenzo White will be responsible for protect- 
ing Wallace, or whoever emerges at quarterback, with Craig 
Campbell leading a group of wide receivers that includes 
Lane Danielson and Jamaul Montgomery. 

Campbell, who caught three passes for 119 yards and a 
touchdown against Nebraska last season, is a returning 
starter, as are tight end Mike Banks and fullback Joe 
Woodley. 

Wide receiver was an area of recruiting emphasis. lowa 
State signed five, more players than at any other position, 
including junior college transfers David Banks-Bursey and 
Lance Young. 

The Cyclones also looked to junior colleges for help on 
defense, where only three bow] starters return from a unit 
that wasn’t particularly 
strong last season, ranking 
10th in the Big 12 and 88th 
nationally in total defense, 
allowing 406.1 yards and 
26.6 points per game. The 
returning starters are line- 
backers Chris Whitaker 
and Justin Eilers and free 
safety Marc Timmons. 

Even with Hayward 
and Reed up front, Iowa 
State had difficulty stop- 
ping the run. The Cyclones 
ranked 95th in the nation 
against the run, allowing 
4.5 yards per rush. 

McCarney did some 
w shifting of personnel dur- 
ing the spring in an 
attempt to shore up the 
defense. Sophomore Tyson 
Smith, who played on spe- 
cial teams as a true fresh- 
man, was among those 
switching positions. He moved from linebacker to defensive 
end, replacing Hayward. 

In addition, DeAndre Phillips was moved from wide 
receiver to defensive back, while Brent Kellogg and Andy 
Leaders were both moved from linebacker to the defensive 
line, joining junior college transfer Beau Coleman, who 
enrolled in January and went through spring practice. 

Smith and Jamaine Billups, who also played as a true 
freshman and is the heir apparent to Moses as a big-play 
kick returner, were prize recruits, The Cyclones’ success last 
season, and the fact that seven of their games plus the bowl 
were televised, should make attracting such players a little 
easier. 

McCarney has noticed the difference already. The caliber 
of player he was able to bring to campus for visits last 
recruiting season was “better than it’s ever been,” he said. 

lowa State’s last winning season was in 1989. And its last 
bowl game was in 1978. So his sixth team left a significant 
legacy, said McCarney, enabling the program to shed its los- 
ing image. 

“They can’t win. They’ve never won. They don’t go to 
bowl games,” he said, summarizing the image. 

“Well, we just got done doing that.” 

Whether his seventh team can come even close is anoth- 
er matter. B — By Mike Babcock 


Cyelane Mustranndl 
Weakside linebacker Justin 
Eilers, a junior college transfer, 
came on strong at the end of 
the 2000 season. 


PROJECTED 
2001 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

The Cyclones are deep at 
tailback, where three sopho- = or 
mores back up senior Ennis DIV TSTON 
Haywood: Michael Wagner, Hiawatha Rutland 
and Jamaine Billups, also a top kick returner. 


QUESTION MARKS 

Depth is a problem, particularly on defense, 
where the Cyclones will have to depend on new- 
comers. The kicking game also must improve. lowa 
State ranked last in the conference in extra-point- 
kick percentage (.824). It also ranked near the bot- 
tom in net punting and kickoff coverage. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

Haywood is versatile. He is not 
only a good bet to successfully 
defend his conference rushing title 
but also a receiving threat out of 
the backfield. He caught 25 passes 
for 211 yards last season. 
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GRANT SWITCHES N11 
Former Cornhusker quarterback ae Pittsburgh 
Mike Grant will be Haywood’s Baz 
position coach. Grant coached the 
Cyclone outside linebackers last season, after 
coaching the secondary for two seasons. Grant, a 
Nebraska graduate assistant from 1994 to 1996, 


replaced Tony Alford as running backs coach. 


Ohio 

UNLV 

@ lowa 

@ Baylor 
Nebraska 

@ Oklahoma St. 
Texas A&M 
Missouri 

@ Kansas St 
@ Colorado 
Kansas 


HISTORIC SEASON 

The Cyclones’ nine victories last season equaled 
the most in school history. The only other time lowa 
State won nine games was in 1906. The bowl-game 
victory against Pittsburgh was lowa State’s first in 


five post-season tries. 


» Brett Kallong. 


- = =— —= 
6-0 195 So. RE 


SE Lane Danialsen 248 Fr. 
Jack Whiter 5-17 181So, Beau Coleman re 235 dr. 
\T Marcel Howard 66 321 Sr DT Jordan Carstens 6-5 291 So. 
Jared Bucksa 63 273Sn Andy Leaders 6-3 250 Fr 
LG Bob Montgomery 6-3 302 So. NG Willie Judd 6-3 282 Sr, 
Brian Donahe 9 65 275 Sr _ Cale Stubbe: 64 275 Fe 
c Zach Butler 64 290 Jr. END Kevin DeRonde 65 257 Sr 
- Keny Carlson 63 300 de Ti TeBrink6-3. 258 Fr. 
RG Lorenzo White 65 344 Sr OLB Tyson Smith 62 230 So, 
Luke VanderSanden 6-3 287 Fe Jeremy Loyd 6-2 220 Jr. 
RT Cory Hannen 65 307 Sr MLB Chris Whitaker 60 227 Jr. 
-_ Casey Shelton’ 66 285 So, Brent Nash S17 240 Fr. 
WR Craig Campbell 5-11 185 Sr. WLB Justin Eilers 6-2 230 Sr. 
JesseAmold = «3.196 Je Mit Word 6-0 230° Jr 
QB Seneca Wallace 6-1 181 Jr. SS Adam Runk 6-2 183 Sr 
— CrisLove 65210 Fr Nick Linder 510 187 So. 
TB Ennis Haywood 5-11 218 Sr. LcB Atif Austin 5-9 180 Jr. 
; ‘Michael Wagner 7) 987 So. == Johnny Smith 5-11 170 So. 
FB Joe Woodley aS 11 237 So. FS Marc Timmons 5-10 160 So. 
Frank Garcia -Aiithiony Forrest. 6:0 194 Fr 
TE Mike Banks 64 248 Sr. RCB Bryan Ollie 58 180 So. 
Kyle Knock = 2-260 Jn ps 59 195 So. 
PK Tony Yelk 6-0 201 Fr P Casey Baldwin 62 211 So. 


Players with starting experience in bold if = 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


2000 RECORD: 9-3 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 5-3 


W, 25-15 
W, 37-22 
W, 24-14 
W, 31-17 
L, 49-27 
W, 33-26 

L, 30-7 


KANSAS 


JAYHAWKS 


ansas Coach Terry Allen wasted no time in making 

changes. “You always have changes when you have a 

nine-man staff,” he said following a season-ending, 
38-17 loss at Iowa State. 

Less than two weeks after the [owa State game, Allen 
gave substance to his assertion, dismissing defensive coor- 
dinator Ardell Wiegandt and offensive line coach Walt 
Klinker, who had a combined 30 seasons as assistants on his 
coaching staffs at Kansas and Northern Iowa. 

A day later, tight ends 
coach Todd Middleton 
resigned. 

“T think there is a sense of 
urgency from all of us right 
now, from the players to the 
coaches and administra- 
tors,” said Allen. “To go 
through four losing seasons 
is very difficult.” 

He also promoted Darrell 
Wyatt to associate head 
coach and offensive coordi- 
nator, replacing Bill Salmon 
— who remained as running 
backs coach — in that capac- 
ity. 

Barely a month later, 
Wyatt resigned to become 
passing coordinator at 
Oklahoma State. So Allen 
became offensive coordina- 
tor again, after two seasons 
of delegating those duties. 

Allen’s restructured staff 
has its work cut out, not 
only producing a winner 
after five consecutive losing 
seasons, the last four under 
Allen, but also creating 
interest in the program. 

Attendance is on the 
decline. The Jayhawks’ aver- 
age attendance last season 
was only 32,216. And some of Memorial Stadium’s recently- 
built “scholarship suites” have yet to be leased. 

It appeared Allen might get things turned around a year 
ago. Seven games into the season, the Jayhawks still had 
hopes, though admittedly slim, of earning their first bowl 
bid since 1995. But they dropped their last four games, 
allowing a combined 190 points in the process. 

Their collapse was further illustrated by the fact that 
after eight games, they ranked 40th nationally in total 
defense, a marked improvement over the 1999 season. After 
losses to Nebraska, Texas and Iowa State, however, they 
dropped to 80th in total defense — worse than 1999’s final 
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Defensive tackle Nate Dwyer was involved in 68 tackles, the most 
by a Kansas down lineman since 1993, and had seven sacks. 


ranking of 74. 

Nebraska, Texas and Iowa State also humbled the 
Jayhawks’ run defense, rushing for 1,168 yards between 
them. Kansas went into that stretch allowing conference 
opponents an average of only 97.6 rushing yards per game. 
That average jumped to 214 yards at season’s end. 

“The defensive front got beat toward the latter part of the 
year,” said Allen. 

That didn’t apply to everyone on the defensive front, 
though. Nose tackle Nate 
Dwyer held his own. The 
second-team All-Big 12 
selection was involved in 
68 tackles, the most by a 
Kansas down lineman 
since 1993, including a 
team-high 17 for losses 
totaling 67 yards and 
seven sacks, 

Dwyer is among seven 
defensive starters return- 
ing, which is a plus from 
an experience standpoint 
despite the shortcomings. 
“We just need to get a lit- 
tle more physical,” Allen 
said, 

Ends Ervin Holloman 
and De’Nard Whitfield, 
linebackers Algie 
Atkinson and Marcus 
Rogers and cornerbacks 
Andrew Davison and 
Quincy Roe are the other 
starters. 

Rogers, along with 
Dwyer a defensive co- 
captain, was tied for sec- 
ond on the team in tackles 
with 91. He might have 
led the team in tackles 
had he not been slowed 
by injury in the season 


finale. 

Davison is a steady performer, with 27 consecutive starts 
and two interception returns for touchdowns during his 
career. One of those, a 40-yarder, came against Texas last sea- 
son. Roe, the fastest player in the secondary, broke up 14 
passes and intercepted three. 

Safety Carl Nesmith, the leading tackler and second- 
team all-conference, was the most significant loss on 
defense. Allen has supplemented the returning starters with 
four junior college transfers, three of whom went through 
spring practice: linebackers Greg Cole, Charlie Dennis and 
Leo Etienne. 


Allen also turned to junior colleges for help in the offen- 
sive line. Four of the Jayhawks’ nine junior college transfers 
were offensive linemen, all of whom participated in spring 
practice. 

Guard Bob Smith, center Nick Smith and tackle Justin 
Hartwig are among six returning starters on offense, along 
with wide receivers Harrison Hill, Termaine Fulton and 
Roger Ross. 

Hill has led the Jayhawks in pass receptions the past two 
seasons and could become the school career-leader in catch- 
es and receiving yards. He caught 47 passes for 591 yards 
last season. Fulton is a big-play receiver, with 17 of his 58 
career receptions gaining at least 25 yards and 11 going for 
scores. 

The diminutive Ross, a junior college transfer, started in 
a three-wideout alignment 
and finished second to Hill 
in receptions, with 29 for 
481 yards and four touch- 
downs. 

In all, the top five wide 
receivers return. But the 
Jayhawks will have a new 

quarterback and running 
Ww backs, following the depar- 
tures of Dylen Smith, 
‘ David Winbush and Moran 
) ~ | Norris. 

, Sophomore Reggie 
Duncan, who came off the 
bench to rush for 96 yards 
and a touchdown against 
Nebraska, figures to be 
Winbush’s successor at tail- 
back. Duncan is compact, 
=| with a quick burst and 4.54 


; : ‘ rinemeron SOeed in the 40. But he 
Senior split end Harrison Hill 'S_ played only sparingly last 
the leading returning receiver season, carrying just 54 
in the Big 12, with 47 catches mas ‘ 

for 591 yards and one touch- Replacements for 


none leat aoa, Norris, a third-team all- 
conference selection, at fullback and Smith at quarterback 
are less certain. And even with Smith, Winbush and Norris, 
Kansas ranked 77th nationally in total offense and 82nd in 
passing offense, an area in which Allen’s teams at Northern 
Iowa excelled. 

Redshirted freshman Mario Kinsey, who played for the 
Jayhawk basketball team, has impeccable credentials. He 
passed for 2,003 yards and 23 touchdowns as a high school 
senior in Waco, Texas. He's athletic with a strong throwing 
arm, and was impressive on the scout team. 

However, Kinsey didn’t distance himself from sopho- 
more Zach Dyer — who threw only 12 passes last season — 
during spring practice, so their competition will continue in 
fall camp. If neither distinguishes himself, Kevin Long, 
another redshirted freshman, could win the job. 

The Jayhawks have a seven-game home schedule, with 
Oklahoma, Nebraska and UCLA all coming to Lawrence. 
That’s both attractive and daunting for a program under 
fire. 

No Kansas football coach has ever endured four consec- 
utive losing seasons and retained his job until now. The per- 
sonable Allen, who has established a good relationship with 
reporters, was asked if he would consider changing his per- 
sonality. “If that’s what it takes, sure,” he said. 

And even that might not be enough. 
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PROJECTED 
2001 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

The Jayhawks have depth at 
wide receiver, with the top five 
returning from last season: 
Harrison Hill, Roger Ross, 
Termaine Fulton, J.T. Thompson and Byron 
Gasaway. Thompson, the only true freshman to see 
action, and Gasaway caught only 14 passes between 
them, however. 


QUESTION MARKS 

In addition to its defensive deficiencies last season, 
Kansas ranked last in the conference in net punting, aver- 
aging only 29.9 yards (net) per punt. That must improve. 
The Jayhawks also have significant questions in the 
backfield as well as in the line on offense. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

Though he can’t do it by himself, 
nose tackle Nate Dwyer will help 
keep opponents honest. Despite draw- 
ing double-teams, the 6-foot-3, 300- 
pound senior from Stillwater, Minn., 
tied for the team lead in sacks and was 
chosen by teammates as the most 
valuable player. He’s mobile despite 
his size, and predictably strong. He 
has a bench press of 400 pounds and 
a squat lift of 600 pounds. 


2000 RECOR 


So. Illinois 
@ Oklahoma 


@ lowa St. 


HUSKER JINX 

Kansas has lost 32 games in a row against Nebraska, 
dating to 1968 when the Jayhawks won at Lincoln 23-13. 
The 32-game losing streak, one team to another, is tied 
for the second longest in NCAA Division |-A history, 
behind Navy's 37 consecutive losses against Notre 
Dame. 


VETERAN TEAM 

For what it's worth, the Kansas roster includes 20 sen- 
iors and 28 juniors. But eight redshirted freshmen figured 
prominently on the top defensive units during the spring. 


SE Harrison Hill | 5-11195 Sr. LE  TravisWatkins 6-4 270 


_ JT Thompson 5-10. 190 ‘So. ClarenceLaws 6-4 260 Fr. 
LT Justin Sands 67 295 Jr. NT Nate Dwyer 6-3 300 Sr. 
_ dawad Pearson’ 6-5 300 Jr. Marquis Hayes 6-4 265 Sr. 
LG Bob Smith 6-4 290 Sr. AT Ervin Holloman 6-3 290 Sr 
or Kyle Grady 65 305 Jr Marquis Hayes 6-4-2656 «~Sr. 
Cc Nick Smith 6-4 280 Jr. RE Charlie Dennis 65 230 Jr. 
Greg Nicks 64 3200 So. David McMillan 6-4 245 Fr. 
RG Jason Stevenson 6-2 285 Sr. SLB Algie Atkinson 6-5 240 Sr. 
Tony Damiani 64 290 Jt. Greg Cole © ‘62 230 Jr 
RT Justin Hartwig 6-4 295 Sr. MLB Marcus Rogers 6-1 235 Sr. 
Gabe Rosalis: 65 295 Jn Brandon Watkins 6-2 210 Fr. 
TE David Hurst 6-3 255 Jr. WLB Glenn Robinson 6-3 230 So. 
or Adrian Jones 65° 255 So. or Leo Etienne 6-0 210 Jr 
QB Zach Dyer 6-3 200 So. LC Andrew Davison 5-11 185 Sr. 
Mario Kinsey 6-1 195 Fr. MattJordan 5-10 190 Jr, 
FL Termaine Fulton 5-10 190 Sr. SS JakeLetourneau 6-2 195 Jr. 
Byron Gassaway 6-4" 210 Jr. "Santana Lane 60 180 Fr 
HB Reggie Duncan 5-9 215 So. FS  Jamarei Bryant 5-11 190 Sr. 
Daniel Goke 61 205 So. Leo Bookman 61 205 Fr 
FB Mitchell Scott 6-3 235 Jr. RC Quincy Roe 5-9 185 Sr. 
Austine Nwabuisi 6-1 230 Fr, or Carl ivey 5-11 180 So. 
PK = Case Collard 6-0 190 So. R Chris Tyrrell 5-11 220 Fr. 
Players with starting experience in bold 
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D: 4-7 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 2-6 
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Missouri 
TIGERS 


issouri has the enthusiasm of new head coach Gary 
Pinkel. But that enthusiasm can go only so far in 
effecting a turnaround in a program that has 
endured 15 losing seasons in the past 17. 

The Tigers were 7-5 and 8-4 and played in bowl games 
under Larry Smith, Pinkel’s predecessor, in 1997 and 1998. 
Otherwise, they have struggled for respectability since the 
early 1980s. 

So after a combined record of 7-15 the past two seasons, 
Athletic Director Mike 
Alden decided to change 
directions by changing 
coaches, and hiring the 49- 
year-old Pinkel. 

In order to do that, Alden 
had to fire Smith with three 
years remaining on his con- 
tract. Smith declined to 
resign, and his departure 
could hardly be described as 
amicable. He blamed the 
news media for his pro- 
gram’s shortcomings, a 
stretch in logic underscoring 
the extent of the problems. 

Immediately after arriv- 
ing from Toledo University, 
where he compiled a 53-23-3 
record in 10 seasons, Pinkel 
set about changing attitudes 
as well as offensive and 
defensive systems. 

“Our football program is 
based on competition,” he 
said prior to the start of 
spring practice. “You can be 
the starting quarterback or 
the starting free safety for 
the last two years in our pro- 
gram, but if you get beat out 
in the spring, that job is no 
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pecking order around here. 

“We want our players to be winners. That means chang- 
ing attitudes and habits.” 

It also meant changing positions for 11 players. 

Still, a coach can only do so much shifting. And because 
of a late start in recruiting, Pinkel’s first team won’t look 
dramatically different from the one Smith left behind. 
Though there was no pecking order and nothing was guar- 
anteed, returning players retained their jobs for the most 
part. 

Not everyone could, of course, because of the new offen- 
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Senior guard Mike Hayes was Missouri's most consistent offensive 
longer yours. There is no_ lineman in 2000 and started 11 games. 


sive and defensive schemes. The Tigers will operate from a 
one-back set on offense and a 4-4 base alignment on defense. 

Offensively, Missouri will “try to be 50-percent run, 50- 
percent pass,” said Pinkel, whose teams at Toledo depended 
more heavily on the run during his last six seasons. 

Defensively, the Tigers will attack and try to force 
turnovers. Twice since 1995, Pinkel’s Toledo team led the 
nation in turnover margin — including last season, with a 
plus-2.0. 

Junior Kirk Farmer, 
who's playing for a third 
offensive coordinator in 
three seasons, emerged 
from spring practice as 
the No. 1 quarterback, the 
job he held last season 
until suffering a shoulder 
injury in the third quarter 
of the Nebraska game. He 
put a scare in the 
Cornhuskers, completing 
13-of-25 passes for 214 
yards and a touchdown 
and carrying nine times 
for 83 yards before going 
to the sideline. 

He also caught a pass 
for a 35-yard gain, evi- 
dence of his athleticism. 

Farmer, who was side- 
lined by a broken leg dur- 
ing the 1999 season, 
regained his job at the 
expense of — Darius 
Outlaw, another junior 
who led Missouri in total 
offense last season after 
stepping in as the starter. 
Outlaw passed for 1,391 
yards and nine touch- 
downs. But he threw 16 
interceptions. 

Running backs Zain 
Gilmore and Zack Abron, both of whom have dropped a 
dozen or more pounds since last season, combined to rush 
for 1,134 yards and 12 touchdowns a year ago. Gilmore com- 
bines power and 4.4 speed in the 40, while Abron is more of 
a north-south runner. 

Justin Gage, a converted quarterback who also plays for 
Coach Quin Snyder’s basketball team, was voted the team’s 
most valuable player, after catching 44 passes for 709 yards 
and two touchdowns. He heads up a group of receivers with 
“a lot of potential,” said Pinkel. 


The group includes senior tight end Dwayne Blakley, 
whose receiving numbers declined from the previous sea- 
son because of his regularly drawing double coverage. 

Joe Chirumbolo, a regular at fullback the past two sea- 
sons, was among those who switched positions during the 
spring. He is now an R-back in Pinkel’s one-back alignment. 

The Tigers’ other receivers are young and inexperienced. 

The offensive line, which Pinkel expects to be leaner, is 
built around guard Mike Hayes, tackle Justin Bland and cen- 
ter A.J. Ricker, a sophomore considered to be a rising star. 

Guard Adrian Cole and tackle Aaron Crittendon also 
have been starters. 

Pinkel’s defense would have worked better had All- 
America end Justin Smith not decided to skip his final sea- 
son of collegiate eligibility in favor of the NFL. Free safety 
Clarence Jones, guard Cedric Harden and linebackers Sean 
Doyle and  Jamonte 
Robinson are among the 
returning starters. 

Jones was second on 
the team to Smith in tack- 
les with 87 and intercept- 
ed three passes. He'll be 
the leader of a secondary 
manned by, among others, 
junior cornerbacks 
Terrence Curry and 
Antoine Duncan, both of 
whom have started, and 
| also played on the offen- 
sive side. 

Taurus Ferguson, a jun- 
ior college running back, 
was among those who 
switched positions in the 
spring. He climbed to the 
top of the depth chart at an 
outside safety position in 
just 15 practices, joining 
Gary Anthony, who started six games last season at strong 
safety. 

Doyle and Robinson, who combined for 159 tackles, 
make linebacker the deepest position on defense. As a 
result, Antwaun Bynum was moved from linebacker to 
defensive end in the spring. Bynum had 24 sacks in two sea- 
sons at Hutchinson, Kan., Community College and was 
expected to have an immediate impact. But he was granted 
a medical redshirt after suffering a knee injury. 

Linebackers Duke Revard, David Monroe and Sean Ain, 
safety Marcus Caldwell and tackle Michael Gavins are other 
defensive players with limited starting experience. 

Pinkel also is counting on several young defenders who 
were redshirted last season, including linebacker James 
Kinney and ends Keith Wright and Nick Tarpoff. 

Missouri's many problems a year ago were compounded 
by injuries on both sides of the ball, as well as in the kicking 
game. Place-kicker Brad Hammerich suffered a broken col- 
larbone making a tackle. He’s back, healthy, as is punter 
Jared Gilpin, who averaged 39.4 yards. 

The Tigers’ enthusiasm should carry into the season, con- 
sidering they open at home against Bowling Green and 
Southwest Texas. But they travel to Michigan State before 
opening Big 12 Conference play against Nebraska at 
Columbia. That’s when enthusiasm could give way to reali- 
ty. 
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Joe Chirumbulo, a regular at 
fullback, has moved to R-back 
in the one-back system. 


PROJECTED 
2001 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

New Coach Gary Pinkel has 
at least two proven players at 
each of the offensive “skill” posi- 
tions: quarterback, running back 
and receiver. Also, he can put a big offensive line on the 
field, anchored by senior guard Mike Hayes, the latest 
on Missouri's long list of outstanding linemen. 


QUESTION MARKS 

In addition to having to deal with inexperience on 
defense, particularly in the secondary, Pinkel and defen- 
sive coordinator Matt Eberflus must adjust for players 
who were recruited to play in another system. Depth is a 
problem on both sides of the ball, and as last season 
proved, injuries can be a factor. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 
| If he can remain healthy, some- 
| thing he hasn't been able to do the 
past two seasons, junior quarterback 
Kirk Farmer can excel in Missouri's RRSGmNiIntteniss 
new offense. He’s one of the best ath- IKMMoIN ES) 
letes on the team. He’s big and strong, [RAs @mmmemmalelibos 
rn . 014 Kansas 
and deceptively fast. Before his bro- Bay 
ken leg in 1999, he ran the 40 in 4.53 flew 
seconds. He was sidelined by a shoul- BA 
der injury in 2000. si 


N 18 
NEBRASKA CONNECTION 
Former Cornhusker All-American linebacker Ed 
Stewart, the 1994 Big Eight “Defensive Player of the 
Year," is Missouri's assistant athletic director for student 
services. 


BORDER WAR 

Pinkel doesn’t intend to downplay the Missouri rivalry 
with Kansas. However, he doesn’t plan to go overboard 
in emphasizing its significance, either. “It's big. It's 
huge,” he said. “But | don’t think a game like that you cir- 
cle on your schedule. You should not have to say much 
about it.” 


$2 Western Illinois 
$9 @ Clemson 


@ Baylor 
Kansas St. 


5- 
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_ 18 Zack Abron 5-10 228 So. CB Antoine Duncan 5-10 177 Jr. 


Michael Ha: 


iin Gilmon if 


RB Joe Chirumbolo 6-2 234 Jr FS Clarence Jones 6-1 199 Sr. 


| Marcus James 5-8 169 So. CB Ronald Jones 6-1 151 Jr. 


PK Brad Hammerich 6-3 191 Sr. P Brock Harvey 62 194 Fr. 
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2000 RECORD: 3-8 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 2-6 


W, 50-20 


klahoma Coach Bob Stoops accepts the pressure of 

being defending national champion. “I’ve said for 

two years that I wanted expectations to rise, that we 

should be expected to win and compete for champi- 
onships,” he said after the Sooners’ 13-2 Orange Bowl victo- 
ry against Florida State. 

“T welcome that, and certainly that’s what we're going to 
push for every year.” 

Oklahoma has wasted no time in realizing those expecta- 
tions under its dynamic young 
coach, who, in the blink of an 
eye, has helped the Sooners 
reclaim their place among college 
football's elite. 

Last season’s national title 
was Oklahoma’s seventh, a dra- 
matic turnaround for a program 
that didn’t finish in the Top 10 
during the 1990s — and finished 
in the Top 20 only three times. 

When the Sooners last came to 
Lincoln in 1997, they lost 69-7. 
Much has happened since then. 

Even though a key element of 
the championship team is gone 
— quarterback Josh Heupel — 
the team Stoops brings to 
Memorial Stadium on Oct. 27 
could be in the national title 
chase again. 

That’s because even though 
the control-passing —_ offense 
directed by Heupel drew much 
of the attention, Oklahoma’s 
defense was a deciding factor in 
the Orange Bowl, as well as 
throughout the season. The 
Sooners ranked eighth nationally 
in total defense, and seventh in 
scoring defense. 

And the basis for a similar 
defense returns in Rocky Calmus 
and Roy Williams. 

Cornhusker fans are all-too- 
familiar with Calmus, a linebacker, and Williams, a rover. In 
last season's 31-14 victory against Nebraska at Norman, 
Calmus was involved 16 tackles and Williams was involved 
in 10, two of them sacks of quarterback Eric Crouch for 17 
yards in losses. 

Calmus, the Associated Press Big 12 “Defensive Player of 
the Year,” was the Sooners’ leading tackler for the season 
with 125, second most in the conference. Williams was third 
on the team with 93. 

Three other defensive players with starting experience 
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losses and 3 sacks. 
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OKLAHOMA 
SOONERS 


Linebacker Rocky Calmus was a consensus All-America 
selection after compiling 125 tackles, including 17 for 


return, but a fourth, cornerback Michael Thompson was 
seriously injured in an early-May accident involving his 
pickup truck. 

Thompson started every game as a sophomore and made 
a significant contribution to Oklahoma’s being ranked sec- 
ond in the nation in pass efficiency defense. He was credit- 
ed with 13 pass break-ups, regularly drawing the opposi- 
tion’s best receiver. Obviously, he’ll be missed. 

Derrick Strait, the other cornerback, was chosen AP 
“Defensive Newcomer of the 
Year,” after making 62 tackles. 
He was held out of contact dur- 
ing the spring, following shoul- 
der surgery. 

End Cory Heinecke, who 
came to Oklahoma as a walk-on, 
and free safety Brandon Everage 
are the other returning starters 
on defense. Despite sharing time 
with J.T. Thatcher, a consensus 
all-conference selection, Everage 
was involved in 50 tackles and 
started twice. 

Thatcher, linebacker Torrance 
Marshall and now Thompson 
are key losses from the defense. 
But the Sooners are well-stocked 
with young talent, including 6- 
foot-4, 247-pound sophomore 
Jimmy Wilkerson, who could be 
Marshall’s successor — if he isn’t 
used at defensive end, instead. 

Wilkerson played end in the 
Orange Bowl, making five tack- 
les and deflecting two passes. 

Linebacker Teddy Lehman 
and defensive end Dan Cody, 
like Wilkerson, played as true 
freshmen and are among those 
who figure prominently in the 
plans of defensive coordinator 
Mike Stoops. 

Jammal Brown, a redshirted 
freshman defensive tackle, and 
junior cornerback Terrance Sims, who was redshirted after 
transferring from Hutchinson, Kan., Community College, 
are others. 

Predictably, the competition to determine Heupel’s suc- 
cessor, involving junior Nate Hybl and sophomore Jason 
White, drew the most attention during spring practice. 
Though Hybl is the favorite, White played well enough that 
the competition apparently will continue in the early fall. 

The 6-foot-3, 217-pound Hybl, a transfer from Georgia 
who played on the Bulldogs’ national championship golf 


team, threw only 16 passes as Heupel’s back-up, completing 
nine for 144 yards and two touchdowns. But he has a 
stronger arm, and 4.62-second speed in the 40-yard dash. 

He also has an exceptional group of receivers, including 
Curtis Fagan, Antwone Savage, Andre Woolfolk, Damian 
Mackey and Josh Norman — all juniors except Norman, a 
senior. 

Savage, one of the team’s fastest players with 4.39 speed 
in the 40, led in receptions, with 48 for 598 yards and three 
touchdowns, to earn second-team all-conference recognition 
from the coaches. Fagan was close behind, with 40 catches 
for 567 yards and a school-record seven touchdowns. 

Through the first five games, he had only nine receptions 
for 163 yards and no touchdowns. 

Woolfolk and Norman caught 70 passes between them, 
and Mackey caught 26 pass- 
es as a part-time starter. 
BY Senior tight end Trent Smith 

caught 29 passes for 310 
}yards and three touch- 
downs, and junior F-back 
Quentin Griffin caught 45 
passes, in addition to rush- 
ing for 783 yards and 16 
scores. 

Redshirted freshman 
Jerad Estus, who figures to 
back-up Griffin, also played 
well in the spring. 

All-conference __ tackle 
Frank Romero and guards 
Mike Skinner and Howard 
Duncan are returning 
jstarters in a line that 
allowed an average of only 
one sack per 40 passing 
attempts. 

Punter Jeff Ferguson and 
place-kicker Tim Duncan, 
both of them all-conference 
candidates, provide an edge 
in the kicking game. 
Ferguson led the conference and ranked seventh in the 
nation, averaging 43.9 yards, one-tenth of a yard better than 
Nebraska’s Dan Hadenfeldt, while Duncan set a school 
record by scoring 98 points, making 13-of-21 field goals and 
59-of-60 extra-point kicks. 

Bob Stoops has resuscitated the Sooner Magic with 
which Nebraska fans were all-too-familiar from the mid- 
1970s through the 1980s. And he’s done it with a passing 
offense that seems unorthodox when compared to 
Oklahoma's option tradition of the Barry Switzer era. 

But the former defensive coordinator at Kansas State and 
Florida also has done it with the kind of swift defense that 
once frustrated the Cornhuskers on an annual basis. 

Heupel completed 20-of-34 passes for 300 yards and one 
touchdown against Nebraska last season. Those are impres- 
sive numbers, to be sure. But the Cornhuskers rushed for a 
season-low 195 yards and scored just 14 points, less than 
half of their season’s average, 41.5. 

Those numbers should have erased any doubt that 
Oklahoma was back. “I've said all along that we never had 
a date when we'd be_in this position,” Stoops said after- 
ward. 

But the OU coach said from the beginning that he expect- 
ed it, later... or Sooner. @ 
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Quentin Griffin showed his ver- 
satility as a sophomore, rush- 
ing 189 times for 783 yards and 
catching 45 passes for 406 
yards. 


WR ‘Andre Woolfolk 6-0 175 Jr. Cory Heinecke 6-1 242 Sr. 

2 ackéy 5-11 185 Jn ‘Marcus Chretien 64 245 Jr. 

\T Frank Roment 6-4 286 Sr. DT Chike Ozumba 6-3 278 Jr. 

Trevor Nutt 6-3 265 Sr ‘Barry Holleyman 6-4 284 Sr. 

LG Josh Tucker 6-3 250 So. OT Kory Klein 6-2 270 So. 
| Cliff Takawana ‘6-3 300 Fr. Jamal Brown: ‘6-6 310. Fr 
ic Howard Duncan 6-3 299 Sr. DE Dan Cody 6-4 230 So. 
ost Smith) ‘G1 281 Jr _ RonbroseJones 6-2 225 Fr 

RG Mike Skinner 6-4 298 Jr. SLB Brandon Moore 6&1 232 Sr. 
Will Mathis: 6-5 303 Sr Brian dimmerson 6-2 228 So. 

RT Wes Sims 6-5 310 Fr. MLB Teddy Lehman 6-1 232 So. 
Clint Werth 6-6 275 Jr of Jimmy Wilkerson 6-4 230 So, 

TE Trent Smith 6-5 229 Jr. WLB Rocky Calmus 6-3 234 Sr. 

\ Lance’Donley 6-4). 225 9So, ) Teddy Lehman 6-1 232 So. 

QB Nate Hyb! 6-3 217 Jr. LCB Jarvis Smith 5-9 170 So. 

‘Jason White ——6-2-220 So. _ Darran Stephens 63 185 Fr 

FB Quentin Griffin 5-6 187 Jr. SS Roy Williams 6-0 221 Jr. 

Renaldo WorkS = 6-7 208 So. =——sTerrance Sims = 6-1-1185 Jn 

HB - Jamar Mozee 5-10 216 So. FS Brandon Everage 5-11 192 So. 
Joremy Hess = 6-2 -237 Jr Brandon Shelby = 5-10 182 Fr. 


PROJECTED 
2001 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

The Sooners have arguably 
the best group of receivers in the 
country, led by juniors Curtis 
Fagan and Antwone Savage. 
Defensively, the linebackers are potentially outstanding 
and the secondary is solid. 


QUESTION MARKS 

The starting quarterback, whether junior Nate Hybl 
or sophomore Jason White, will be inexperienced, as 
will some of the talented young players on whom the 
Sooners must rely defensively. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKERS 

Rover Roy Williams is a play-maker in the secondary, 
and an All-America candidate, as is 
linebacker Rusty Calmus, who again 
will anchor the defense with his 
steady play. 


2000 RECORD: 1 


Texas-El! Paso 
Arkansas State 


PUSHING HYBL Rice 
Although Hybl is the likely succes- 
sor to Josh Heupel at quarterback, 
White, who walked on from tiny 
Tuttle, Okla., played well enough dur- 
ing spring practice that the competi- 
tion for the starting job apparently will @ Oklahoma St. 
continue in the fall. Kansas St.% 

In spring scrimmages, Hyb! (pro- Florida St.& 
nounced Hibble) completed 79-of-128 & 
passes for 760 yards and six touch- 
downs. White completed 64-of-97 for 698 yards and 
seven touchdowns. 


NEBRASKA NATIVE 

Jerry Schmidt, a 1986 University of Nebraska grad- 
uate from Harvard, Neb., has played a significant role in 
Oklahoma’s turnaround. Schmidt, a strength and condi- 
tioning coach at Nebraska as well as at Notre Dame, 
Oklahoma State and Florida, is the Sooners’ director of 
sports enhancement. 


TENTATIVE DEPTH CHART) 


Kansas 
Texas# 

@ Kansas St. 
Nebraska 

@ Baylor 

@ Texas A&M 
Texas Tech 


WR Curtis Fagan 6-0 175 Jr. RCB Derrick Strait 5-11 194 So. 


_ Anitwone Savage 6-0 190 Ur == Antonio Perkins 6-0 178 Fr 
Gas Tim ae 6-2 198 Sr. P Jeff Ferguson 5-10 190 Sr. 


With starting expetien ein bold | = — ~- ”. - 4 
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CONFERENCE FINISH: 


3-0 
Ee) 


W, 55-14 
W, 45-7 
W, 42-14 
W, 34-16 
W, 63-14 
W, 41-31 
W, 31-10 
W, 56-7 
W, 35-31 
W, 27-13 
W, 12-7 
W, 27-24 
W, 13-2 


TEXAS 


he ascent to the summit of college football is a difficult 

journey. Only the elite programs are able to blend the 

proper amount of talent, coaching and good fortune 

that is required to undertake the mission of competing 
for a chance at a national championship. 

Texas is one such team armed with the necessary ele- 
ments to reach the rarified air reserved for championship 
contenders. 

Since winning back-to-back national titles in 1969 and 
1970, Texas has tried in vain 
to get back to its once-perma- 
nent home among the heavy- 
weights that dot the national 
landscape. Thirty-one years 
later, Mack Brown has his 
Longhorns back in national 
prominence and in prime 
position for another run 
toward history. 

One of a select few 
Division I-A schools current- 
ly riding a streak of three 
consecutive nine-win sea- 
sons, the Longhorns closed 
out the 2000 campaign 
ranked 12th in the country, 
their highest season-ending 
ranking since 1983. 

“The program is growing 
at the pace we'd hoped it 
would when we came here 
three years ago,” Brown said. 
“Each year we have devel- 
oped more depth and experi- 
ence.” 

Depth and experience is 
evident across the board for 
the Longhorns, who, despite 
losing three players in the 
first two rounds of the 2001 
NFL Draft, are able to reload 
every year from a talent pool 
deeper than the Pacific Ocean. 

Two of the most gaping 
holes were left by man-mountains Casey Hampton and 
Shaun Rogers at defensive tackle. Ready to step into one 
spot is sophomore Marcus Tubbs, who saw extensive play- 
ing time a season ago when Rogers was sidelined with an 
ankle injury. Tubbs made great strides as a freshman, fin- 
ishing with 5.5 sacks and 37 tackles, including 10 for losses. 
His development will critical, as will that of sophomore 
Adam Doiron and redshirt freshman Stevie Lee, who will 
also battle for playing time at the tackle position. 

“Overall I think we are better in the front than we've 
been from top to bottom,” said Texas defensive coordinator 
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Chris Simms led the Longhorns to blowout wins over Kansas 
and Texas A&M after Major Applewhite was injured. 


Carl Reese. “I’m optimistic that we're going to develop and 
continue to improve on the defensive line.” 

Two reasons for Reese’s optimism are junior Cory 
Redding and sophomore Kalen Thornton. The starters at 
defensive end, the pair combined for 10 sacks and 42 quar- 
terback pressures as both players firmly established them- 
selves as superstars in the making. 

The cupboard is also full at linebacker, where all three 
starters return from a year ago. D.D. Lewis, a three-year 
starter, is the leader of the 
senior trio. Lewis is a dis- 
ruptive force in the middle 
and is ably aided by the 
starters on the outside, 
Everick Rawls and Tyrone 
Jones. Junior OJ. 
McClintock is a former high 
school quarterback who has 
found a home at linebacker 
and is the Longhorns’ top 
backup. 

Texas received a big boost 
when senior cornerback 
Quentin Jammer announced 
that he would delay the start 
of his pro career and return 
to Austin for his senior sea- 
son. Widely regarded as one 
of the nation’s top cover cor- 
ners, Jammer led the Big 12 
with 23 passes defended 
and four forced fumbles in 
2000. 

Although Jammer gener- 
ates most of the headlines, 
junior Roderick Babers is the 
unsung star on the opposite 
corner. Sophomore free 
safety Dakarai Pearson, a 
second-team freshman All- 
America selection after pick- 
ing off three passes, was a 
pleasant surprise last season. 
He and senior strong safety 
Lee Jackson round out the secondary, which also includes 
sophomore cornerback Nathan Vasher, an explosive player 
with a high-octane motor. 

High-octane is an understatement when it comes to the 
Longhorn offense. Nine starters are back from a group that 
ranked 14th in the nation by compiling 439 yards of offense 
per contest. The two starters that Texas must replace, tack- 
le Leonard Davis, the second overall selection by the 
Arizona Cardinals this past April, and tailback Hodges 
Mitchell, are big losses. Those losses, however, will be min- 
imized by the expansive reservoir of talent that Mack Brown 


has at his disposal. 

Stepping in to replace the gargantuan shoes of Davis will 
likely be junior Robbie Doane. At 6-foot-6, 305 pounds, 
Doane has the talent and work ethic to go along with his 
size. Among the other starters are three productive seniors, 
center Matt Anderson, guard Antwan Kirk-Hughes and 
tackle Mike Williams. Mammoth junior Derrick Dockery 
occupies the other guard position. As if Texas doesn’t have 
enough big bodies up front, the Longhorns signed seven 
offensive linemen that measure in at an average 6-6, 302 
pounds in their most recent recruiting class. 

The offensive line will be paving holes for a new starting 
tailback in 2001. The leading candidate for that job hasn’t 
even arrived in Austin yet. Incoming freshman Cedric 
Benson, who has drawn comparisons to Emmitt Smith due 
to his combination of speed and power, will get an opportu- 
nity to win the job this fall. The other leading candidate is 
junior Victor Ike, a speedy runner who ranked 13th nation- 
ally in kickoff returns with 
a 24.8-yard average. 
Junior Kenny Hayter, 
sophomore Ivan Williams 
and redshirt freshman 
Sneezy Beltran will also 
figure into the mix. 

The situation is more 
concrete at receiver. B,J. 
Johnson and Roy Williams 
erupted for a combined 81 
catches, 1,507 yards and 11 
touchdowns as true fresh- 
men last season. In addi- 
tion, sophomore Sloan 
Thomas contributed to the 
vertical passing game with 
his team-leading 23.1-yard 
average per catch. Senior 
speedster Montrell Flow- 
ers and redshirt freshman 
Tony Jeffery will also see 
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Senior Quentin Jammer is 
regarded as one of the nation’s 
top cover corners. 


their share of playing time. 

Texas also welcomes back sophomore tight ends Brock 
Edwards and Bo Scaife, two big-play targets who will be 
returning from injuries this season. 

Who will be launching the passes to all of these talented 
receivers, you ask? 

Senior Major Applewhite is back for his senior season, 
but the Longhorns’ career passing leader will likely find 
himself playing a backup role to junior Chris Simms this 
fall. Simms made his claim for the top spot late in the sea- 
son, leading the Longhorns to blowout wins over Kansas 
and Texas A&M after Applewhite went down with his sec- 
ond knee injury in less than a year. Now healthy, 
Applewhite will see extensive playing time, but the job 
appears to belong to Simms. Texas also can’t wait to take 
the wraps off of redshirt freshman Chance Mock, the heir 
apparent when Simms graduates. 

Just about the only area where the Longhorns need help 
is at kicker, where redshirt freshman Matt McFadden must 
replace Kris Stockton, the most accurate field goal kicker in 
school history. McFadden has a strong leg, but looked 
shaky during the spring. 

The Longhorns hope that McFadden can develop the 
type of consistency that has been the hallmark of the Texas 
program since Mack Brown arrived in Austin, It is that con- 
sistency that the Longhorns hope to ride to their first nation- 
al title in 31 years. g — By Shawn Heilbron 
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PROJECTED 
2001 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

It is hard to find an area that 
isn't a strength for Texas, but the i 
quarterback position features US ON 
arguably the top tandem in the country with Chris 
Simms and Major Applewhite. The offensive tackle, 
defensive end and receiver positions are also loaded with 
excellent young players who play like veterans. 


QUESTION MARK 

The only concern for the Longhorns is at kicker, where 
the job is Matt McFadden’s to lose. The redshirt fresh- 
man’s hold on the position is tenuous at best after an 
inconsistent spring. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

Quentin Jammer would have 
been a sure-fire first-round NFL 
draftee, but his decision to remain in 
Austin for a final season was huge for 
Texas. With a name that fits his play- 
ing style, Jammer makes plays all 
over the field, and his impact on the 
game is immeasurable because he 
changes the way opposing quarter- 
backs approach the passing game. 


2000 RECORD: 9-3 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 7-1 


La. Lafayette 
@ Stanford 
Houston 
Oklahoma St. 


Ne FNN BN WNL> Oo 
oof San 


GV2Z2220000NNNN 
Oop= 


Oregon& 


THREE NINES 

Texas’ current string of three consecutive nine-victory 
campaigns is its best since 1981-83 and its 27 wins under 
Mack Brown are the most in a three-year stretch since 
that same period. 


DEFENSE, DEFENSE 

The Longhorns ranked seventh nationally in total 
defense in 2000, limiting opponents to just 278.3 yards 
per game, the fewest yards allowed since 1983. 


DEPTHIC 


FL B.J. Johnson 64 6-5 260 Jr. 


LT Robbie Doane 6-4 260 So. 


C Matt Anderson 


RG Antwon K.Hughes 6-3 


i 5 Dakarai Pearson 5-10 180 So. 
canny H ‘ f Phillip Geiggar §-11 205 So 
RB Matt Trissel 6-0 235 Jr SS Lee Jackson 6-3 205 Sr. 


SE Roy Williams 65 210 So. CB Roderick Babers 5-10 183 Jr. 
PK Matt McFadden 5-11 180 Fr. P Brian Bradford 62 215 Jr 


5-11 195 
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TEXAS TECH 
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rior to last season, Kliff Kingsbury was a sophomore 
quarterback trying to make a name for himself. 
His introduction didn’t take long. 
All he did was catapult to the top of the Red 
Raider record book in nearly every passing category in exis- 
tence and lead the Red Raiders to a 7-6 record and berth in 
the galleryfurniture.com Bowl. His 3,418 yards, 21 touch- 
down strikes and 284.8 yards per game led the Big 12. 

With a full season in Coach Mike Leach’s pass-happy 
offense under his belt, those 
numbers should vastly 
improve in 2001, which is a 
scary thought for defensive 
backs everywhere. 

“We have a lot of 
weapons,” Kingsbury said. 
“We're also more comfort- 
able in the offense. We’re 
seeing it the second time 
through, and I’m seeing lit- 
tle things I didn’t see earli- 
er.” 

Although Tim Baker and 
Derek Dorris, who together 
hauled in 125 of 
Kingsbury’s 362 comple- 
tions, must be replaced, 
plenty of capable hands are 
primed to pluck the pigskin 
from the air in 2001. 

Two of the most talked- 
about hands in Lubbock 
belong to junior college 
transfer Anton Paige, who 
collected 1,237 yards and 18 
touchdowns on 64 catches a 
season ago at Northwest 
Mississippi Community 
College. At 6-foot-5, Paige 
is an enormous target who 
will cause nightmares for 
smaller cornerbacks. He also 
moves extremely well for a 
player his size, and he is 
looking forward to a big sea- 
son after arriving at Tech in time to participate in spring 
drills. 

“Tm just having a fun time,” Paige said. “It’s exciting. 
The tempo is up there.” 

The likely starter opposite Paige on the outside is speedy 
sophomore Carlos Francis. Another player to keep an eye 
on is sophomore Mickey Peters, a skilled inside receiver 
who will be relied upon to force defensive backs to cover 
the middle of the field so that Paige will have an opportu- 
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pleted 61.8 percent. 
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Kliff Kingsbury rewrote the Tech passing records as a sopho- 
more, throwing for 3,418 yards and 21 touchdowns. He com- 


nity to roam freely on the outside. 

The leading returning receiver is tailback Ricky 
Williams, the embodiment of perseverance after fighting 
back from a debilitating knee injury that decimated his 1999 
season to lead all Big 12 running backs with 52 receptions. 
With the running game taking a back seat in the pass- 
focused offense, Williams was extremely effective as a 
receiver coming out of the backfield and will look to reprise 
that role in his final campaign. 

Williams did finish the 
year as the team’s leading 
ground gainer with 421 
yards, and with his motivat- 
ed performance during 
spring workouts, the fifth- 
year senior proved that he 
still has the game-breaking 
ability that he possessed 
prior to his injury. 

“T feel a whole lot better,” 
Williams said. “’My per- 
formance this spring has 
been a whole lot better than 
it has been. My coaches can 
tell, and my knee is doing 
really good. I’m glad I came 
back. I wanted to leave this 
campus on a good note 
instead of a bad note.” 

Complementing the 
perimeter-oriented style of 
Williams is sophomore Foy 
Munlin, a powerful runner 
who gives Tech coaches an 
inside option in short- 
yardage or goal-line situa- 
tions. 

Although Tech's backfield 
depth took a hit with the 
transfer of Shaud Williams, 
the Big 12 Offensive 
Newcomer of the Year as a 
freshman in 1999, help is on 
the way in the form of junior 
college transfer Loliki Bongo- 
Wanga. In addition, sophomore H-back Wes Welker, who 
burst onto the scene by returning two punts for touch- 
downs a year ago, should see his role in the offense expand. 

Last season, the offensive line was a relatively inexperi- 
enced unit that was forced to adapt to new pass protection 
schemes. The reviews were mostly favorable, although 
there is room for improvement as evidenced by the 30 sacks 
allowed. Two players who should ensure a reduction in 
that number are tackles Rex Richards and Paul Erickson 
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Sculpted by award-winning doll artist Susan 
Wakeen, Nebraska’s® “biggest” booster is 
adorably lifelike. Molly’s head, lower arms and 
legs are meticulously crafted of fine porcelain 
and her features are artfully painted by hand, 
from her delicate lashes to the rosy blush 
warming her cheeks. 

Molly is brimming with team spirit! Her 
winning cheerleader outfit is tailored by hand 
and sports the official school colors and 
authentic Nebraska logo. In each tiny hand, 
she holds an oversized red and white pom- 
pom — so she can cheer just like the real 
cheerleaders! 


Molly is officially authorized by the 
University of Nebraska and available exclu- 
sively from the Danbury Mint. She can 
be yours for just $99, payable in 
four installments of only $24.75 
(plus a total of $10 for shipping 
™\ and handling). Your satisfaction is 
| guaranteed. Send no money now. 


>. > 


a | Simply return the Reservation 
Application today! 
a es 
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' . . . 
10" tall when seated. YES! Please reserve Molly for me as described in this announcement. 


i Name 
’ (Please print clearly.) 
2 Address = 
47 Richards Avenue iy stare = 2 
Norwalk, Connecticut 06857 , Signature 


{All orders subject to acceptance.) 
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One day she hopes to cheer 
at Memorial Stadium! 
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“Molly's” going to her very first 


FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 456 NORWALK, CT = - University of Nebraska football 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE Later] game! Her mommy and daddy are Nebrask. 
alums, so they all watch the games on TV 
THE DANBURY MINT Sear as and cheer their team on to victory. Now, 
47 RICHARDS AVENUE EE they're off to see the real thing at Memorial 
PO BOX 5265 =a Stadium — with “Molly” wearing the 
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special cheerleader outfit Mommy made 
for this big event! 
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and center Toby Cecil, the standouts of what is arguably 
one of the most technically sound group in the Big 12. 
Unfortunately, all three players missed spring practice with 
injuries but will be ready to go by the time fall workouts 
commence. 

When the Red Raiders do begin fall practice, they will 
face the prospect of adding seven new starters to a defense 
that led the nation with three shutout wins in 2000. 

A promising fact is that one of the four returning starters 
is junior linebacker Lawrence Flugence, who emerged from 
virtual obscurity last season to become the Big 12’s leading 
tackler with 156 stops. He will start in the middle along 


with Rusty Bucy and Jonathan Hawkins, who was granted 
a sixth season of eligibility after breaking his ankle in Tech’s 
second game a year ago. 


This season’s projected 
starters at defensive tack- 
le, juniors Lamont 
Anderson and_ Robert 
} Wyatt, both spent the 
spring recovering from 
injuries. A broken leg 
caused Anderson to miss 
nine games last season 
although his recovery 
enabled him to participate 
in non-contact drills dur- 
ing the spring. Wyatt has 
had two surgeries on his 
knee since the end of last 
season, which forced 
sophomore Beau Radney’s 
move from the offensive 
line to provide depth. 
Manning the end spots 
will be juniors Aaron Hunt 
and Josh Ratliff, both of 
whom are excellent pass- 
rushers, 

In the secondary, only 
senior safety Kevin Curtis 
is back from a foursome that led the Big 12 in pass defense 
a season ago. Curtis led all Big 12 defensive backs with 121 
tackles, and will be counted upon to provide similar num- 
bers as the most experienced member of the secondary. 

The competition at free safety is between senior Paul 
McClendon and sophomore Byron Johnson, with Johnson 
holding a slight edge after impressing Tech coaches during 
the spring. 

“He moved up to our first team because we thought he 
did a good job of tackling and making plays,” said Dave 
Brown, Texas Tech defensive backs coach. 

Although the new starters at cornerback, senior Ronald 
Ross and sophomore Eric Cooper, won jobs during the 
spring, they will have to ward of several challengers this 
fall. Senior C.J. Johnson and junior college transfer Ricky 
Sailor will both get looks as the Red Raiders creep closer to 
their Sept. 8 opener against New Mexico. 

Another major hole that must be filled is at kicker, where 
four players are vying to replace the departed Chris 
Birkholz. The frontrunner is sophomore Wich Brenner, 
although he missed the entire spring due to injury. 

Leach and the Red Raiders hope that whoever ends up 
as the kicker, his primary role will be to boot extra points. 
With an offense that makes the scoreboard smolder, that 
will likely be the case. ml — By Shawn Heilbron 
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Senior tailback Ricky Williams, 
who led Tech in rushing with 
421 yards, caught 52 passes for 
228 yards. 


_ PROJECTED 
2001 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

Tech's receivers are the keys 
to the offense, and it is no sur- 
prise that the Red Raiders are 
loaded at that position. Anton Paige and Carlos 
Francis lead a group that is extremely deep and very tal- 
ented. 


QUESTION MARKS 
Who will step up on the defensive line to replace 
standouts Kris Kocurek and Devin Lemons, who com- 
_ bined for 164 tackles and seven sacks last season? If 
_ Richard Wyatt can recover from knee surgery, he could 
be an impact player. Until the fall, that remains a big “if.” 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

Only a junior, Kliff Kingsbury has 
the physical and mental tools to 
become one of the top quarterbacks in 
the country. Kingsbury spent most of IRM 


H H i $2 Utah State 
last season in a learning mode and is ea PuNeieK Taree 


2000 RECORD: 7-6 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 3-5 

W, 24-3 
W, 38-16 
W, 13-7 


poised for a monster year in 2001. $16 La,-Lafayette W, 26-0 
$30 @ Texas A&M L, 33-15 
FAST STARTER 07 Baylor W, 28-0 


014 Nebraska 
Lawrence Flugence led the Red @ Kansas St. 


Raiders and the Big 12 with 156 total @ Kansas 
tackles in 12 games as a sophomore. Texas 

He recorded 10 tackles for loss and a Puahee 
four sacks in his first season starting East Carolina& 
on defense. 


SECONDARY LEADER 

Former Seattle Seahawk assistant coach Dave 
Brown was named as Texas Tech secondary coach. 
Brown replaced Brian Norwood, who left the school to 
accept a similar position with Penn State. 

Brown, who played professionally for 16 seasons, 
began his coaching career with the Seattle Seahawks in 
1992 and coached there until 1998. During his final four 
years with the team, Brown served as defensive backs 
coach under current Texas Tech defensive coordinator 
Greg McMackin. 


L, 56-3 
L, 28-23 
W, 45-39 
L, 29-17 
W, 58-0 
L, 27-13 
L, 40-27 


LG Matt Heider 


fe Toby Cecil 6-4 25 So, SLB RG Bucy 


5-10 188 


5-9 185 So (briag 
5-9 170 Jr. Clayton Knellinger 5-9 170 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 97 


AGGIES 


hroughout the 1990s, Texas A&M became one of the 

most successful teams in the nation — in winning per- 

centage, overall victories and bowl appearances — 

largely without a consistent passing game. If polled, 
most A&M fans would tell you that is what prevented the 
Aggies from winning the biggest of the big games and truly 
ascending among the nation’s elite. 

A&M fans would have given just about anything during 
the past decade for a steady, strong-armed quarterback. 

Maybe now, after all 
these years, the Aggies have 
found the answer in 26-year- 
old junior Mark Farris, who 
in his first season as a starter 
became the most prolific sin- 
gle-season passer in school 
history with 2,551 yards. 
The former minor league 
baseball player also finished 
No. 2 in A&M history in sea- 
son completions, attempts 
and completion percentage. 

But here’s the painful 
irony for A&M: The Aggies 
may have found the answer 
at quarterback, but they 
have lost the playmakers at 
the traditionally strong posi- 
tions. 

A&M's bread and butter 
has long been stars at run- 
ning back and outside line- 
backer. Check the 2001 ros- 
ter. There doesn’t appear to 
be anybody who meets the 
“star” description at those 
positions. 

Solid and promising 
players, sure. But stars? Real 
difference-makers? 

Probably not. In fact, that 
seems to be a_ problem 
throughout the team. The 
Aggies lost their top three 
playmakers from a year ago — wide receiver Robert 
Ferguson, fullback Ja’Mar Toombs and outside linebacker 
Jason Glenn. While there are few glaring weaknesses on the 
roster, there are also very few all-star candidates to comple- 
ment Farris. 

“We're not a team that’s going to dazzle anybody with 
our talent level,” A&M Coach R.C. Slocum said. “But I do 
think there’s enough talent there if we can keep guys 
healthy. If we get everybody hitting on the same cylinder 
and have a little luck in keeping guys healthy, then we can 
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TEXAS A&M 


All-America candidate Seth McKinney anchors the offensive line, 
where three starters return. 


have a pretty good team. Anything short of that, and we're 
not going to be a real good team.” 

They didn’t finish last year like a real good team. After 
losing a heartbreaker at home against No. 1 Oklahoma (35- 
31), A&M closed the season by being blown out by Texas 
and blowing a big lead against Mississippi State in the 
Independence Bowl. 

As a result, A&M ended last season by losing three 
straight games for the first time since 1970. With a 7-5 
record, the Aggies also 
finished outside the AP 
Top 25 for just the second 
time in Slocum’s tenure as 
head coach. 

Still, the Aggies believe 
— or have convinced 
themselves — that 2001 
will be dramatically bet- 
ter. They point to 
Oklahoma as proof that it 
can be turned around 
immediately. 

After all, the last Big 12 
team that finished 7-5 
with a two-point loss in 
the Independence Bowl 
was Oklahoma in 1999. 
The Sooners won the 
national championship 
the following season. 

A&M isn’t guarantee- 
ing it will duplicate OU’s 
remarkable feat. But it’s a 
source of motivation. 

“Who's to say we can’t 
be the next (Oklahoma)?” 
A&M junior inside line- 
backer Brian Gamble 
asked.” They just decided 
they were in it for the long 
haul, they knew they 
could take it all the way. 
They knew they had the 
talent, they believed in the 
coaches, they believed in their system. 

“There was a lot of luck along the way. But college foot- 
ball is a crazy game. Anything can happen. We have to start 
preparing that way, preparing for anything that happens 
down the road. If luck comes our way, then we could be that 
next team to win the national championship.” 

Perhaps, but the schedule suggests it could be just anoth- 
er long season. During a five-week stretch beginning in mid- 
October, the Aggies play at Colorado, at Kansas State, at 
Texas Tech and at Oklahoma.Since 1995, A&M is a combined 


2-6 at those road destinations. 

Most importantly, the Aggies must develop some play- 
makers, especially at wide receiver.Last year, Ferguson, who 
led the Big 12 in receiving, and Toombs, who led the Aggies 
with 14 touchdowns, were the mainstays of the A&M attack. 
In fact, the duo combined to score 63 percent of A&M’s 
touchdowns last year. 

“We'd love to have those guys back, but that’s not the 
case," said Farris. “So, we need some of the younger, less 
experienced guys to step forward. We'll have to spread the 
ball around to different receivers instead of relying so much 
on a guy like Ferguson, but if guys like Bethel Johnson, 
Mickey Jones and Dwain Goynes step up, it can make us 
even more balanced and dangerous.” 

The most intriguing receiver is Goynes, a terrific athlete 
with blazing speed. Until 
this past spring, however, 
Goynes had always been 
more of a sprinter than a 
football player. But his 
impressive work in the 
spring is possibly an indi- 
cation that he could be 
emerging as a difference- 
maker the Aggies desper- 
ately need. 

The Aggies also need 
bigger plays from their tail- 
backs. For a school that has 
produced breakaway 
threats such as Leeland 
Pa) McElroy, Rodney Thomas, 
Greg Hill and Darren 
Lewis, it’s rather amazing 
that the last time an A&M 
ete tailback scored on a run of 
Mark Farris passed for a school- more than 30 yards was 


record 2,551 yards in his first 1998, 
season as a starter. Sophomore _ Richard 
Whitaker and redshirt 


freshman Keith Joseph have the potential to make big plays 
at tailback, but they have yet to do it on game day. 

The offensive line, anchored by All-American candidate 
Seth McKinney at center, returns three of five starters froma 
unit that was one of the surprises of last season, especially 
in its ability to protect Farris. It could be an even better unit 
this year. But are the tailbacks good enough to take advan- 
tage of it? 

The other major concern for A&M involves a position 
that has usually been its No. 1 strength: linebacker. Gamble 
is very solid in the middle, but there aren’t the typically 
dominant rush linebackers along side of him. 

The good news for the A&M defense is that there are 
some potential stars virtually everywhere else. Junior defen- 
sive backs Sammy Davis at one corner and Terrence Kiel at 
strong safety are all-conference candidates, while sopho- 
more cornerback Sean Weston is coming off a solid fresh- 
man season, 

Up front, junior Ty Warren could be the most dominant 
defensive lineman the Aggies have seen since Sam Adams. 
Even with the loss of two starters from last year, the defen- 
sive front could be the strength of the team, especially if sen- 
ior Rocky Bernard returns to top form after missing last year 
with a serious knee injury. 

Still, this team seems to have more questions than an 
inquisitive 3-year-old. ™ — By Rusty Burson 


LG 


i 


| v st | eee. d = 


LT pans alt earar 


PROJECTED 
2001 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

The Aggies’ secondary is 
extremely solid, and the defen- 
sive line can hold its own with 
anybody in the Big 12. The offen- 
sive line, anchored by outstanding center 
McKinney, is also solid. 


QUESTION MARKS 

The receivers and the outside linebackers are certain- 
ly the biggest question marks. A&M's defensive reputa- 
tion was built around dominant rush outside linebackers, 
but there may not be one this year. And there is certainly 
not another Robert Ferguson about to emerge at wide 
receiver. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

Perhaps the most proven one on 
the roster is quarterback Mark Farris, 
who has a steady hand to go along 
with his quick release and rifle arm. As 
most first-year quarterbacks do, Farris 
made some mistakes last year. But 
with a year’s seasoning, he should be 
exceptional in 2001. 


COACHING CHANGES 

R.C. Slocum’s staff will include 
three new faces — assistant head 
coach/wide receivers Kevin Sumlin 
from Purdue, offensive coordinator 
Dino Babers from Arizona and running backs coach 
Ken Rucker from Alabama. A&M assistant head coach 
Larry Kirksey moved on to the Detroit Lions as wide 
receivers coach. Former offensive coordinator Steve 
Kragthorpe will coach quarterbacks for the Buffalo Bills. 
Running backs coach Pete Hoener left the Aggies to 
become tight ends coach of the Arizona Cardinals. 

“One of my main responsibilities is to make certain 
our players have quality coaching,” Slocum said. “From 
the interest shown in these men, | think the level of 
respect for A&M's coaching staff is apparent.” 
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irtually every team has at least one per year. It’s that 

defining moment, the big game that can make or 

break a season, producing either confidence through- 
out the roster or self-doubts. 

For the Oklahoma State Cowboys, that game could be 
the opener at Southern Mississippi on Sept. 1 in 
Hattiesburg. The Golden Eagles have won _ three 
Conference USA titles in the last five years and made four 
straight bowl appearances — consistency the Cowboys 
long to achieve. 

And, of course, it was 
Southern Miss which 
spoiled OSU’s 2-0 start last 
year and began a seven- 
game losing streak that 
eventually cost Bob 
Simmons his job as head 
coach. Revenge would be 
sweet for the Cowboys, but 
it probably wouldn't be as 
important to OSU as the 
confidence a win over USM 
would produce. 

The Cowboys, under the 
direction of first-year head 
coach Les Miles, need 
something to make them 
feel good about themselves. 
Or to put it more accurately, 
they desperately need a sig- 
nificant win. 

“T like our talent,” said 
Miles, who spent the last 
three seasons as an assistant 
coach with the Dallas 
Cowboys. “What will be 
interesting to see is where 
our confidence level is. If 
we could get off to a good 
start and gain some confi- 
dence, it could be a really 
fun year.” 


O-Stote Sposts Report 


for the Cowboys was proba- 
bly 1997, when Miles was serving as the OSU offensive 
coordinator. OSU went 8-4 that season and earned an 
Alamo Bowl bid. And under Miles’ direction, the ‘97 
Cowboys scored 332 points, the third-most in school histo- 
ry. In comparison, OSU scored just 202 points last year in a 
3-8 season. 

Since Miles left for Dallas, the OSU Cowboys have gone 
5-6, 5-6 and 3-8. And aside from beating a bad Oklahoma 
team in 1998, perhaps the only significant win during the 
last three years was a victory over Mississippi State on 
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COWBOYS 


Aso Pogi broke the OSU freshman passing record despite 
seeing limited action in the first four games. He passed for 
The last really fun year 300 or more yards in back-to-back games. 


Sept. 19, 1998. 

Quite simply, the Cowboys need another feel-good win. 
Beating teams like Baylor, Tulsa, Southwest Texas and 
Louisiana-Lafayette doesn’t produce the confidence need- 
ed to get on a major roll. Beating Southern Miss, on the 
other hand, just might do it. 

A victory over the Eagles could help the Cowboys start 
at 3-0 and have the inside track at earning their first bowl 
appearance since Miles left. And that’s exactly Miles’ goal 
in his first season as head 
coach. 

“For me to say, we'll defi- 
nitely win so many games 
might be inappropriate right 
now,” Miles says. “But I can 
tell you this: We'll improve, 
and we’re planning on being 
some place warm around 
Christmas time.” 

Miles is certainly not 
devoid of talent. In fact, he has 
a pair of potential stars in line- 
backer Dwayne Levels and 
quarterback Aso Pogi. 

Pogi produced some rather 
remarkable numbers last year 
as a freshman, especially con- 
sidering the circumstances. 
Pogi broke the school’s fresh- 
man passing record last year 
despite seeing limited action in 
the season's first four games. 
But in his first two starts, he 
passed for more than 600 
yards, becoming the first OSU 
quarterback ever to pass for 
300 or more yards in back-to- 
back games. 

Pogi, also the Cowboys’ 
third-leading rusher, finished 
the year with 1,550 passing 
yards and came within inches 
of leading OSU to upset victo- 
ries over Texas A&M and 
Oklahoma. As long as he stays healthy, the Cowboys 
should be dangerous, especially with Miles’ innovative 
schemes back in place. 

“I think we are fortunate to have a great quarterback,” 
Miles said. “(Pogi) gives us a real building block, and I have 
been very impressed with what I have seen from him.” 

The Cowboys’ attack would probably be much more 
impressive if tailback Reggie White had not chosen to forgo 
his senior season for the NFL draft. White wasn’t even 
drafted, but his absence in the OSU lineup will be missed. 


Still, the OSU running attack should be solid behind one 
of the best offensive lines in the Big 12 and with the return 
of sophomore tailback Tatum Bell. Last year, Bell rushed 
for only 251 yards, but he averaged 5.1 yards per carry and 
electrified Lewis Field with a 60-yard touchdown run 
against Oklahoma. 

“We think we'll have a quality tailback,” Miles says. 
“Tatum Bell is probably the early leader with his great 
speed and elusiveness. But there are a number of guys, 
such as D,D. Cox, back there that have some ability to give 
us some quality snaps at tailback. We're not necessarily 
ready to say that we have exactly what we need at tailback, 
but we think we'll be fine.” 

Perhaps the biggest key to the OSU offense is at wide 
receiver. A year ago, 
Oklahoma State did not 
have a player ranked 
among the top 12 
receivers in the Big 12. But 
that could be different this 
year. 

OSU returns its top four 
wideouts from last year 
(Rashaun Woods, Willie 
Young, Gabe Lindsay and 
Terrance Davis-Bryant), 
and all have shown some 
big-play potential. But 
that foursome will be 
made even better by the 
arrival of big-play target 
John Lewis from Hinds 
(Miss.) Junior College. 
“We'll spread the ball 
around enough to make 
them all happy,” Miles 
said of his receivers. 

Of course, the biggest 
concern on the team is on 
the other side of the foot- 
ball, where Cowboys fin- 
ished last in the Big 12 and 
105th nationally in pass defense. 

Elbert Craig is a promising young defensive back, who 
registered 78 tackles last season. But the biggest help in the 
secondary could come from newcomers. Transfers Kobina 
Amoo and Chris Cole should start and immediately 
improve the play at cornerback. 

In the middle of the defense, Levels is a menacing, one- 
man tackling machine in the middle. Using his great speed 
and instincts, Levels led the Cowboys with 95 tackles in 
2000. His return gives the Cowboys a centerpiece to build 
around on defense. 

One of the major reasons OSU has hopes for a dramati- 
cally improved defense, however, has little to do with per- 
sonnel and more to do with the arrival of new coordinator 
Bill Clay. After all, he’s done it at more obscure places than 
Oklahoma State. 

Last year, for example, Clay’s Alabama-Birmingham 
defense finished 11th among Division I programs in total 
defense. The Blazers were ninth in scoring defense and 
sixth in rushing defense. 

And, of course, the return of Miles gives the Cowboys 
more reasons than ever to be optimistic. Perhaps as he did 
as offensive coordinator at OSU, Miles can once again 
prove that “Les” is more. ml — By Rusty Burson 


O'State Sports Report 
Sophomore Tatum Bell, the 


heir apparent to Reggie White, 
averaged 5.1 yards per carry 
and had a 60-yard touchdown 
run against Oklahoma. 


PROJECTED 
2001 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

With Les Miles running the 
show and Aso Pogi back under —_ 
center, Oklahoma State should D) SIOW 
be much, much better on 
offense. Tatum Bell is also an impressive young running 
back who could make a big impact. In the Orange-White 
spring scrimmage, Pogi finished 26-for-39 for 285 yards, 
and Bell had 14 rushes for 110 yards, including a 30-yard 
touchdown score. 

As usual, the OSU linebackers also look strong. 


QUESTION MARKS 

The secondary was terrible last year and must 
improve. Losing Juqua Thomas, Zac Warner and Zac 
Akin also takes a huge bite out of the OSU defensive 
front. The overall kicking game is also 
a concern. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKERS 

Offensively, it's Pogi, who proved 
last year that he is indeed the real 
deal. And he could be even better this 
year because of the progress of his 
returning receivers and the arrival of 
junior college receiver John Lewis. 
Defensively, Dwayne Levels could 
be one of the Big 12's best lineback- 
ers. 


HE’S BACK 

Mike Gundy, former OSU player and assistant 
coach, has returned to the Cowboy staff as assistant head 
coach and offensive coordinator. Gundy, who established 
career passing records as OSU's quarterback in the late 
1980s and served on the staffs of two former OSU coach- 
es, returns to Stillwater after coaching stints at Baylor 
and Maryland. 

As the starting quarterback from 1986 through 1989, 
Gundy helped guide the Cowboys to back-to-back 10-win 
seasons and bowl appearances in 1987 and 1988. 


2000 RECORD: 3-8 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 1-7 
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BAYLOR 
BEARS 


he road to respectability in the Big 12 has proven to be 

a long stretch of rocky terrain for the Baylor Bears. 

The last time Baylor won a conference game, Titanic 

was in the midst of breaking box office records and 
Jerry Springer was breaking the rules for television talk 
shows. 

Since a 31-24 victory over Kansas on Oct. 10, 1998, the 
Bears have played 21 straight conference games without 
recording a victory. Although a daunting Big 12 schedule 
looms ominously on the 
horizon for third-year coach 
Kevin Steele, he remains 
positive about the direction 
of the Baylor program 
despite his two-year record 
of 3-19. 

“I'm looking forward to a 
season of excitement,” Steele 
said. “We've got 13 seniors 
and 14 juniors and the rest 
are freshmen and sopho- 
mores. They are young, but 
they’re young with experi- 
ence. 

That experience includes 
a 2000 campaign that began 
with a 2-1 record and a glim- 
mer of hope before embark- 
ing upon a demoralizing 
eight-game losing streak to 
end the season. 

Victories over North 
Texas and South Florida 
were sandwiched around a 
loss to Minnesota, which 
proved to be painful in more 
ways than one. A blindside 
hit left Baylor quarterback 
Greg Cicero with a broken 
left collarbone that cost the 
Anaheim, Calif., native the 
remainder of his season and 


Baylor Sports information 


the offensive mix. Cicero's 

loss was a devastating blow to a young Baylor team that 
desperately needed his leadership on the field, as well as his 
accurate right arm. 

“Greg understands the x’s and o's very well,” Steele said. 
“What he brings is the knowledge of the game and the way 
he approaches it, his accuracy in throwing the football and 
the confidence that the team has in him.” 

Helping to ensure Cicero’s health this fall will be a 
restructured offensive line that has been bolstered by the 
addition of gargantuan junior college transfers Matt Bickel, 
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: BOM ¥ Senior free safety Samir Al-Samin (16) was the Bears’ fourth-lead- 
forced Steele to shuffle four ing tackler with 68 total stops and tied for the team lead with two 
different signal-callers into interceptions. He has started 17 games. 


Charles Bungert and Antoine Murphy, the smallest of the 
trio at 6-4 and 325 pounds. Those three will join senior 
standouts Joe Jackson, Greg Jerman and Jon Erickson to 
form a solid unit that should keep Cicero upright and open 
holes for a running game that averaged just 72.9 yards per 
game in 2000. 

Despite the loss of leading runner Darrell Bush, Steele is 
confident that a new star will emerge from among the trio of 
senior Melvin Barnett, junior Chedrick Ricks and sopho- 
more Jonathan Golden. If 
bruiser Derek Lagway, 
who missed all of last sea- 
son following a spring 
motorcycle injury, can 
return to 1999 form, 
Baylor could _ finally 
achieve some type of bal- 
anced offense that can 
sustain drives and put 
points on the board. 

Points were in short 
supply for the Bears a sea- 
son ago as evidenced by a 
horrific five-game skid in 
which the Bears were 
outscored 205-21, One 
source of — electricity 
Baylor is counting on to 
power its offense in 2001 
is junior receiver Reggie 
Newhouse. A playmaker 
with magnetic hands, 
Newhouse became the 
first Baylor receiver in 17 
years to snag at least 40 
passes and should flour- 
ish with Cicero back in 
the fold. 

Baylor's steadily 
improving fleet — of 
receivers also includes 
possession target Lanny 
O’Steen and _ Robert 
Quiroga, who spent his 
spring competing with the 
track team after hauling in three scoring passes as a true 
freshman. Redshirt freshmen John Martin and Marques 
Roberts will also contribute, with Roberts having the best 
shot to crack the starting lineup this fall. 

While Baylor needs to figure out ways to get the ball into 
the end zone, it must still answer the question of how to 
keep opponents out of it. 

The Bears finished dead last in total defense a year ago, 
allowing opponents to ring up 441.4 yards and just more 
than 36 points per game. In order to improve upon those 


numbers, Baylor will need to overcome inexperience and an 
overall lack of quality depth on the defensive side of the 
ball. 

In the secondary, the Bears will welcome back one of the 
Big 12’s biggest hitters but must replace both starting cor- 
nerbacks, including Gary Baxter, a second-round draft pick 
of the Baltimore Ravens. Junior Randy Davis and sopho- 
mores Bobby Hart and Eric Giddens are the leading candi- 
dates to start at corner. The leader of the defensive backfield 
is senior free safety Samir Al-Amin, who brings stability and 
a presence that will make receivers think twice before run- 
ning routes across the middle of the field. Competing for the 
starting spot at strong safety are senior Kyle Staudt and 
sophomore Derrick Cash. 

The youth movement is also evident at linebacker, where 
three sophomores are 
#) expected to start this fall, 
j including John Garrett, a 
6-1, 235-pounder who 
dominated during the 
spring at the middle line- 
backer position. He will be 
flanked by Anthony 
Simmons, who was third 
on the team with 71 stops a 
season ago, and Stephen 
Sepulveda. The Bears will 
also look for contributions 
from among the trio of jun- 
ior college transfer Greg 
Wade and redshirt fresh- 
men Michael Tolbert and 
Greg Wallace. 

Up front, the Bears are 
| stocked with undersized 
defensive linemen who 
managed just nine total 
sacks and surrendered a 
conference-worst 209 rush- 
ing yards per game a year 
ago. Adding to the cause 
will be three junior college transfers, A.C. Collier, Jason 
Geter and Shaun Jackson. All three are expected to step in 
this fall and compete for starting spots. 

The top returnee is junior Kevin Stevenson, a pass-rush- 
ing specialist who led Baylor with 11 quarterback hurries 
last season. 

“Kevin is playing now like a Big 12 player,” Steele said. 
“Plus, we've got help coming in this fall. I think we're going 
to see real improvement in our defensive line.” 

Steele also hopes to see improvement in his special 
teams. Eric Hart showed great potential returning punts as 
a true freshman last season, but other players with big-play 
potential must emerge with the loss of speedsters Elijah 
Burkins and Martin Dossett. The kicking game is in good 
hands with senior Adam Stiles, who launched a Big 12- 
record 81 punts for an average of 40.1 yards per kick while 
also handling most kicking chores. Baylor only attempted 
nine field goals, yet another gauge of how little offense the 
team was able to generate. 

With an offense in search of an identity and a defense in 
desperate need of playmakers, all indications are that 2001 
will mark yet another stop on the long journey to rebuilding 
the Baylor program. Although a few small steps will be 
made in the right direction, it will take enormous strides for 
Baylor to win more than one game in the ultra-competitive 
Big 12. g — By Shawn Heilbron 


Spotts ela renation 
Senior lineman Jon Erickson, a 
former walk-on, started every 
game and saw action at four 
different positions. 


| 


PROJECTED 


2001 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 


With an infusion of junior col- 
lege talent being added to the 
mix, Baylor's retooled offensive 
line should be able to protect 
Cicero and help the running game. The receiver position, 
led by Reggie Newhouse, could also produce some 


excitement. 


QUESTION MARKS 


The jury is out on the Baylor defensive line, where 
three junior college transfers are expected to make an 
immediate impact. Until the trio arrives in Waco this fall, 
however, the Bears must go with what they've got, which 


at this point isn’t a whole lot. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


If he can avoid the injury bug that 
has hampered him throughout his col- 
lege career, Greg Cicero could devel- 
op into one of the Big 12’s top quar- 
He possesses all the tools 
needed to excel at the position: a 
good head on his shoulders, a strong (Rw 
arm and the ability to lead his team. 


terbacks. 


LITTLE OFFENSE 
Melvin Barnett's 


over three times. 


FACILITIES UPDATED 


Work is underway on renovations to the team locker 
rooms and weight room area at Floyd Casey Stadium. An 
addition is being made to the North End Zone complex to 


house the expansion. 
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4-yard first 
quarter run accounted for the game's 
only score as the Gold beat the Green 7-0 in Baylor's 
annual spring game. The win was secured after Samir 
Al-Amin stopped Green tailback Jonathan Golden 
short of the goal line on fourth-and-goal from the 1 with 
under a minute to play. The Gold team won despite accu- 
mulating just 153 yards on offense and turning the ball 
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2000 RECORD: 2-9 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 0-8 
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Visit us online at 


www. justforfans.com 
to place an order or call 


1-800-934-3267 
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#1 Online Huskers Store! 
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All Apparel 


Polos, Denims T-shirts, 
Sweatshirts, & more 


<q: eee 
Party Products 


Cups, Plates, Napkins, 
Balloons, Window Clings 


hi WE 


Entire B® Inventory 


Flat $6.00 shipping charge on all orders. “** Sale runs through August 1,2001 ** Not valid with any other offers. 


Your Needs Our Tools 


Tuition Education loans 

New car Installment loans 
Business financing Business banking 
Ready cash access Checking, savings 
Convenient service Easy banking access 


At U.S. Bank we have dozens of products and services to meet the needs of 
individuals and businesses. With over 1,000 branches, nearly 3,000 UBank” 
ATMs and UBank® 24-Hour Phone Banking, we are conveniently available to 
serve you whether at home or on the road. So the next time you need to make 
any kind of financial decision, stop by or give us a call. We offer a variety of 
financial solutions based on the most important factor of all -- you! 


(Sbank. 
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NONCONFERENCE 


*  gchool in © 
Powerful Notre Dame __x:s328\foveoe" 


took every opponent 
seriously during 
Leahy’s regime 


By Mike Babcock 
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OPPONENTS 


ope springs eternal, which is 
why Neal Mehring, an assis- 
tant football coach at 
Nebraska, assured boosters 
at a Monday luncheon that 
Notre Dame could be beat- 
en. 

“Some team may do it this 


Here is the cov 
Nebraska at M 


fall,” said Mehring, who had 
scouted the Fighting Irish. And, he 
added, Nebraska could be that 
team, if Notre Dame took the 
Cornhuskers lightly. 

The thing was, Notre Dame, the 
defending national champion, 
wasn’t going to take Nebraska 
lightly. It never took any opponent 
lightly during Frank Leahy’s 


icial pro 
er of the officta rogt 
emorial Stadium In Lin 


gram for the Oct. 16, 
colin. 


tenure as head coach. 

Leahy was as cautious as for- 
mer Cornhusker Coach Tom 
Osborne. In the spring of 1949, for 
example, Leahy predicted, “We'll 
have the worst team Notre Dame 
has ever had.” 

The Irish were 10-0 in 1949, and 
national champions for a third 
time in four seasons. 

Mehring, however, was talking 


1948, game between No 


about the 1948 team, the one that 
didn’t win a national title during 
those four seasons. The Irish didn’t 
lose in 1948, but a one-point victo- 
ry at home against Purdue to open 
the season and a tie at Southern 
California to finish enabled 10-0 
Michigan to claim the crown. 

Still, Mehring maintained the 
Cornhuskers could upset Leahy’s 
second-ranked team, providing 
they had learned their lesson at 
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Colorado the previous Saturday. 
Nebraska had gone to Boulder 
favored to win against the confer- 
ence’s newest member yet had suf- 
fered an embarrassing 19-6 loss. 

Some suggested the 
Cornhuskers had been overconfi- 
dent. Coach Potsy Clark claimed 
not. 

Reason was on Clark’s side. 
Even though Nebraska had 
opened with a 19-15 victory 
against lowa State, it had followed 
with what was an annual loss to 
Minnesota, 39-13 at Minneapolis. 
And the fact that Clark was in his 
second one-year stint as 
Nebraska’s coach underscored a 
significant problem. 

Cornhuskers had not produced 
a winning season since 1940, when 
Coach Lawrence “Biff” Jones had 
directed them to eight victories 
and had taken them to the 1941 
Rose Bowl game. 

Since Jones had been recalled 
into the Army — with the rank of 
colonel — following a 4-5 1941 sea- 


Nebraska vs. \\otre Jame 


Series tied, 7-7-1 
1915 — Nebraska 20, Notre Dame 19 (Lincoln) 
1916 — Notre Dame 20, Nebraska 0 (Lincoln) 
1917 — Nebraska 7, Notre Dame 0 (Lincoln) 
1918 — Nebraska 0, Notre Dame 0 (Lincoln) 
1919 — Notre Dame 14, Nebraska 9 (Lincoln) 
1920 — Notre Dame 16, Nebraska 7 (Lincoln) 
1921 — Notre Dame 7, Nebraska 0 (South Bend) 
1922 — Nebraska 14, Notre Dame 6 (Lincoln) 
1923 — Nebraska 14, Notre Dame 7 (Lincoln) 
1924 — Notre Dame 34, Nebraska 6 (South Bend) 
1925 — Nebraska 17, Notre Dame 0 (Lincoln) 
1947 — Notre Dame 31, Nebraska 0 (South Bend) 
1948 — Notre Dame 44, Nebraska 13 (Lincoln) 
1973 — Nebraska 40, Notre Dame 6 (Orange Bowl) 
2000 — Nebraska 27, Notre Dame 24, ot (South Bend) 


son, Nebraska had endured six 
more losing records under five 
coaches. And Clark was two of 
them. 
Former 


Cornhusker Glenn 


Presnell succeeded Jones but after 
a 3-7 record in 1942, enlisted in the 
Navy. A.J. Lewandowski, who also 
served as head basketball coach, 
athletic director and_ athletic 


CORNHUSKER 
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17th annual Summer Games July 14-22 in Lincoln 
Team Entry Deadline: June 21 

Individual Entry Deadline: June 29 

7th annual Winter Games Jan. 31-Feb. 3, 2002 


Entry information available December 1 


I-800-30-GAMES 


WWW. cornhuskerstategames. com 


Enter Today... It’s a Kick! 


department business manager 
simultaneously during the war 
years, replaced Presnell. 

After two seasons in which 
Nebraska was a combined 4-12, 
Lewandowski gave way to Clark, 
who got the job in 1945 after Jones 
declined to return. The law pro- 
vided for military veterans to 
reclaim their jobs after they were 
discharged but when Nebraska 
notified Jones that he would be 
given a one-year contract as athlet- 
ic director only, he replied with a 
terse “no thanks.” 

Even though his Cornhusker 
teams had a combined 28-14-4 
record in five seasons, Jones’ per- 
sonality had alienated the Board of 
Regents, the Athletic Board and 
the university administration. The 
Army major who once refused 
Louisiana Gov. Huey Long admit- 
tance to his team’s locker room 
while he was head coach at 
Louisiana State, did things his 
own way, and allowed no med- 
dling. 

Whether Jones resigned or was 
fired depended on one’s perspec- 
tive. In any case, the final split was 
hardly amicable, and many fans 
were unhappy with the Athletic 
Board. Enter Clark, who exited to 
teach salesmanship at a business 
college in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
following a 4-5 season. 

Bernie Masterson, another for- 
mer Cornhusker, was next in 
charge. He was hired as head foot- 
ball coach and athletic director at a 
generous annual salary of $10,000. 
But after seasons of 3-6 and 2-7, 
boosters bought Masterson’s con- 
tract, in another acrimonious sepa- 
ration. 

Clark, whose head-coaching 
resume included 10 NFL seasons 
with Portsmouth, Detroit — cham- 
pion in 1935 — and Brooklyn, 
was asked, and agreed, to return 
on an interim basis. 

While Nebraska kept Jones 
from returning, Notre Dame wel- 
comed Leahy back after missing 
the 1944 and 1945 seasons because 
of military service in the Navy. His 
affection for his alma mater was 


well documented, and more 
importantly, his teams had been 
24-3-3 from 1941 through 1943. 

Leahy, who played tackle on 
Knute Rockne’s final three teams, 
retired from coaching for health 
reasons after the 1953 season, with 
a record of 87-11-9 in 11 seasons in 
charge of the Fighting Irish, His 
Notre Dame teams won five 
national championships, four of 
them consensus. 

Leahy’s career-winning per- 
centage, counting two seasons at 
Boston College, of .864 ranks sec- 
ond all-time among major college 


football coaches, behind Rockne’s 
.881. 

From 1946, when Leahy 
returned from service, until the 
second game in 1950, Notre Dame 
played 39 consecutive games with- 
out defeat, a streak that included 
only two ties. The streak was 21 
games, including 15 straight victo- 
ries, when the Fighting [rish came 
to Lincoln in mid-October of 1948. 

Notre Dame had last visited 
Memorial Stadium in 1925, but 
because of the poor treatment of 
Notre Dame’s traveling party as 
well as Rockne’s team — including 


She doesn't 
think you 
make enough 
money. 


YOU SHOULD: 


A. Take a second job. 


B. Apologize. 


C. Get a new banker. 


Don’t you want more from a bank? We think you do. 
At First National Bank, you'll always get the 
kind of personalized service you deserve. 
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overt anti-Catholic sentiment — 
an annual series between the 
schools dating to 1915 was sum- 
marily discontinued. 

The Irish had won the first of a 
two-game series 31-0 at South 
Bend in 1947, and their return to 
Lincoln was a celebrated event, 
even though Nebraska’s chances 
of winning were slim. 

The Notre Dame team in 1948 
was essentially the same as the one 
in 1947. The key losses were tackle 
and Outland Trophy winner 
George Conner and quarterback 
Johnny Lujack, whose successor, 


rs 44- 


Frank Tripucka, directed Leahy’s T 
formation offense with comparable 
effectiveness. 

There was special interest in 
Leahy, of course. He was born in 
O'Neill, Neb., and had attended 
high school in Omaha as well as in 
Winner, S.D., before enrolling at 
Notre Dame in 1927. He earned 
football letters in 1928 and 1929 
under Rockne, before a knee injury 
ended his playing career. 

Leahy’s 1948 team had a 
Nebraskan on its roster, sopho- 
more halfback Leo McKillip, who 
was from McCook. Cornhusker 
sophomore Howard Fletcher, an 
end, also was from McCook, which 


tre 
rence Cou 43. Fischer 


e \ ish defeated the ju 


ball team in 


that Lincoln will 
be one of the 
capitals of the 
gridiron world 
Saturday.” 


explained why KRBM in McCook 
was among seven radio stations 
that broadcast the game. 

John Bentley, Nebraska’s direc- 
tor of athletic publicity, prepared 
Memorial Stadium’s press box to 
handle nearly 100 reporters and 
telegraph operators. 

Three Chicago newspapers were 
represented, as were newspapers 
in Indianapolis, Des Moines and 
St. Joseph, Mo. 

“The arrival of the Notre Dame 
football team in Nebraska means 
that Lincoln will be one of the cap- 
itals of the gridiron world 
Saturday,” the Lincoln Star report- 
ed. Gates at the stadium opened an 
hour and a half before the 2 p.m. 
kickoff to accommodate a sellout 
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“The arrival of the 
Notre Dame foot- 


Nebraska means 


— The Lincoln Star, 
October, 1948 
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crowd of 37,400, the 20th-consecu- 
tive capacity crowd, home and 
away, in front of which the 
Fighting Irish had played 

In order to deal with Tripucka’s 
passing skills, Clark adjusted 
Nebraska’s defense, moving taller 
ends into the secondary during the 
week’s practice. His adjustment 
proved to be of little value, howey- 
er, since Notre Dame threw only 11 
passes, completing nine for 119 
yards. 

The Irish attacked Nebraska on 
the ground, rushing for 502 yards, 
and wasted little time in taking 
control of what became a 44-13 vic- 
tory — Associated Press reporter 
Jerry Liska had predicted a 44-12 
Notre Dame victory, noting that 
the “Irish should win as they 
please.” Which they did. 

Less than four minutes into the 
game, All-America halfback Emil 
Sitko scored to cap an 80-yard 
drive, and before the quarter had 
ended, fullback John Panelli had 
broken a 73-yard touchdown run. 
Notre Dame built a 25-0 lead 
before the Cornhuskers finally 
scored just before halftime. 

Clark, who had claimed he was | § 
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a conservative, fundamental coach | 7 

when he came to Nebraska in 1945, hs] < 
had devised what was called the | ™ 10 WRITE THIS AD % 
“South Platte spread” offense in g i g 
1948. The Cornhuskers would line | | ‘ 


Thirty-five years ago, Dr. Stanley C. Pearle had a edge available | 


up almost from one sideline to the 
other and then Cletus Fischer 


vision. So he started an optical company with A! Pearle we've made sure you'll find profes 


one goal...to help people see better. What grew sionals to assist you whose utmost concern is 


“would drop back five or six 
yards, take the pass from center 
and run for his life,” according to 
Go Big Red, published in 1966. 
Fischer scored both Nebraska 
touchdowns against the Irish on a 
day when there would be no dra- 
matic upset. Ata “football festival” 
in Lincoln on the Friday night 
before the game, Clark and some 
of his players, including Fischer — 
who was the game captain — 
spoke during a rally. 
The Cornhuskers would be 
“starting anew day” against Notre 
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time it was definitely sooner. 
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TEXAS CHRISTIAN 


oach Dennis Franchione fled Fort Worth to take over 

a struggling program at Alabama. Tailback 

LaDainian Tomlinson, winner of the Doak Walker 

Award, is gone, too, having left to pursue a career in 
professional football. 

So what's left of the Texas Christian University football 
program? Quite a bit, according to rookie Coach Gary 
Patterson. 

Let’s establish the fact that the Horned Frogs are not 
one-year wonders Who took teu sperm inermoton 
the college football world 
by surprise last fall. TCU is 
coming off a program- 
changing season in which it 
won 10 games for the first 
time since 1938, lost just 
once during the regular sea- 
son and lost to Southern 
Mississippi in the Mobile 
Alabama Bowl. But the 
Frogs have done more than 
that. They won the last two 
Western Athletic Confer- 
ence titles and are favored 
by most experts to win the 
Conference USA champi- 
onship this fall. Plus the 
Frogs have been invited to 
play in a bowl game each of 
the last three seasons. 

Add it together, and TCU 
has established itself as a 
player in the college football 
world. 

“We have a_ tradition 
now,” said Patterson, who 
was named Franchione’s 
successor last December. 
“This team has an under- 
standing of what it takes to 


have won back-to-back con- 
ference titles, gone to three straight bowl games, and it 
was because of hard work. 

“I believe this team understands that for us to keep 
winning, we have to continue to have a strong work ethic. 
This team has a great attitude, and they are determined to 
continue the tradition.” 

It won’t be easy because the Frogs return just nine 
starters from a year ago. 

However, after opening at Nebraska in the Pigskin 
Classic in Lincoln, Neb., the schedule is favorable to the 
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gee LaTarence Dunbar caught 17 passes for 251 yards and four 
be a winning program. We touchdowns. He also returned two kickoffs for scores. 


Frogs. The other nonconference games are at North Texas 
and Southern Methodist, and the Conference USA isn’t 
exactly full of powers. One possible problem: TCU ends 
the regular season at Southern Miss, the winner of the 
Mobile Alabama Bowl. 

Patterson likely will build this team around another 
dominating defense. A year ago, TCU was the nation’s top 
defense in yards allowed per game (245.0) and points 
allowed (9.6). The Horned Frogs ranked seventh against 
the rush and fourth in pass- 
ing yards allowed. 

Although the Frogs 
return five starters on 
defense, the 2001 version 
will be built around a 
strong group of lineback- 
ers, especially senior 
strongside linebacker Chad 
Bayer. Bayer led the team 
with 107 total tackles as a 
junior and also recorded 
three sacks. Adrian Lewis 
is the starter at middle line- 
backer. 

The Frogs’ secondary is 
the most experienced posi- 
tion on the team. Both cor- 
nerbacks, Jason Goss and 
Bo Springfield, should 
reclaim their starting posi- 
tions. Goss, who missed the 
final seven games of the 
season because of a knee 
injury, still intercepted two 
passes and broke up four 
others in limited action. 
Springfield picked off two 
passes after he moved into 
the starting lineup when 
Goss went down with an 
injury. 

Senior Charlie Owens 
started all 12 games at weak safety and finished fifth on 
the team with 65 tackles. Although he didn’t record an 
interception, Owens broke up eight passes and made six 
tackles behind the line of scrimmage. 

Kenneth Hilliard and Jared Smitherman will start at 
free safety and strong safety, respectively. Hilliard has 
played both cornerback and safety and even started three 
games a year ago. 

TCU needs a major rebuilding job along the defensive 
front. End Chad McCarty is the lone returning starter. 


McCarty had three sacks and seven tackles behind the line 
during his first season as a starter. 

Senior Joe Hill will start at the other end position, while 
junior John Turntine takes over at tackle and sophomore 
Chad Pugh at nose tackle. Hill backed up All-American 
Aaron Schobel and still managed to post 4.5 sacks in 11 
games. Turntine posted 10 tackles as a backup last season, 
and three came in a win against SMU. 

Once again, the Frogs will build their offense around a 
star, but this time it won’t be Tomlinson. Quarterback 
Casey Printers is coming off a season in which he threw 
for 1,213 yards and eight touchdowns, the season in which 
Tomlinson rushed for 2,158 yards and 22 touchdowns. 

Printers is a two-year starter, guiding the Frogs to an 
18-4 record. He already ranks 10th in school history with 
2,797 career passing yards. He also has thrown 24 touch- 
down passes, fifth most at TCU. 

Printers has just one 
7 experienced receiver to 
throw to in LaTarence 
Dunbar, Reggie Harrell, 
Kevin Brown and tight 
| end B,J. Roberts are also 
slated as starters. 

How the Frogs will 
replace Tomlinson is the 


AFFILIATION: Western Athletic 
Conference/Conference USA. 
PLAYS NEBRASKA: Aug. 25 in Lincoln. 


STRENGTHS 

Junior Casey Printers is one of the most exciting 
quarterbacks in college football. Printers completed 86 of 
150 attempts for 1,584 yards and 16 touchdowns a year 
ago and made it difficult for opposing teams to key on 
the Frogs’ formidable running game. 


QUESTION MARKS 

Whether the inexperienced offensive line can open 
holes to keep the running game at high speed is the 
biggest question mark heading into the fall. Left guard 
Victor Payne is the lone returning starter. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

One of the goals will be to get the ball in the hands of 
big-play receiver LaTarence Dunbar as much as possi- 
ble, even with direct snaps or having him line up in the 
backfield. He was the No. 1 kickoff returner in the nation, 
and can be a running back or wide 
receiver, 


2000 RECORD: 10-2 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 7-1 


biggest question of fall 


@ Nevada W, 41-10 


REPLACING LT 


Northwestern 


camp. Senior Andrew 
Hayes-Stoker and Ricky 
Madison are the leading 
contenders. Hayes-Stoker 
rushed just 40 times for 
178 yards while Madison 
had 20 carries for 86 


: : TCU Sports information yards. 
Strongside linebacker Chad “Offensively, we need 


ssitets eed ted Frogs IN 5s Find a go-to tailback 
: and a fullback,” Patterson 


said, 

Sophomore Mohammad Shittu, who did not carry the 
football last season, goes into fall camp as the No. 1 full- 
back. 

Up front, only left guard Victor Payne returns to 
reclaim his starting spot. The other spots will be filled by 
players who were reserves a year ago. Sophomore John 
Glud will start at left tackle, Jamal Powell at center, J.T. 
Aughinbaugh at right guard and Brady Barrick at the 
other tackle position. 

All things considered, TCU has more question marks 
than exclamation points heading into fall camp. The Frogs 
do have standout players to build around, but for the most 
part the squad is untested. 

Patterson, however, isn’t worried. He points to what 
the Frogs have done the previous three seasons and is con- 
fident the trend will continue. 

“No, I would not call this a rebuilding year,” he said. 
“But we do need to gain some experience to be successful 
in the fall. Casey Printers has an 18-4 record as our start- 
ing quarterback, and we return a large group of players 
that were on a defense that was ranked No. 1 in the nation. 

“The key this year will be how quickly our young play- 
ers mature into their roles. If they raise their level of play, 
then we have a good chance to be a very good football 
team.” ll — By Mark Derowitsch 


¥ 1G Victor Payne 


Senior Andrew Hayes-Stoker 
and sophomore Ricky Madison, who 
combined to rush for 264 yards, have 
the impossible task of trying to 
replace standout tailback LaDainian 
Tomlinson, who rushed for 2,158 
yards and was the No. 5 pick in the 
NFL Draft. Tomlinson was the first 
TCU player taken in the first round 
since Norm Bulaich in 1970. 


ROOKIE COACH 


Gary Patterson, 40, replaces Dennis Franchione 
after 18 years as a college assistant, including the last 
three as the TCU defensive coordinator and safeties 
coach. Under Patterson’s tutelage, the 2000 Horned Frogs 
ranked No, 1 in the nation in total defense, allowing just 
245.0 yards per game, and in scoring defense, giving up 
9.6 points per game. Franchione moved to Alabama. 
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TROY STATE 


TROJANS 


elcome to the big time, Troy State. 

As the newest member of Division I-A football (at 
least as a transition member), you'll get a first- 
hand, close-up look at college football at its finest. 

Lucky for you, in your very first game you'll get to see 
what it takes to be at the top end of the food chain. 

Enjoy your stay in Lincoln, Neb., as you start your tran- 
sition season (in which games will count as official 
Division I-A games for your opponents but in which 
you're not eligible for a 
bowl game). 

Not that you’d be going 
to a bowl game. Besides 
opening with Nebraska, 
you'll also play at Miami, 
Mississippi State and 
Maryland. This would be a 
good time to start thinking 
about the future. 

And that’s exactly what 
Trojans Coach Larry 
Blakeney had in mind when 
he put together this sched- 
ule. 

“The magnitude of the 
people we are playing and 
the quality of competition 
lights you up as a coach, 
and it lights our players 
up,” Blakeney said. “It gives 
you something to get excit- 
ed about in a year where 
you can’t play for a champi- 
onship or go to a bowl. 
We're playing for money 
and pride, yes, but we are 
also building a foundation 
for the future of this pro- 
gram.” 

The Trojans aren’t intimi- 
dated by what lies ahead, 
nor should they be. 


Troy State Sports Inicrmation 


won two NCAA Division II 

national championships during the 1980s, moved up to I- 
AA in 1993 and made seven playoff appearances, includ- 
ing two in the semifinals. In the last eight years, the 
Trojans were 77-22-1. 

“We realize that we will have our hands full with our 
schedule, but I told our kids in December after the season 
was over that we aren’t taking anything for granted,” 
Blakeney said. “We are going to prepare to the best of our 
ability. We don’t know how we will stack up against these 
opponents, but our main goal is to be prepared for every 
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Tailback Demontray Carter is a versatile weapon who can catch 
Troy State’s football team the ball out of the backfield as well as grind out yardage inside. 


game we play — not just the big ones.” 

A year ago, the Trojans went 9-3 on the field, but were 
awarded a forfeit against Northwestern State. Twelve 
starters return to help the Trojans step into the big time. 

Troy State enters I-A football with a brand new offense 
to show off. The Trojans will enter Lincoln ready to debut 
a spread formation, utilizing four wideouts and one run- 
ning back, similar to what the Huskers faced against 
Louisiana Tech in the coaching debut of Frank Solich. 

“We feel like this new 
offense will put us closer to 
being able to do what we 
need to do at the next level 
— which is spread the 
defense out and give us an 
opportunity to score quick- 
ly,” Blakeney said. 

Troy State will build its 
offense around quarterback 
Brock Nutter, a three-year 
starter and a first-team All- 
Southland Football League 
selection a year ago. As a 
junior a year ago, Nutter 
had three 200-yard plus 
games and was intercepted 
just five times. 

Nutter will likely rely on 
junior Heyward Skipper, 
especially early in the sea- 
son because the Trojans 
lack depth at wide receiver. 
Skipper started nine games 
last season in which he 
caught 26 passes and 
scored twice. However, 
after Skipper, the Trojans 
have just three other 
receivers who caught at 
least 10 passes last season, 

Demontray Carter will 
make sure the Trojans aren’t 
a one-dimensional offense. 
Carter rushed for more than 
800 yards and contributed 1,200 yards of total offense in 
his first season at Troy State. He led the team with nine 
touchdowns and was named the SFL’s newcomer of the 
year. 

He'll be spelled by LeBarron Black, a bruiser who 
gained 385 yards last season, and freshman DeWhitt 
Betterson. 

Of course, for Troy State’s offense to be effective, the 
people up front will have to do their jobs. That may be dif- 
ficult early on as just one starter — left tackle Stan 


Curington — returns. 

Only two other Trojans — Rodney Jordan and Johnny 
Maddox — saw limited time up front. Trent Garmon left 
spring practice as the team’s starting center. Junior Robin 
Lee also earned some playing time with a solid spring. 

Like the Trojan offense, the defense has some solid 
areas and some question marks with just six starters 
returning. 

Blakeney likely isn’t worried about the Trojans’ line, a 
spot where three starters return and where four other 
players gained significant experience in 2000. 

Nose tackle Osi Umenyiora anchors the line after a sea- 
son in which he made 83 total tackles and recorded seven 
quarterback hurries. Umenyiora, who will shift to right 
end this fall, and end Vernon Marable and Davern 
Williams all earned all- 
league honors last season. 
Jose Gamboa will step 
into Umenyiora’s former 
spot at nose tackle. 

Troy State gave up just 
104 yards rushing per 
game last season, tops in 
the conference. 

The Trojans are stacked 
at linebacker, too. Middle 
linebacker Naazir Yamini 
and weakside linebacker 
Jimmy McClain were the 
team’s leading tacklers. 

Yamini had a career- 
high 120 tackles, led the 
team with six sacks and 
forced three fumbles as a 
sophomore. He also had a 
19-tackle performance 
against Sam Houston 
State. McClain had 107 
stops and also had 15 hur- 
ries and two forced fumbles. McClain will move to strong- 
side this fall. 

“Naazir had a great year last year, and we expect him 
to only improve,” linebacker coach Wayne Bolt said. “And 
there has never been a better linebacker around here than 
Jimmy McClain. Those two are solid for us.” 

The linemen and linebackers will have to help out a 
young, inexperienced secondary. Troy State does return 
three cornerbacks who started last season — Deiric 
Jackson, David Philyaw and Rayshun Reed. Reed played 
just seven games before a knee injury cut his season short, 
but he still earned all-conference honors after he broke up 
15 passes. 

Troy State needs to replace two four-year starters in its 
kicking game. Redshirt freshman Drew Boteler won the 
place-kicking job during spring drills. Four players will 
head into the fall battling at punter. 

The Trojans know they’re not going to take the big-time 
college football world by storm. Their mission is a little 
more realistic. 

“This isn’t going to be easy, and our players know 
that,” Blakeney said. “But they want to carry on the lega- 
cy left by the players before them and the teams of the 

ast. 
: “We, at least, want to be respectable and, at best, shock 
the world. That is the mindset we want this year.” 
— By Mark Derowitsch 


Troy Stole Sports Information 
Senior linebacker Jimmy 
McClain was second in tackles 
with 107, 


AT A GLANCE 


AFFILIATION: Southland Football League. 
PLAYS NEBRASKA: Sept. 1 in Lincoln. 


STRENGTHS 

The Trojans have the element of surprise in their 
favor, having spent 15 practices in the spring installing a 
different offense. First-year offensive coordinator Jim 
Shannon put in a spread offense, replacing the multiple 
set Troy State has used in the past. 


QUESTION MARKS 

How Troy State protects quarterback Brock Nutter is 
the main concern heading into the fall. The Trojans will 
have four new starters on the offensive line. Not exactly 
a comforting thought when your first game is against 
Nebraska. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

Senior tailback Demontray Carter was the 
Southland Football League Newcomer of the Year after 
rushing for 804 yards and six touchdowns. He also 
caught 12 passes for 224 yards and two scores and aver- 
aged 34.1 yards on kickoff returns. 


AUBURN PRODUCT 

Coach Larry Blakeney spent 14 
seasons as an assistant coach at 
Auburn before he took over the Troy 
State program. He has a 92-29-1 
record in 10 seasons at the Troy, Ala., 
school. 
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I-AA RANKINGS 

The Trojans were ranked third in 
the final ESPN/USA Today Division !- 
AA poll. They spent three weeks at No, 1, 


DIFFERENT WORLD 

The attendance for Troy State's final game of the 2000 
season was listed at 4,916. The largest crowd to see a 
Troy State game last year was 25,786 at South Florida. 


TALK ABOUT DURABLE 


Fourteen players started every game last fall for the 
10-2 Trojans. 


TENTATIVE DEPTAICHART, 


@ South Florida 
@ Nrthwstrn St. 


2000 RECORD: 10-2 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 7-0 


@ Alabama A&M 
achian St W, 
t, 24 17H 
@ Sam Houston St. W, 2 


A Steph. F. Austin 
2 St. 


WR Heyward Skipper 6-1 Jr. Vernon Marable 6-2 260 Sr 
‘Chris Day 6-1 % So Shelton Felton 6-2 250 Jr 
tT Stan Curington 6-7 286 Jr. DT Davern Williams 6-3 289 Jr. 
Sam Forehand: 6-8 360 Jr Carlos Stennis. 6-2, 271 Sr. 
LG Robin Lee 6-2 289 Jr. NG Jose Gamboa 6-1 275 Jr 
Johnny Maddox 63 271 Jr Byron Knight 511 265 Jr 
c Trent Garmon 62 309 Jr. RE OsiUmenyiora 6-4 270 Jr. 
Charlie Goodyear 6-2 260 Sr. Greg Mills” 6-2 260 So. 


RG = Rodney Jordan 65 291 Jr. SLB 


Jimmy McClain 6-1 230 Sr. 


Obed Ellis 6-3 275 Jr Robby Farmer 62 220 So, 
RT ~~‘ Branden Hall 6-4 300 So. MLB Naazir Yamini 5-11 234 Jr. 
Lee Walls 65 305 Jr Ben Waldrop 6-1 230 Sr. 
TE Adrian Moore 6-1 230 Jr. WLB Corey Sears 6-1 219 Sr. 


Cedric Phillips 16-3) 230) So: 

QB Brock Nutter 6-1 208 Sr LCB 
Hansell Bearden 6-1 190 Fr. 

TB  Demontray Carter5-10 191 Sr. FS 
LeBarron Black = 5-10 205 dr. 


Gordon Willianis = 6-1 205° Jr 
Deiric Jackson 5-8 179 Jr. 
Travis Dunlap: 5-8 173 So, 
Ronald Harper 6-1 180 So. 
Derrick Ansley 62 175 Fr 


FB  LaQuateus Justice 5-10 232 Jr. SS Rayshun Reed 5-10 184 Jr 
Jonathan Tomlin 6-3 228 Jr Deloise Moore 61 205° Jr 
SL Jer. Richardson 5-10 180 So. RCB Freeman White 6-9 175 So. 
Daniel O'Brien 62 180 Sr David Phityaw 59 185 Jr 
PK Drew Boteler 5-8 165 Fr. P Derek Bynum 6-1 203 Jr. 
Players with starting experience in bold 
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NoTRE DAME 
FIGHTING IRISH 


otre Dame should have no trouble making the trip to 
Lincoln this September to play Nebraska. They 
already know what it’s like to play in a sea of red. 

A year ago, Nebraska fans by the thousands 
migrated to South Bend to watch the Huskers pull out an 
overtime win against the Irish. More than half the stadium 
was filled with red-clad, vocal Nebraska backers who left 
the scene after watching the Huskers pull out a 27-24 over- 
time win on Eric Crouch’s 7-yard run. 

For sure, Notre Dame’s 
first trip to Nebraska since 
1948 won’t have people in 
Memorial Stadium breaking 
out in green. No, Lincoln 
won't be turned into a green 
party that weekend (sorry 
Ralph Nader). 

There’s a chance that 
afterward, some Husker fans 
could end up feeling a little 
blue. This is not the Notre 
Dame of Gerry Faust or the 
early years of Bob Davie, the 
embattled current coach 
who saved his job last sea- 
son. 

The Irish rebounded from 
the loss to the Huskers well, 
winning their final seven 
games to finish with a 9-3 
record and a berth in the 
Fiesta Bowl against Oregon 
State. This from a program 
that was 5-7 the year before. 

Notre Dame did it with a 
transfer quarterback who 
nearly got lost in the shuffle. 

Arnaz Battle helped push 
the Huskers to the limit, but 
he suffered a season-ending 
injury during the game. 


Notre Dome Sports Information 


sophomore threw for 980 
yards and 11 touchdowns and was intercepted just once 
during the final seven games of the regular season. 

But LoVecchio hasn't been guaranteed any playing time 
this fall other than he’ll lead the Irish into Lincoln. 
LoVecchio spent all spring fighting off a challenge from 
Jared Clark and highly touted Carlyle Holiday, who turned 
down an offer to play for the Huskers before joining the 
Irish. 

In the Irish spring game, LoVecchio had the worst stats 
of the three, completing 3 of 10 passing for 48 yards. 
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Tailback Julius Jones was Notre Dame’s leading rusher, as well 
Enter Matt LoVecchio. The as a dangerous kickoff returner. 


Holiday was 7 of 13 for 66 yards, with one interception. 
Clark was 3 of 7 for 78 yards, with one interception and one 
fumble. 

Davie, however, said regardless of what happens in fall 
camp, LoVecchio will start the Notre Dame opener. 

“He's the starter going into Nebraska,” Davie said. 
“When we walk out there in Lincoln, I want a guy who's 
been under the gun and can play.” 

LoVecchio may not be the quickest Irish quarterback or 
possess the strongest arm, 
but he’s smart, savvy and 
doesn’t make mistakes. 
Need proof? Notre Dame 
had just eight turnovers 
(four fumbles, four inter- 
ceptions) during the entire 
2000 season, an NCAA 
record. 

“He gets us into the right 
play,” offensive coordinator 
Kevin Rogers said _ of 
LoVecchio before the Irish 
played Oregon State in the 
Fiesta Bowl last January. 
“More than anything else, 
he doesn’t get us beat. And 
now he’s starting to make 
some plays at the same 
time. If you look — the 
other day I pulled off every 
play that we ran for over 20 
yards. There is a ton of 
them that are passes or 
quarterback runs. So he’s 
getting better.” 

Battle, who rushed for 
104 yards against the 
Huskers, will not be in the 
quarterback mix. He moved 
to flanker, where he’s 
expected to play a major 
role in the Irish offense. 

“It’s something we don’t 
have to deal with,” Rogers said in January of a possible 
quarterback controversy. “Yet the whole move was stimu- 
lated by Arnaz. It wasn’t a matter of us trying to convince 
Arnaz to play another position. It is what Arnaz Battle 
wanted to do.” 

The Irish already have plenty of talent at wide receiver. 
Flanker David Givens led Notre Dame with 25 catches for 
310 yards and two scores last season. Javin Hunter, the 
starter at split end, also returns, after he posted a 
respectable 13 catches and three touchdowns as a junior. 


ae 
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Notre Dame has talent in the backfield, too. Junior Julius 
Jones is back after a season in which he ran for a team-high 
657 yards and seven touchdowns. He was also a dangerous 
return specialist, having returned a kickoff 100 yards 
against the Huskers last season. Jones was a CNNSI.com 
first-team All-American as a return specialist last season. 

The Irish have plenty of other quality running backs. 
Senior Tony Fisher spells Jones at tailback, and he rushed 
for 607 yards last season. Terrance Howard got into the act 
to the tune of 424 rushing yards on 75 carries. 

Tom Lopienski is a returning starter at fullback but was 
challenged in the spring by fellow senior Jason Murray. 

Notre Dame’s biggest question mark on offense centers 
around the line, where right guard Mike Gandy and left 
guard Jim Jones, who both earned some All-America hon- 
ors, must be replaced. Tackles Jordan Black and Kurt 
Vollers are experienced, and center Jeff Faine was a starter 
last season. 

Seniors Ryan Scarola 
and Sean Mahan and jun- 
ior Sean Milligan are 
expected to replace Gandy 
and Jones at guard. 

Notre Dame has plenty 
of = play-makers = on 
defense, including defen- 
sive end Grant Irons, out- 
side linebacker Rocky 
Boiman and strong safety 
Ron Israel. 

Irons and Anthony 
Weaver will bookend the 
Irish defensive front. 
Irons, who missed part of 
the 2000 season with a 
shoulder injury, is healthy 
heading into the fall. 
Weaver is coming off a sea- 
son in which he posted a 


Notre Deme Sports information 
Co-captain Grant Irons missed 
part of the 2000 season with a 
shoulder injury. 


team-high eight sacks. 

Ryan Roberts will see time at end as well. He had five 
sacks a year ago. End Kyle Budinscak had five sacks during 
Notre Dame’s annual spring game and turned a few heads. 

The two tackle spots are up for grabs, with senior Andy 
Wisne and juniors Cedric Hillard and Darrell Campbell the 
leading candidates. Wisne is the only player of the trio to 
have starting experience. 

Seniors Boiman and Tyreo Harrison will anchor the line- 
backer corp. Boiman made 58 tackles and was credited with 
3.5 sacks last season while Harrison started 10 games and 
was in on 46 stops. Junior Courtney Watson is the probable 
starter at the other inside spot. 

Israel will lead an experienced secondary that also 
includes returning starter Shane Walton at cornerback. 
Senior Clifford Jefferson, junior Jason Beckstrom and soph- 
omore Vontez Duff will battle for the other starting spot at 
cornerback. Glenn Earl is the likely starter at free safety. 

Nick Setta is a proven kicker. He made 8 of 14 field goal 
attempts and missed just one of 45 point-after attempts last 
season. Punter Joey Hildbold was a Ray Guy Award final- 
ist last season after he averaged 40.3 yards per attempt. 

Notre Dame has the tools to make another run at the 
Bowl Championship Series. First, it wants to quiet college 
football's original sea of red. That’s one thing the Irish can 
count on seeing. ii — By Mark Derowitsch 


Al, A\ GLAWce: 


AFFILIATION: Independent. 
PLAYS NEBRASKA: Sept. 8 in Lincoln. 


STRENGTHS 

Quarterback Matt LoVecchio isn’t the prettiest look- 
ing quarterback in college football, but the sophomore 
proved he can win. He started the final seven games of 
the regular season, won all seven and helped the Irish 
turn a 2-3 start into a 9-3 stellar season. His reward? He'll 
have to beat out a couple of highly recruited stars in 
Jared Clark and Carlyle Holiday. 


WEAKNESSES 

The team is experienced at just about every position, 
but will have to get through a killer schedule to end up 
back in a BCS bowl. In September alone, the Irish play 
road games at Nebraska, Purdue and Texas A&M and 
face Michigan State at home. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

Junior Julius Jones, who led Notre Dame in rushing 
with 657 yards and seven touchdowns, made a big 
impact as a kick returner, averaging 
28.5 yards on 15 returns, including a 
100-yard touchdown return against IR 
Nebraska. 


Texas A&M 
Nebraska 
Purdue 

@ Michigan St 
Stanford 
Navy# 


TAILBACK BY COMMITTEE 
The Fighting Irish do not have a 

big-name star at tailback, but they did ) Bo biG pan ~ 

average 213.5 yards per game on the @ Rutgers 

ground last year, which ranked 14th #RAMRGRS shy rm Cal 

nationally. ead 


West Virginia 


TWO-TIME CAPTAIN 

Grant Irons was selected as a captain for the second 
time in his career. Irons, who missed most of last season 
because of a shoulder injury, becomes the first repeat 
captain at Notre Dame since Ron Powlus in 1996-97. 
Irons is one of three brothers to play college football. 


EARLY START 
Notre Dame will open the 2002 season against 


Maryland on Sunday, August 25, in Kickoff Classic XX at 
Giants Stadium. 


TentaTiVE/DEPTHICHART, 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


2000 RECORD: 9-3 


W, 24-10 


L, 27-24 (ot) 


FL Javin Hunter 6-0 190 Sr. Anthony Weaver 6-3 276 Sr. 
; Ronnie Rodamer 64 210 So. | Kyle Budniscak 6-4 246 So, 
LT Jordan Black 6-6 308 Sr DT DarrellCampbell 6-4 285 Jr. 
> Brennan Curtin 96-8315 Ur > Greg Pauly 66-271 «So, 
LG Sean Mahan 6-3 290 Sr. NG Andy Wisne 6-3 279 Sr 
Ryan Gillis” 63 300 Jr ‘Cedric Hillard 6-2 294 Jr 
mC Jeff Faine 63 290 Jr. RE Grant Irons 6-5 275 Sr 
UW Jordan: 6-1 269 Sr: Ryan Roberts ‘6-2 254 Sr 
RG Sean Miligan 6-4 286 Jr. ILB TyreoHarrison 6-2 240 Sr, 
or Ryan Scarola’ 65 310 St Ryan Roberts 6-2, 254 Sr. 
RT Kurt Vollers 6-7 307 Sr. ILB Courtney Watson 6-1 223 Jr. 
John Teasdale = =—6-5._- 305 Sr. ‘Mike Goolsby 63 236 So. 
‘TE John Owens 6-3 260 Sr. OLB Rocky Boiman 6-4 239 Sr. 
Gary Godsey. 6-6 239 Jn Werome Collins) 6-4 231 So: 
QB MattLoVecchio 6-4 194 So. LCB  Vontez Duff 5-11 186 So. 
Carlyle Holiday «63 203 So, =o Clifford Jefferson 5-9 9175 Sr. 
FB Jason Murray 6-1 259 Sr. FS Glenn Earl 6-2 213 Jr. 
or TomLopienski 6-1 236. Sr. _ Donald Dykes 5-11.197 Sr. 
TB Julius Jones 5-10 206 Jr. SS Ron Israel 6-0 208 Sr. 
or Tony Fisher 21225 Se Gerome Sapp 6-0 213 Jr 
FL David Givens 63 214 Sr. CB Shane Walton 5-11 183 Sr 
Arnaz Battle 61221 Sh "> Mason\Beckstrom 5-10 190 Jr: 
PK Nick Setta 5-11 169 Jr P Joey Hildbold 6-1 185 Jr. 
Players with starting experience in bold r 
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, 23-21 


RICE 
OWLS 


R ice already has experienced the thrill of playing in 


two of the top college football cities in America. So 
coming to Nebraska on Sept. 15 shouldn’t be a fright- 
ening experience. 

Last season, the Owls traveled to Ann Arbor, Mich., and 
Norman, Okla., losing to the University of Michigan and 
Oklahoma, respectively. At Oklahoma, Rice managed to 
score two touchdowns in a 42-14 loss to the eventual 
national champion Sooners. 

Even with the Owls’ not- _ReeSget Infomation 
so-excellent adventures last 
season, Coach Ken Hatfield 
doesn’t hold back anything 
when he talks about bring- 
ing his team to Lincoln, 
Neb., home of the nation’s 
longest sellout streak. In 
fact, Hatfield believes the 
Owls can sneak out of town 
with a victory. 

“Nebraska is a great team 
with a_ sellout crowd,” 
Hatfield said. “Not too 
many teams go up there and 
spank them. It’s a great chal- 
lenge early in the year, so 
we'll be looking forward to 
that trip. It helps out enor- 
mously to have 26 seniors, 
they’ve played in those 
games, and we played hard 
all the time. 

“I never went in thinking 
we weren't going to win the 
ballgame, and we will go up 
there thinking we will win 
the ballgame.” 

Of course it helps know- 
ing most of the players who 
experienced the sights and 
sounds in two of college 
football’s best atmospheres 
will be making the trek up 
north to face the Huskers. Hatfield brings 17 starters 
among a group of 50 returning letterwinners back for 
another season. 

If the Owls can improve on a 3-8 season, they'll have to 
stay healthy. All last year, the Owls had to deal with 
injuries at key positions, which is one reason why they 
won just once in their first six games. 

The position that suffered from the injury bug the most 
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Jamie Tyler, Rice’s leading rusher in 2000 with 400 yards and 
five touchdowns, leads a 1-2 punch at fullback. 


was at quarterback. Jeremy Hurd, who was the starter to 
open the year, missed half the season because of a broken 
finger on his passing hand. When he returned, he went 
down again with a knee injury. Backup Corey Evans had a 
hamstring injury early in the season, then missed the final 
three games because of knee problems. 

When they were healthy, both Hurd and Evans proved 
they could run the Owls’ option attack. Evans rushed for 
395 yards, second most on 
the team, while Hurd 
gained 4.4 yards each time 
he carried the ball. Yet the 
two had trouble throwing 
the ball. Hurd completed 8 
of 25 passes for 129 yards 
while Evans was 17 of 57 
for 271 yards. 

Sophomore Kyle Herm, 
a transfer from Texas-El 


Paso, also figures into 
Hatfield’s quarterback 
plans. 


Look for Hatfield to go 
to the air more, too, this sea- 
son. Sophomore Gavin 
Boothe led the team with 18 
catches for 313 yards and 
three touchdowns. Senior 
Gilbert Okoronkwo had 11 
receptions. Brandon Boyd, 
Matt Webber and Josh Seale 
will also battle for playing 
time. Veterans Brandon 
Manning and_ Travis 
Thompson will handle the 
chores at tight end. 

Hatfield expects big 
things this season from 
Okoronkwo, a_ 6-foot-3 
sophomore. 

“Probably the guy who 
made the biggest improve- 
ment was Gilbert 
Okoronkwo,” he said. “He had a great spring catching the 
ball, blocking and doing a lot of things.” 

When the Owls stick to the ground, look for fullbacks 
Jamie Tyler and Robbie Beck to lead the way when Rice is 
in the wishbone. Tyler led Rice in rushing with 400 yards 
on just 95 attempts. Beck added 358 yards and led the team 
with seven rushing touchdowns. Halfbacks Sean White, 
Leroy Bradley and younger players like Vincent Hawkins 


and Clint Hatfield caught the attention of Coach Hatfield 
during spring practice. 

“In the spring, we got accomplished what we wanted to 
get accomplished, which was getting a look at some of our 
good, young running backs like Clint Hatfield, who has 
done a good job,” he said. “Sean White’s come on good 
and the ability to work with Kyle Herm for the first time 
since he’s been healthy and the experience of Jeremy Hurd, 
who has played.” 

Four starters return on the Owls’ line — guards Heath 
Fowler and Ryan Smith, center Ben Stephens and tackle 
Billy Harvin. Rice also returns center Aaron Sandoval, who 
missed all last season because of a knee injury. Senior 
Anthony Mowry will start fall practice as the Owls’ top left 
tackle. 

Defensively, the Owls have the ability to stop their 
opponent's running 
game. Tackle B,J. 
Forguson, who played 
just five games while bat- 
tling knee injuries, and 
nose guard Larry Brown, 
will make it difficult to 
run up the middle. 
Brandon Green and Clint 
Johnson will start at ends. 
Green led the team with 
four sacks and two forced 
fumbles. 

Rice is also experi- 
enced at linebacker, where 
Dan Dawson led the team 
in tackles with 88 tackles, 
seven interceptions and 
nine tackles behind the 
line of — scrimmage. 
Dawson did this despite 
missing all of 1999 because of a broken leg. Rashard 
Pittman and Jeff Vanover will share duties at strongside 
linebacker while Joe Bob Thompson is the Owls’ top play- 
er at weakside. 

The secondary will be led by free safety Jason Hebert 
and cornerback Kenny Smith. Hebert intercepted two 
passes while Smith had one pick and three more breakups 
a year ago. Antwan Shell will step in at strong safety, 
replacing all-WAC standout Travis Ortega. 

Three redshirts — Jason Benjamin, Raymorris Barnes 
and Clifford Sparks — will split duties at the other corner- 


Rica Sports Information 


“Bandit” linebacker Dan 
Dawson led the Owls in tackles 
and had seven interceptions. 


Ai A GLANCE 


AFFILIATION: Western Athletic Conference. 
PLAYS NEBRASKA: Sept. 15 in Lincoln. 


STRENGTHS 

Rice returns talent and depth at the linebacker posi- 
tions, led by All-America candidate Dan Dawson, who 
led the Owls in tackles and interceptions from. Rashard 
Pittman started all 11 games but is listed as the backup 
to Jeff Vanover, who started four games as a freshman. 
Joe Bob Thompson started the first seven games but 
faces a challenge from junior Justin Engler. 


QUESTION MARKS 

The Owls need more productivity out of quarterbacks 
Jeremy Hurd and Corey Evans, who split time last sea- 
son. The two combined for just 400 yards passing and 
one touchdown last season. If Rice hopes to spread the 
field out more this year in its option attack, the quarter- 
backs must do better. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 
“Bandit” outside linebacker Dan Dawson emerged 


2000 RECORD: 3-8 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 2-6 


as one of the top players in the WAC 
last season. He led the team with 88 
tackles (including 33 solo stops) and 

intercepted seven passes. Dawson te ahaha 
also returned an interception for a [SMe ita 
touchdown. @ Oklahoma. 


OFFENSIVE LEADER 

Scott Wachenheim has been 
promoted to offensive coordinator, 
and John Bland has joined the staff 
as quarterbacks coach. Wachenheim, 
the offensive line coach for the Owls for the past seven 
years, replaces David Lee, who took a position at 
Arkansas. Bland had been the head coach at Southern 
Arkansas University. 


HAS IT BEEN THAT LONG? 

One of Rice’s top recruits last winter was quarterback 
Thomas Lott Ill, the son of former Oklahoma quarter- 
back Thomas Lott. As a high school senior last year, he 
rushed for 1,742 yards and 17 touchdowns. Wonder if he 
wears a bandana? 


TENTATIVE DE PTAC HAR, 


SE Gavin Boothe 185 So. Brandon Green 251 
Gilbert Okoronkwo ~ 633 (204 Sr. Rene Aninao ea 


W, 30-27, ot 


ae LT  AnthonyMowry 6-4 272 Sr. DT B.J.Forguson 6-3 290 Sr. 

back position. 0) Paxton Coder 96-3 281)So, Ross Lassley 63 258/So. 
“ * tc LG Keith Meyer 63 284 Jr, NG Larry Brown 6-2 309 Sr. 

I think a real key is how well some guys come through es A ht 

for us at cornerback,” Hatfield said. “I think our safeties C  AaronSandoval 6-2 295 Sr, DE CClintJohnson 6-1 250 Sr. 
ty rany | Ben Stephens 6:2 230 So. ~INick'Sab 622159 Jk 

are good and I think it’s important to get some cornerbacks AG Henth Fowler etc ETC ae cee, 
to play well. I think we've got three or four guys we're Ryan Smith = 62.319. Sr. (Rashard Pittman 5-11/237 Sr. 
Pf 5 Pp RT Billy Harvin 6-4 275 Sr. WLB Justin Engler 6-2 214 Jr 
playing out there that really have to come through for us. Clint Cities 16285 Ur Woe B: Thompson 6-0" 224 sr 
. . 4 . TE Brandon Manning 6-4 245 Sr. BAN Dan Dawson 6-2 200 Sr. 
Rice even has experienced kickers. Travis Hale was an dea acarh i a a at 
all-WAC player a year ago, averaging 41.8 yards per punt, QB Jeremy Hurd 5-10 160 So. _LCB Jason Benjamin _5-7_ 155. So. 
thich ked 24th ti lly. Derek Crabt led the Owl Ki Ryle Herm | 58 175 So. Clifford Sparks 59 189 Fr. 
which rarke nationally. Derek Crabtree lect the wis LHB Leroy Bradley 5-11205 Sr  SS_ Greg Gatlin 6-0 175 Jr 
- DerekGary 16-0204 Sr Terry Holley 6-2 190 Fr. 


in scoring with 50 points (26 point-after attempts and con- 


FB Jamie Tyler 5-11 220 Sr. FS JasonHebert 6-0 192 Sr. 


verting on eight of 12 field goals). Robbie Beck = 5-11 212 So, PatcickDendy 6-0. -170. Fr. 
: eee, : : 2 RHB pa White 5-6 180 Jr. RCB Kenny Smith 5-7 170 Sr 
White was Rice's leading returner, averaging 16.3 yards : STRODN RE te Senna aioe Darveee 89) “1D. 
per kickoff return and more than nine yards each time he PK Derek Crabtree 6-4 230 Sr. P ‘Travis Hale 6-3 201 Jr. 
fielded a punt. il — By Mark Derowitsch ca sic eam - 
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“Every magazine listed) pro Vv 
' clusive recruit ti ‘in Te} u 
see and report ‘ters wi PSS 


Oro der 


Jaaat he ir 


ALABAMA - ‘Bama, Inside the Crimson Tide 
ARIZONA - Cat Tracks 

ARKANSAS - Hawgs Illustrated 
AUBURN - Inside the Auburn Tigers 
BOSTON COLLEGE - Eagle Action 
CENTRAL FLORIDA - Into the Knights 
COLORADO - Buffalo Sports News 
CONNECTICUT - Husky Blue & White 
DUKE - Blue Devil Weekly 

EAST CAROLINA - Pirates’ Chest 
FLORIDA - Gator Bait 

FLORIDA STATE - Osceola 

GEORGIA - Georgia Bulldog Magazine 
INDIANA - Inside Indiana 

IOWA - Voice of the Hawkeyes 

IOWA STATE - Cyclone Illustrated 
KANSAS - Jayhawk Insider 

KANSAS STATE - Purple Pride 
KENTUCKY - The Cats’ Pause 

LSU - Tiger Rag 

LOUISVILLE - SportsReport 
MARSHALL - Herd Insider 
MARYLAND - Terrapin Times 

MIAMI - CaneSport 

MICHIGAN - Wolverine 

MICHIGAN STATE - Spartan Magazine 
MISSISSIPPI - Ole Miss Spirit 
MISSOURI - Inside Mizzou Sports 
NORTH CAROLINA - Carolina Blue 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE - Wolfpacker 
NOTRE DAME - Blue & Gold Illustrated 
»| OHIO STATE - Buckeye Sports Bulletin 
OKLAHOMA - Sooners Illustrated 
OKLAHOMA STATE - 0-State Sports Report 
»| PENN STATE - Blue White Illustrated 

| PURDUE - Gold & Black Illustrated 
SOUTH CAROLINA - Spurs & Feathers 
TENNESSEE - Rocky Top News 
TENNESSEE - Volunteers Magazine 

s| TEXAS - Horns Illustrated 

TEXAS A&M - Ags Illustrated 

TEXAS TECH - Red Raider Sports 
VIRGINIA - Cavalier Corner 

VIRGINIA TECH - Hokie Huddler 
WEST VIRGINIA - Blue & Gold News 
WISCONSIN - Inside Wisconsin 


]) PUBLISHERS 
P)] ASSOCIATION 


10 magazines, 14 newsletters 
32 issues, 2 yearbooks 

19 magazines, 2 yearbooks 
10 magazines, 12 newsletters 
12-13 issues 

10 issues 

20 issues, 2 yearbooks 

14 issues, 1 yearbook 

25 issues, 1 yearbook 

20 issues 

32 issues, 2 yearbooks 

34 issues 

13 magazines, 17 newsletters 
26 issues, 2 yearbooks 

23 issues, 2 yearbooks 

18 issues 

17 issues, 2 yearbooks 

18 issues, 2 yearbooks 

35 issues 

36 issues, 1 yearbook 

32 issues 

29 issues 

12 issues 

21 issues, first-class mail 
26 issues, 1 yearbook 

18 issues 

32 issues 

10 issues, 2 yearbooks 

35 issues 

20 issues, 2 yearbooks 

20 issues 

30 issues 

20 magazines, 2 yearbooks 
17 issues, 2 yearbooks 

27 issues 

26 issues, 2 yearbooks 

35 issues 

33 magazines, 1 yearbook 
25 issues, 2 guides 

25 issues, 1 yearbook 

17 issues, 2 yearbooks 

15 issues, 2 yearbooks 

12 issues 

33 issues 

32 issues 

25 issues 
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800-765-8632 
800-757-6277 
800-234-1716 
800-883-7024 
800-792-1009 
800-467-6532 
910-295-5559 
800-642-1183 
800-642-1183 
800-782-3216 
800-725-4321 
706-542-3944 
800-282-4648 
888-474-8669 
800-497-9562 
800-467-6532 
800-467-6532 
800-641-3302 
888-328-4437 
888-800-8635 
877-800-4373 
800-594-9320 
800-635-2263 
800-421-7751 
800-732-6532 
800-748-8528 
800-467-6532 
888-827-4335 
800-421-7751 
800-843-4747 
800-760-2862 
800-467-6532 
800-467-6532 
800-282-1629 
800-876-4678 
803-256-1789 
800-828-8657 
865-974-1266 
800-467-6532 
800-467-6532 
800-467-6532 
800-421-7751 
540-231-4134 
304-291-2242 
800-524-9068 
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FUTURE NEBRASKA 


FOOTBALL SCHEDULES 
2002 
Aug. 31 — Troy State 
Sept. 7 — Utah State 
Sept. 14 — at Penn State 
Oct. 5 — at lowa State 
Oct. 12 — Missouri 
Oct. 19 — at Oklahoma State 
Oct. 26 — at Texas A&M 
Nov. 2 — Texas 
Nov. 9 — Kansas 
Nov. 16 — at Kansas State 
Nov. 29/30 — Colorado 
Dec. 7 — Big 12 Champ. Game 


2003 
Sept. 6 — Utah State 


Sept. 13 — Penn State 

Sept. 20 — at So. Mississippi 
Oct. 4 — Oklahoma State 
Oct. 11 — at Missouri 

Oct. 18 — Texas A&M 

Oct. 25 — lowa State 

Nov. 1 — at Texas 

Nov. 8 — at Kansas 

Nov. 15 — Kansas State 
Nov. 28/29 — at Colorado 
Dec. 6 — Big 12 Champ. Game 


Your Travel Agent for 
Hunting and Fishing in 
Nebraska 


Hunt & Fish 


It is our mission to help set up trips 
for the outdoorsman. The only 
requirement is to have fun on your 
trip. For a complete list of packaged 
trips, check out: 


www.huntandfishnebraska.com 


For questions or to order a cus- 
tomized trip by phone call: 
402-540-2386 


ATTENTION HUSKER FANS 


Individual game tickets and hotel packages are available to 
all Husker games including the Big 12 Championship and The 
Rose Bowl which is hosting the National Championship game. 


Sept. 1 Troy State 
Sept. 29 at Missouri 
Oct. 20 Texas Tech Oct. 27 Oklahoma 
Nov. 10 Kansas State Nov. 23 at Colorado 


BIG 12 CHAMPIONSHIP DEC. 1ST DALLAS, TEXAS 


* 2 Nights at the Embassy Suites * Game Ticket - Endzone - 50 yard line 
* Game transfers + Daily Breakfast * Happy Hour » Pregame Party 
ROSE BOWL JAN. 3RD PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 


+3, 4, or 5 Nights hotel » Game Ticket - Endzone - 50 yard line» Game transfers » 
* Rose Parade » Airfare * Rental Car * Disneyland * Universal Studios * LA City Tour 


Sept. 8 Notre Dame 
Oct. 6 lowa State 


Sept. 15 Rice 
Oct. 13 at Baylor 
Nov. 3 at Kansas 


Place a $100 per person deposit on the Big 12 or The Rose Bowl 
and receive a 100% refund if The Huskers do not play in the 
Game you have selected. Space is very limited. 


Please call 602-870-9197 for more information 
or email your request to Ediam71104@aol.com 


DIAMOND TRAVEL 15 years in business 


IF BOATING IS YOUR PASSION. 
WE'LL MAKE IT LAST. 


Keep your boat running 
strong season after season 
with certified service from 
your Mercury Platinum 
Dealer. After all no one 
knows boating better. 


JLERCURY 


Platinum Dealer 


Marine 


our best product is 
our service... 
507 Central Ave. 
Kearney, NE 
308-234-4576 
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Huskers Illustrated 


1. Oklahoma... tough trying to repeat. 

2. Florida ... Vols, ‘Noles at home. 

3. Miami .. . Coker takes charge. 

4. Oregon .. . “Civil War” in Eugene. 

5. Texas .. . “Red River Riot” is key. 

6. Tennessee ... one-season turnaround. 

7. Nebraska ... Sooners come to Lincoin. 

8. Florida State .. . out of title race, maybe. 

9. Oregon State ... Erickson miracle continues. 
10. Virginia Tech .. . defense but no Vick. 
11. Washington .. . no Pac-10 repeat, probably. 
12. Kansas State ... don’t dismiss Snyder's ‘Cats. 
13. Northwestern. . . best in mediocre Big Ten. 
14. Georgia Tech ... . can’t quite catch ‘Noles. 


15. Mississippi State ... still good without Deuce. 


Final 2000 Ratings 


Associated Press USA Today/ESPN 
Team (Record) Points Team (Record) Points 
. Oklahoma (13-0) 1,775 . Oklahoma (13-0) 1,475 
. Miami, Fla. (11-1) 1,690 . Miami Fla (11-1) 1,404 
. Washington (11-1) 1,634 . Washington (11-1) 1,336 
. Oregon State (11-1) 1,539 . Florida State (11-2) 1,253 
. Florida State (11-2) 1,488 . Oregon State (11-1) 1,245 
. Virginia Tech (11-1) 1,432 . Virginia Tech (11-1) 1,215 
. Oregon (10-2) 1,299 . Nebraska (10-2) 1,099 
BCS Schedule . Nebraska (10-2) 1,282 8. Kansas State (11-3) 1,077 
Jan. 1, 2002 — Fiesta Bowl . Kansas State (11-3) 1,258 . Oregon (10-2) 1,009 
Jan. “an 2002 — Sugar Bowl . Florida (10-3) 1,128 Pe Michigan (9-3) 901 
Jan. Z, 2002 — Orange Bowl A Michigan (9-3) 1,061 . Florida (10-3) 899 
Jan. 3: 2002 — Rose Bowl* . Texas (9-3) 894 . Texas (9-3) 731 
*National Championship Game . Purdue (8-4) 765 . Purdue (8-4) 626 
. Colorado State (10-2) 640 . Clemson (9-3) 590 
Key Games . Notre Dame (9-3) 611 . Colorado State (10-2) 587 
Sept. 15 — Tennessee at Florida . Clemson (9-3) 563 . Notre Dame (9-3) 457 
Oct. 6 — Oklahoma vs. Texas, Dallas . Georgia Tech (9-3) 545 . Georgia (8-4) 357 
Oct. 13 — Miami at Florida State » Auburn (9-4) ago. 18. TCU) 
Oct. 27 — Oklahoma at Nebraska . South Carolina (8-4) 486 . Georgia Tech (9-3) 
Nov. 17 — Florida State at Florida - Georgia (8-4) 430 - Auburn (9-4) 
Dec 1 — Oregon State at Oregon . TCU (10-2) 406 - South Carolina (8-4) 
Dec. 1 — Miami at Virginia Tech . LSU (8-4) 340 . Mississippi State (8-4 
Dec. 1 — Big 12 Championship, - Wisconsin (9-4) 208 . lowa State (9-3) 
Irving, Texas . Mississippi State (8-4) 197 . Wisconsin (9-4) 


Dec. 1 — SEC Championship, Atlanta . lowa State (9-3) 188 . Tennessee (8-4) 


16. Colorado State .. . Sonny days ahead. 
17. Colorado .. . Buffs back in contention. 

18. Louisiana State .. . double duty for Davis. 
19. Notre Dame ... killer schedule early. 

20. Wisconsin .. . Alvarez will find a way. 

21. Michigan .. . losses hit offense hard. 

22. Clemson .. . no-huddle befuddles. 

23. Pittsburgh .. . get the ball to Bryant. 

24. South Carolina . . . can Lou do it again? 


25. Southern Cal... potential in Palmer passes. 


CROSSWORD 


& 


SERRE B 


La 
(2) eit ch la) 
ACROSS 10 Tom Osborne's alma mater 
4 Sept. 1 opponent 13 Sept. 8 opponent 
6 NU's No. 1 14 1997 head coach 
7 NU quarterback coach 18 NU's first Heisman winner 
9 2000 national champion 19 Texas Christian's location 
11 1999 national champion 20 Grant Wistrom's younger 
12 Michael Booker's younger brother 
brother 21 Sept. 15 opponent 
15 2001 Big 12 opener 22 NU's No. 3 


16 2001 opener 

17 Frank Solich's alma mater 

19 Memorial Stadium surface 

23 NU's No. 99 

24 1972 head coach 

25 NU defensive line coach 

26 NU play-by-play broadcaster 

27 NU athletic director 

28 Texas Christian's nickname 

29 Chad Kelsay's younger 
brother 


Answers in August issue 


MAY CROSSSWORD SOLUTION 


DOWN 

1 2001 Homecoming oppo- 
nent 

NU running back coach 
NU linebacker coach 
1998 national champion x}a|s | 
NU color commentator c|R a c 
NU's No. 77 
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HUSKERNUTZ 


AT THE TONE, THERE ARE 67 DAYS, 
10 HOURS, AND 6 MiNUTES UNTIL 
THE HUSKERS REPORT FOR FALL CAMP... 


ry 


HUSKERNUTZ LIVE INA CONSTANT STATE OF 
ANXIOUS ANTICIPATION. 


Women’s 


Elite Model - w/oiled leather strap - $79.95 


To order by credit card, call: 


To order by mail, send check or money order to: Huskers Illustrated Watch, PO Box 83222, Lincoln, NE 68501 TIMAE _ 
Add $6.95 for ground S&H and 5% sales tax for NE residents. Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. Rush delivery normally available. 


IDEAS? 

DO YOU HAVE SOME 
INSPIRATION 
FOR A HUSKERNUTZ 
CARTOON? 


IF WE USE YOUR IDEA, 
WE'LL GIVE YOU CREDIT 
AND SEND YOU AN 
AUTOGRAPHED 
FULL-COLOR PRINT OF 
YOUR HUSKERNUTZ 
CARTOON! 


SEND IDEAS TO: 
PAUL FELL CARTOONS 
3215 JAMESTOWN LANE 
LINCOLN, NE 68516 
OR EMAIL TO: 


paulfellcartoons@alltel.net 


Team model - w/velcro 


Elite Model - w/stainless steel bracelet - $89.95 sport strap - $39.95 


HAN 
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A Little Fun 
Never Hurt 


Nebraska cornerback Craver 
doesn't want to be like everybody else 


THE PROCESS IS TEDIOUS, recording inter- 
views and transcribing the tapes. And it 
tends to erode note-taking skills, for when 
deadlines are tight and there is no time to 
transcribe, 

Nevertheless, recording is the best way to 
ensure the accuracy of quotes. So I preserve 
interviews on a microcassette recorder, which 
had to be replaced twice last football season. 

The recorders are durable, except when 
dropped on concrete. 

Anyway, after a tape has been transcribed, it can be re- 
used. But I’m hesitant to record over the Keyuo Craver inter- 
view conducted for the profile in this yearbook. 

I might save the tape because even though the transcrip- 
tion preserves the words, it doesn’t carry their energy and 
enthusiasm. And those qualities are as significant as the 
words themselves. 

The interview could function as a motivational 
tape. Craver, a senior cornerback from Harleton, 
Texas, is among the most up-beat members of the 
Nebraska football team. 

“Guys take a natural liking to me,” he said dur- 
ing the late-April interview. 

There was nothing self-serving or egotistical 
about his assertion. “That’s just my personality,” 
he said. “I like to try to bring out the best in every- 
body, keep everybody light on their toes and just 
let them know they don’t have to be so hard on 
themselves, so serious about everything. 

“Even though it’s just a game and the main 
objective is to win, you've still got to have fun. 
And if you're not having fun, then it’s going to be 
real hard for you to get that win.” 

Craver has handled the rare losses well during his three 
seasons as a Cornhusker. He's resilient, a stand-up guy who 
has accepted defeat with character not bitterness, even though 
you know it bothers him as much as it would anyone who is 
competitive enough to play without redshirting. 

Deep down, successful athletes at this level are not good 
losers. They can’t be. Yet Craver doesn’t let it show. “A lot of 
people say, ‘Keyuo, you never worry. You never get down 
about stuff.’ Sometimes I do, but most of the time I try not to,” 
he said. “That's because I’m a strong Christian.” 

It’s also because he doesn’t “like to put my problems on 
other people. I kind of like to deal with things on my own. 
That’s how I've been raised. It’s just my personality,” he said. 
“I don’t want people feeling sorry for me, and I don’t want 
people to suffer because I’m suffering.” 

Craver’s personality is much more complex, of course, 
with contradictions that aren’t apparent except to the extent 
he is willing to share them, which he claims he rarely has. 

“As up-beat as am, as out-going as I am, I’m pretty much 
a loner,” he said. 

His best friend on the team is junior rush end Demoine 
Adams, whom most reporters probably would place on the 
opposite end of an interview continuum. “Demoine is quiet,” 
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Keyuo Craver has 
started every game 
the past two seasons. 


said Craver. “He's a very deep, intuitive person. He thinks a 
lot. That's just his personality. He’s a good guy. 

“He's just not the type that opens up to people real fast.” 

Adams, a two-time first-team academic all-conference 
selection and political science major whose educational goal 
is law school, “just kind of sits back. He observes things,” 
Craver said. 

“As many people as I know, | don’t let a lot of people into 
my life and get close to me. But he’s one of the few ... he’s 
never changed on me. A lot of people come in and out of your 
life and they change. But he’s pretty much been the same the 
whole time through. He's like my big brother.” 

The two immediately connected and became roommates 
during two-a-day practices as true freshmen in the fall of 
1998. “We just got to talking about something we had in com- 
mon, and he got to laughing,” said Craver. “He’s got this real 
quirky laugh that can be heard over the whole stadium.” 

That’s a side of Adams reporters don’t often 
see. Craver, by contrast, has a public side and a 
good-natured frankness that make for good inter- 
views. “If | feel it, I'm going to say it,” he said. 

He’s tempered that attitude since his sopho- 
more year, when something he told a newspaper 
reporter before a game at Texas didn’t come across 
the way he intended when it was put into print. 

The question was whether he was ready to play 
the Longhorns, and “I think I said something like, 
‘Whew, yah, I’m ready,’ “ he said. The story, how- 
ever, “was like, ‘Craver, he’s burning and he’s 
ready to show Texas.’ And I was like, ‘Where did 
all of this come from?’ “ 

Coach Frank Solich wanted to know where it 
came from, too. 

“He was like, ‘I never knew you to be that type 
of person.’ And I’m like, ‘Coach, I didn’t either. I didn’t know 
I said all of this,’ ” said Craver. “He said, ‘You’ve got to under- 
stand, they’re (reporters) going to put more to it than what it 
is. So you've just got to watch how you word things.’ 

“Reporters do a real good job of probing. And if they catch 
any little glitch, they’re going to try to turn it into something 
that’s bigger than it is. So you've got to be on your P’s and 
Q's.” 

Craver was animated as he recounted the incident. Despite 
his learned caution, his speech hasn’t been stifled. “I’m not 
going to hold my tongue,” he said. “I’m going to say what | 
want to say.” 

In that sense, he’s unique. “When people ask about me, 
people that know me, say, ‘He’s crazy’ or ‘He’s different.’ 
That's a compliment to me. | don’t want to be like everybody 
else. 

“I’m no clone. It’s kind of cool to be separated from other 
people.” 

It’s also cool to be so up-beat about something that must be 
taken seriously. Craver still has fun playing football. The hope 
is, he’s identical to his teammates in that sense. 

If the Cornhuskers are to make a national title run, football 
has to be fun. 


Huskersit es 


2001 
RECRUITS 


ys! 
SSS 
7 ; 7 
tr, =. 
~~ 


1.3 
Ek 
Ny 

5 ¢ Ni 


’ AS 
\ ' ; 
Wea \" 
= 
as 
. rWzszreteesrall 2 


mw 
< a 


: 
b 
a 


3 


Reaching 100% Husker fans for 20 years 


www.-huskersillustrated.com 
(900) 3860-47337 (line 1 — practice reports, 


line 3 — recruiting commitments) 
*.$2 for first minute, $1 each additional minute; must be 18 or older to call 


1-year subscription (18 issues) — $46.95 
(weekly during football season) 
For advertising information, call (402) 423-3405 
or e-mail jefftuder@alitel.net 
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Order your ticke 


* 


Save 37% on a subscription 


to Huskers Illustrated 


2000 FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 


~ 1 year/18 issues 


only $46.95* 
To order by phone: (800) 524-9527 


Name 


Address 


City State Zip 


Phone 


Single copy price $3.95 
(Yearbook $7.95) 


e-mail 
L] NEw LJ] VISA () MASTERCARD [] DISCOVER [_] AMERICAN EXPRESS 
() RENEWAL 
C) BILL ME Gare Fn EY fation 


*Upgrade to first- 

class mail delivery Signature 
for an additional = 

$18 per year www.huskersillustrated.com 
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A Limited Edition Print by Tom Gallo 


EDITION SIZE: 950 SIGNED AND NUMBERED  ; 


In this print the artist has’ captured 
the indomitable spirit of Nebraska 
Football. Printed on acid-free, 
heavy weight paper this 21” x 30” 
(framed) image is signed and 
numbered by the artist. Matted and 
framed prints are available with 
a red on white/blackcore mat 
handsomely framed in a cherry 
finish. Detailed to the last stitch! 


You will be proud to display your “Big 
Red” in your home or office. Use the 
order form or call 
1-800-368-2171 

(VISA or MASTERCARD) 
Matted and Framed: $169.50 
(includes$15.00 shipping and handling) 
Print only: $85.00 
(includes $10.00 shipping and handling) 


BIG RED ORDER FORM 


IMake checks payable to: Shenandoah Framing 
j 215 Greenhouse Rd. 

1 Lexington, VA 24450 

pPlease send me 


jName 
I 


Framed @ $169.50 


Unframed @ $85.00 


Address 
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City 


Sales Tax 
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J Daytime Phone number 


State_ Zip 
zm | VA Residents Add 4.5% 
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OFFICIAL TASTE — 


“SCORE ON EVERY 
POSSESSION.” 

Fairbury Brand hot dogs have the great 
taste fans love. They’re bursting with 
flavor. Look for the Big Red F in your 


- grocer’s meat case, and enjoy the 


official Husker taste with your home 
team. Fairbury Brand scores every time. 
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“BEEN KNOWN TO LAUNCH ’EM 
_ OUTTA THE STADIUM.” 


Proud to be the official hot dog at 
Memorial Stadium and Haymarket Park. 
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